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Thur(day the Ninetcenth, ftanding with a fmall Gale S. 8. W. the W d
W. and W. and by S. hazey Weather, Cape Barfleur bearing then S. W f:d N
S.. from me diltant about Seven Lcagues, between: threc and Tour in t};mt:
ning, we heard feveral Guns to the Wettward, and in a fiore time I 35 tc‘
two Frigats making the Signal of ﬁ:cjng the Encmy, with their Heads I)'ing'[};

the Northward, which gave me reafon to think the Enemy lay with their Hgsc"
that way ; upon which I ordered the Signal to be made for the Fleer's draivy,
into a Line of Barrel; after which I made the Signal for the Rear ot the Fi.s
to Tack, that it the Enemy ftood .to the Northward, we might the fco;:;
cometo engage; But {oon after four a Clock, the Sun had a littic cleared s
Weather, and 1 faw the French Fleer ftanding to thz Southward, formy,
their Line on the fame Tack that I was upon; I then ordered thar Signal for g
Rear to Tack to be taken in, and ar the fame time bore away with my oy
Stip fo far to Leeward, as I judged each Ship in the Fleer might ferch my Wy
or Graine; then brought to again, lying by with my Fore-top-fail to the Mif
to give the Ships in the Fleet the better opportunity of placing thcmfcl\.eg’a;
they had been before directed. By eight a Clock e had formed an indifferen
Line, ftrerching from the S.S. W, to the N. N L. the Dutch in the Van,
Red in the Center, and the Blue in the Rear.* By Nine a Clock the Fnemix
Van-Guard had flrerch’'d almolt as far to the -Southward as ours, their Admir)
and Rear-Admiral of the Blue that were in the.Rear, clofing theline, and their
Vice-Admiral of the fame Divifion ftretching to the Rear of our Flect, butne.
ver coming within Gun-fhot of them: About ten they bore down upon s, |
{till lying with my Fore-top-ail to the Maft. I then obferved Monfieur T
wille, the French Admiral, put our his Signal for Battel; I gave order that mine
fhould not be hoifted tll the Fleets began to engage, that he might have th:
fairer opportunicy of coming as near me as he thought convenient, and atd
fame time, I fent Orders to Admiral Almonde, that as {oon as any of his Squ
dron could Weather the Enemies Fleet, they fhould Tack, and get to the
Weftward of them; as alfo to the Blue, to make fail and clofe the Line, they
being at fome diftance a-ftern; but as foon as the Fleet began to-engage it &l
calin, which prevented their fo deing. About half an Hour after eleven, Mon-
fieur Zourville in the Royal Sun (being within Three Quarters Mufquet-fhot)
brought to, lying by me at that diftance about an Hour and a half, plying his
Guns very *warmily ; ' though I muft obferve to you, that our Men fired ther
Guns fafter ; after which time I did not find his Guns were fired with thatvi.
our as before, and I could fee him in great Diforder, his Rigging, Sails, ad
Top-fail Yards, being fhot, and no body endeavouring to make them fervic>
able, and his Boats towing of him to Windward, gave me reafon o think i
was much gauPd. About two the Wind fhifted to the N W. and by W. and
f>me little time after that Five freth Ships of the Iinemies Dlue Squadron came
and pofted themifives, three a-head of ‘Monfieur Zusville, and two aftemd
“him, and fired with grear Fury, which continued till after three.  About four
in the Evening there came f~ thick a Fog, that we could not fee a Ship of the
Enemies, which occafioned our leaving off firing for a litle time, and
thein it cleared up, and we could fec Monfieur Zawrville towing A%y
with his_Boats to the Northward from us; upon which I did the fame,
and ordered ail my TCivifion to ‘do the like; and about half an Ho;if
afrer Five , we had a fmall breeze of VVind Eafterly. I then me
she Signal for the Fleet to Chafe,; fending Notice to ali the Ships about nig,
_that the Enemy were running. About this time I heard feveral Ijroad—ﬁ@ﬁ'.fg
the Weltward'; and, though I could not fee the Ships that fired, 1 concues
tiiem © be out Bluc, that by the fhift of Wind Lad weathered the Enem‘ir,

Fue it proved to be the Reer-Admiral of the Red, who had weathered 727
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