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ARTICLE XV.

It is understood that the Governments of
the countries of the Union reserve to them-
selves respectively the right 'to enter into
separate and particular arrangements between
each other, provided always that such arrange-
ments confer upon authors or their lawful re-
presentatives more extended rights than those
granted by the Union, or embody other stipu-
lations not contrary to the present Convention.

ARTICLE XVI.

An International Office shall be established,
under the name of " Office of the International
Union for the Protection of Literary and
Artistic Works."

This office, of which the expenses will be
borne by the Administrations of all the coun-
tries of the Union, shall be placed under the
high authority of the Superior Administration
of the Swiss Confederation, and shall work
under its direction. The functions of this
office shall be determined by common accord
between the countries of the Union.

ARTICLE XVII.

The present Convention may be submitted
to revisions in order to introduce therein
amendments calculated to perfect the system
of the Union.

Questions of this kind, as well as those which
are' of interest to the Union in other respects,
shall be considered in Conferences to be held
successively in the countries of the Union by
delegates of the said countries.

It is understood that no alteration in the
present Convention shall be binding oh the
Union except by the unanimous consent of the
countries composing it.

ARTICLE XVIII.
Countries which have not become parties to

the present Convention, and which make pro-
vision by their domestic law for the protection
of the rights forming the object of the present
Convention, shall be admitted to accede there-
to on request to that effect.

Such accession shall be notified in writing to
the Government of the Swiss Confederation,
who will communicate it to all the other coun-
tries of the Union.

Such accession shall imply full adhesion to
all the clauses and admission to all the advan-
tages provided by the present Convention.

ARTICLE XIX.

Countries acceding to the present Conven-
tion shall also have the right to accede thereto
at any time for their Colonies or foreign
possessions.

They may do this either by a general
Declaration comprising in the accession all
their Colonies or possessions, or by specially
naming those comprised therein, or by simply
indicating those which are excluded.

ARTICLE XX.

The present Convention shall be put in force
three months after the exchange of rati-
fications, and shall remain in force for. an
indefinite period until the termination of a

year from the day on which it may have been
denounced.

Such denunciation shall be made to the
Government authorized to receive accessions.
It shall only take effect in regard to the
country making it, the Convention remaining;
in full force and effect for the other countries,
of the Union.

ARTICLE XXI.

The present Convention shall be ratified, and
the ratifications exchanged at Berne within the
space of one year at the latest.

Additional Article.
The Convention concluded this day shall in

no wise affect the maintenance of existing Con-
ventions between the Contracting States, pro-
vided always that such Conventions confer on
authors, or their lawful representatives, righta
more extended than those secured by the
Union, or contain other stipulations which are
not contrary to this Convention.

Final Protocol.
1. As regards Article IV. it is agreed that

those countries of the1 Union where the char-
acter of artistic works is not refused to photo-
graphs, engage to admit them to the benefits
of the Convention concluded to-day, from the
date of its coming into force. They shall,
however, not be bound to protect the authors-
of such works further than is permitted by
their own legislation except in the case of
international engagements already existing, or
which may hereafter be entered into by them.

It is understood that an authorized photo-
graph of a protected work "of art shall enjoy
legal protection in all the countries1 of the
Union, as contemplated by the said Conven-
tion, for the same period as the principal right
of reproduction of the work itself subsists, and
within the limits of private agreements between
those who have legal rights.

2. As regards Article IX. it is agreed that
those countries of the Union whose legislation
implicitly includes, choreographic works
amongst dramatico-musical works expressly
admit the former works to the benefits of the
Convention concluded this day.

It is, however, understood that questions
which may arise on the application of this
clause shall rest within the competence of the
respective tribunals to decide.

3. It is understood that the manufacture
and sale of instruments for the mechanical
reproduction of musical airs in which copyright
subsists, shall not be considered as constituting;
an infringement of musical copyright.

4. The common agreement contemplated in
Article XIV. of the Convention is established
as follows: —

The application of the Convention to-
works which have not fallen into the public-
domain at the time when it comes into force,
shall take effect according to the stipulations
on this head contained in special Conven-
tions existing, or to be concluded, to that
effect.

In the absence of such stipulations between
any countries of the Union, the respective
countries shall regulate, each in so far as it
is concerned, by its domestic legislation, the


