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valley to Vendresse. An officers' patrol sent
out by this Brigade reported a considerable
force of the enemy near the factory north of
Troyon, and the Brigadier accordingly directed
two regiments (the King's Royal Rifles and
the Royal Sussex Regiment) to move at 3 a.m.
The Northamptonshire Regiment was ordered
to move at 4 a.m. to occupy the spur east of
Troyon. The remaining regiment of the
Brigade (the Loyal North Lancashire Regi-
ment) moved at 5.30 a.m. to the village of
Vendresse. The factory was found to be held
in considerable strength by the enemy, and the
Brigadier ordered the Loyal North Lancashire
Regiment to support the King's Royal Rifles
and the Sussex Regiment. Even with this sup-
port the fore© was unable .to make headway,
and on the arrival of the 1st Brigade the Cold-
stream Guards were moved up to support the
right of the leading Brigade (the 2nd), while
the remainder of the 1st Brigade supported its
left.

About noon the situation was, roughly, that
the whole of these two brigades were extended
along a line running east and west, north of
the line Troyon and south of the Chemin-des-
Dames. A party of the Loyal North Lanca-
shire Regiment had seized and were holding
the factory. The enemy held a line of en-
trenchments north and east of the factory in
considerable strength, and every effort to
advance against this line was driven back by
heavy shell and machine-gun fire. The morning
was wet and a heavy mist hung over the hills,
so that the 25th Artillery Brigade and the Divi-
sional Artillery were unable to render effective
support to the advanced troops until about
9 o'clock.

By 10 o'clock the 3rd Infantry Brigade had
reached a point one mile south of Vendresse,
and from there it was ordered to continue the
line of the 1st Brigade and to connect with and
help 'the right of the 2nd Division. A strong
hostile column was found to be advancing, and
by a vigorous counter stroke with two of his
battalions the Brigadier checked the advance
of this column and relieved the pressure on the
2nd Division. From this period until late in
the afternoon the fighting consisted of a series
of attacks and counter attacks. The counter
strokes by the enemy were delivered at first
with great vigour, but later on they decreased
in strength, and all were driven off with heavy
loss.

On the left the 6th Infantry Brigade had
been ordered to cross the river and to pass
through the line held during the preceding
night by the 5th Infantry Brigade and occupy
the Courtecon Ridge, whilst a detached force,
consisting of the 4th Guards Brigade and the
36th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, under
Brigadier-General Perceval, were ordered to
proceed to a point east of the village of Ostel.

The 6th Infantry Brigade crossed the river
at Pont-Arcy, moved up the valley towards
Braye, and at 9 a.m. had reached the line
Tilleul—La Buvelle. On this line they came
under heavy artillery and rifle fire, and were
unable to advance until supported by the 34th
Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, und the 44th
Howitzer Brigade and the Heavy Artillery.

The 4th Guards Brigade crosse.d the river
at 10 a.m. and met with very heavy opposi-
tion. It had to1 pass through dense woods1;
field artillery support was difficult to obtain;
but one section1 of a field battery pushed up to

and within the firing line. At 1 p.m. the left
of the Brigade was south of the Ostel Ridge.

At this period of the action the enemy
obtained a footing between the First and
Second Corps, and threatened to cut the com-
munications of the latter.

Sir Douglas Haig was very hardly pressed
and had no reserve in hand. I placed the
Cavalry Division at his disposal, part of which
he skilfully used to prolong and secure the left
flank of the Guards Brigade. Some' heavy
fighting ensued, which resulted in the enemy
being driven back with heavy loss.

About 4 o'clock the weakening of the
counter attacks by the enemy and other indi-
cations tended to show that his resistance was
decreasing, and a general advance was ordered
by the: Army Corps Commander. Although
meeting with considerable opposition and
coming under very heavy artillery and rifle
fire, the position of the corps at -the end of
the day's operations extended from the
Chemin-des-Dames on the right, through
Chivy, to1 Le Cour de Soupir, with the 1st
Cavalry Brigade extending to the Chavonne—
Soissons road.

On the right the corps was in close touch
with the1 French Moroccan troops of the 18th
Corps, which were entrenched in echelon to
its right rear. During the night they
entrenched this position.

Throughout the Battle of the Aisne this
advanced and commanding position was main-
tained, and I cannot speak too highly of the
valuable services rendered by Sir Douglas
Haig and the Army Corps' under his command.
Day after day and night after night the
enemy's infantry has been hurled against him
in violent counter attack which has never on
any one occasion succeeded, whilst the
trenches all over his position have been under
continuous heavy artillery fire.

The operations of the First Corps on this
day resulted in the capture of several hundred
prisoners, some field pieces, and machine guns.

The casualties were very severe, one brigade
alone losing three of its four Colonels.

The 3rd Division commenced a further-
advance and had nearly reached the plateau
of Aizy when they were driven back by a
powerful counter attack supported by heavy
artillery. The division, however, fell back in
the best order, and finally entrenched itself
about a mile north of Vailly Bridge, effec-
tively covering the passage.

The 4th and 5th Divisions were unable to
do more than maintain their ground.

5. On the morning of the 15th, after close
examination of the position, it became clear
to me that the enemy was making a determined
stand; and this view was confirmed by reports
which reached me from the French Armies
fighting on my right and left, which clearly
showed that a strongly entrenched line of
defence was being taken up from the north of
Compiegne, eastward and south-eastward,
along the whole valley of the Aisne up to and
beyond Reims.

A few days previously the Fortress of Mau-
beuge fell, and a considerable quantity of siege
artillery was brought down from that place to
strengthen the enemy's position in front of us.

During the 15th shells fell in our position
which have been judged by experts to be
thrown by eight-inch siege guns with a range
of 10,000 yards. Throughout the whole


