8372.

I have only. been able very briefly to describe,
and the demoralisation and loss in killed and
wounded which are known to have been caused
to the enemy by the vigour and severity of the
pursuit.

In concludmg this despatch I must call your
Lordship’s special attention to the fact that
from Sunday, August 23rd, up to the present
date (September 17th), ‘from .Mons back
almost to the Seine, and from the Seine to the
Aisne, the Army under my command has been
ceaselessly engaged without one single day’s
halt or rest of any kind:

Since the date to which in this despatch I
have limited my report of the operations, a
great battle on the Aisne has been proceeding.
A full report of this battle- will be made in an
early further despatch.

It will, however, be of interest to say here
that in sp1t.e of a _very determined resistance
on the part of the enemy, who is holding in
strength and great tenacity a position pecu-
liarly favourable to defence, the battle which
commenced on the evening of the 12th instant
has, so far, forced the enemy back. from his
- first position, secured the passage of the river,
and inflicted great loss upon him, imcluding
the capture of over 2,000, prisoners and several
guns.

I have the honour to be,
" Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant,

(S1gned) J. D. P. FRENCH, Field-Marshal,

Commandmg-m-Chlef
The British Forces in the Field.

II. o
. 8th-October, 1914.

My Lorbp,

I have the honour to report the operations
in which the- British Forces in France have
been engaged since the evenmg of the 10th
September.-

1. In the early mornmg of the 11th the
further pursuit of the enemy was commenced ;
and the three Corps crossed the QOurcq prac-
tically unopposed,. the  Cavalry. reaching the
line of the Aisne River; -the 3rd and 5th
Brigades south of Soissons, the 1st, 2nd and
4th on the high ground at Couvrelles and
Cerseuil.

On the afternoon of the 12th from the opposi-
tion encountered by the 6th French Army to the
west of Soissons, by the 3rd Corps south-east
of that place, by the 2nd-Corps south of Missy
and Vailly, and certain indications all along
the line, I formed the opinion that the enemy
had, for the moment at any rate, arrested his
retreat, and was preparing- to dlspute the pas-
sage of the Aisne with -some vigour.

South of Soissons the Germans were holding
Mont de Paris against the attack of the right
of the French 6th Army when the 3rd Corvs
teached the neighbourhood of Buzancy, south-
east of that place. With the assistance of the
Artillery of the 3rd Corps the French drove
them back across the river at Soissons, where
they destroyed the bridges.

The heavy artillery fire which was visible
for several miles in a westerly direction in the
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‘valley of the Aisne showed that the 6th French +

Army was meeting, with strong opposition all

:along the line.

On, this day the Cavalry under General
Allenby reached the nexghbourhood of Braine.

‘and did good work in clearing the town and

the high ground beyond it of strong hostile de-
tachments. The Queen’s Bays are particu-
larly mentioned by the General as having as-
sisted greatly in the success of this operation.
They were well supported by the’ 3rd Division,
which on this n1gh(: bivouacked at Brenelle,
south of the river.

The 5th Division approached Missy, but
were unable to’ make headway.

The 1st Army Corps reached the neighbour-
hood of Vauxcéré without much opposition.

In this manner the Batt,le of the Aisne com-
menced.

2. The Aisne Valley runs generally East and
West, and consists of a flat-bottomed depres-
sion of width varying from half a miile to two
miles, down which the river follows a winding
course to the West at some points near the
southern slopes of the valley and at others
near the northern. The high ground both on
the north and south of the river is approxi-
mately 400 feet above the bottom of the valley
and is very similar in character, as are both
slopes of the valley .itself, which are broken
into numerous rounded spurs and re-entrants.
The most prorninent of the. former are the
Chivre spur on the right bank and Sermoise
spur on the left. Near the latter place the
general plateau on the south is divided by a
subsidiary valley of much the same character,
down which the small River Vesle flows to the
main stream near Sermoise. The slopes of the
pldteaun overlooking the Aisne on the north and
south are of varying steepness, and are covered
with numerous patches of wood, which also
stretch upwards and backwards over the edge
on to the top of the high ground. There are
several villages and small towns dotted abeut
in the valley itself and along its sides, the chief
of which is the town of Soissons.

. The Aisne ig a'sluggish stream of some 170
feet in breadth, but, being 15 feet deep in the.
centre, it i&' unfordable. Between Soissons.on
the west’ and Villers on the east (the part of
the river attacked and secured by the British.
Forces) there are eleven road bridges across it.
On the north bank a narrow-gauge railway runs-
from Soissons to Vailly, where it crosses the -
river and continues eastward along the south :
bank. From Soissons to Sermoise a double

.line of railway runs along the south bank, turn-

ing at the latter place up the Vesle Valley to- -
wards Bazoches. -
The position held by the enemy is a very:
strong one, either for a delaying action or for
a defensive battle. One of its chief military
characteristics is that from the high ground on
neither side can the top of thie plateau on the
other side be seen except for small stretches.
This is chiefly due to the woods on the edges of
the slopes. Another important point is thn.t all.
the bridges are under either direct or hlgh-
angle artillery fire. .
The tract of country above described, which -
liés north of the Aisne, is well adapted to con-
cealment, and was so skilfully turned to:
account, by the enemy as to render it impossible -
to judge the real nature of his opposition to
our passage of the river, or to accurately gauge -
his strength ; but I have every reason to con-
clude that strong rearguards of at least three



