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somewhat severely wounded, his services con-
tinued to be of great value.

On the 5th November I despatched eleven
battalions of the Second Corps, all consider-
ably reduced in strength, to relieve the in-
fantry of the 7th Division, which was then
brought back into general reserve.

Three more battalions of the same Corps,
the London Scottish and Hertfordshire Batta-
lions of Territorials, and the Somersetshire
and Leicestershire Regiments of Yeomanry,
were subsequent!}7 sent to reinforce the troops
fighting to the east of Ypres.

General Byng in the case of the Yeomanry
Cavalry Regiments and Sir Douglas in that of
the Territorial Battalions speak in high terms
of their conduct in the field and of the value of
their support.

The battalions of the Second Corps took a
conspicuous part in repulsing the heavy
attacks delivered against this part of the line.
I was obliged to despatch them immediately
after' their trying experiences in the southern
part of the line and when they had had a very
insufficient period of rest; and, although they
gallantly maintained these northern positions
until relieved by the French, they were re-
duced to a condition of extreme exhaustion.

The work performed by the Royal Flying
Corps has continued to prove of the utmost
value to the success of the operations.

I do not consider it advisable in this des-
patch to go into any detail as regards the
duties assigned to the Corps and the nature of
their work, but almost every day new methods
for employing them, both strategically and
tactically, are discovered and put into practice.

The development of their use and employ-
ment has indeed been quite extraordinary, and
I feel sure that no effort should be spared to
increase their numbers and perfect their equip-
ment and efficiency.

In the period covered by this despatch Terri-
torial Troops have been used for the first time
in the Army und@r my command.

The units actually engaged have been the
Northumberland, Northamptonshire, North
Somerset, Leicestershire and Oxfordshire Regi-
ments of Yeomanry Cavalry; and the London
Scottish, Hertfordshire, Honourable Artillery
Company and the Queen's Westminster Batta-
lions of Territorial Infantry.

The conduct and bearing of these units under
fire, and the efficient manner in which they
carried out the various duties assigned to them,
have imbued me with the highest hope as to the
value and help of Territorial Troops generally.

Units which I have mentioned above, other
than these, as having been also engaged, have
by their conduct) fully justified these hopes.

Regiments and battalions as they arrive come
into a temporay camp of instruction, which is
formed a£ Headquarters, where they are closely
inspected, their equipment examined, so far
as possible perfected, and such instruction as
can be given to them in the brief time available
in the use of machine guns, etc., is imparted.

Several units have now been sent up to the
front besides those I have already named, but
have not yet been engaged.

I am anxious in this despatch to bring to
Your Lordship's special notice the splendid

work which has been done throughout the cam-
paign by the Cyclists of the Signal Corps.

Carrying despatches and messages at all
11 ours of the day and night in every kind of
weather, and often traversing bad roads
blocked with transport, they have been con-
spicuously successful in maintaining an extra-
ordinary degree of efficiency in the service of
communications.

Many casualties have occurred in their
ranks, but no amount of difficulty or danger
has ever checked the energy and ardour which
has distinguished their Corps throughout the
operations.

11. As I close this despatch there are signs
in evidence that we are possibly in the last
stages of the battle of Ypres-Armentieres.

For several days past the enemy's artillery
fire has considerably slackened, and infantry
attack has practically ceased.

In remarking" upon the general military
situation of the Allies as it appears to me at
the present moment, it does not seem to be
clearly understood that the operations in which
we have been engaged embrace nearly all the
Continent of Central Europe from East to
West. The combined French, Belgian and
British Armies in the West and the Russian
Army in thei East are opposed to the united
forces of Germany and Austria acting as a
combined army between us.

Our enemies elected at the commencement of
the war to'throw, the weight of their forces
against the armies in the West, and to detach
only a comparatively weak force, composed of
very few first-line troops and several corps of
the second and third lines, to stem the Rus-
sian advance till the Western Forces could be
completely defeated and overwhelmed.

Their strength enabled them from the outset
to throw greatly superior forces against us in
the West. This precluded the possibility of
our taking a vigorous offensive, except when
the miscalculations and mistakes made by their
commanders opened up special opportunities
for a successful attack and pursuit.

The battle of the Marne was an example of
this, as was also our advance from St. Omer
and Hazebrouck to the line of the Lys at the
commencement of this battle. The role which
our armies in the West have consequently
been called upon to' fulfil has been to occupy
strong defensive positions, holding the ground
gained and inviting the enemy's attack; to
throw these attacks back, causing the enemy
heavy losses in his retreat and following him
up with powerful and successful counter-
attacks to complete his discomfiture.

The value and significance of the role ful-
filled since the commencement of hostilities by
the Allied Forces in the West lies in the fact
that at the moment when the Eastern Pro-
vinces of Germany are in imminent danger of
being overrun by the numerous and powerful
armies of Russia, nearly the whole of the active
army of Germany is tied down to a line of
trenches extending from the Fortress of Ver-
dun on the1 Alsatian Frontier round to the sea
at Nieuport, east of Dunkirk (a' distance of
260 miles), where they are held, much reduced
in numbers and morale by the successful action
of our troops in the West.

I cannot speak too highly of the valuable


