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services rendered by the Royal Artillery
throughout the battle.

In spite of the fact that the enemy has
brought up guns in support of his attacks of
great range and shell power ours have suc-
ceeded throughout in preventing the enemy
from establishing anything in the nature of an
artillery superiority. The skill, courage and
energy displayed by their commanders have
been very marked.

The General Officer Commanding Third
Corps, who had special means of judging,
makes mention of the splendid work performed
by a number of young Artillery officers, who in
the most gallant manner pressed forward in the
vicinity of the firing line in order that their
guns may be able to shoot at the right targets
at the right moment.

The Royal Engineers have, as usual, been
indefatigable in their efforts to assist the in-
fantry in field fortification and trench work.

I deeply regret the heavy casualities which
we have suffered; but the nature of the fight-
ing has been very desperate, and we have been
assailed by vastly superior numbers. I have

every reason to know that throughout the
course of the battle we have placed at least
three times as many of the enemy hors de com-
bat in dead, wounded and prisoners.

Throughout these operations General Foch
has strained his resources to the utmost to
afford me all the support he could; and an ex-
pression of my warm gratitude is also due to
General D'TJrbal, Commanding the 8th French
Army on my left, and General Maud'huy,
Commanding the 10th French Army on my
right.

I have many recommendations to bring
to Your Lordship's notice for gallant and dis-
tinguished service performed by officers and
men in the period undef report. These will be
submitted shortly, as soon as they can be
collected.

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient servant,

J. P. D. FRENCH,
Field-Marshal, Commanding-in-Chief,

The British Army in the Field.
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