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brought up during the 16th, 17th and 18th
had been directed principally on the line of the
Lys and against the Second Corps at La
Bassee; and that Sir Douglas Haig would prob-
ably not be opposed north of Ypres by much
more than the 3rd Reserve Corps, which I knew
to have suffered considerably in its previous
operations, and perhaps one or two Landwehr
Divisions.

At a personal interview with Sir Douglas
Haig on the evening of the 19th October I
communicated the above information to him,
and instructed him to advance with the First
Corps through Ypres to Thourout. The object
he was to have in view was to be the capture
of Bruges and subsequently, if possible, to drive
the enemy towards Ghent. In case of an un-
foreseen situation arising, or the enemy proving
to be stronger than anticipated, he was to de-
cide, after passing Ypres, according to the
situation-, whether to attack the enemy lying
to the North or the hostile forces advancing
from the East: I had arranged for the French
Cavalry to operate on the left of the First
Corps and the 3rd Cavalry Division, under
General Byng, on its right.

The Belgian Army were rendering what
assistance (they could by entrenching them-
selves on the Ypres Canal and the Yser River;
and the troops, although in the last stage
of exhaustion, gallantly maintained their
positions, buoyed up with the hope of substan-
tial British and French support.

I fully realised the difficult task which lay
before us, and the onerous role which the
British Army was called upon to fulfil.

That success has been attained, and all the
enemy's desperate attempts to break through
our line frustrated, is due entirely to the mar-
vellous fighting power and the indomitable
courage and tenacity of officers, non-commis-
sioned officers and men.

No more arduous task has ever been assigned
to British soldiers; and in all their splendid
history there is no instance of their having
answered so magnificently to the desperate
calls which of necessity were made upon them.

Having given these orders to Sir Douglas
Haig, I enjoined a defensive role upon the
Second and Third and Cavalry Corps, in view
of the superiority of force which had accumu-
lated in their front. As regards the Fourth
Corps, I directed Sir Henry Rawlinson to en-
deavour to conform generally to the move-
ments of the First Corps.

On the 20th October they reached the line
from Elverdinghe to the cross roads one and a
half miles north-west of Zonnebeke.

On the 21st the Corps was ordered to attack
and take the line Poelcappelle-Passchendaele.

Sir Henry Rawlinson's Command was mov-
ing on the right of the First Corps, and French
troops, consisting of Cavalry and Territorials,
moved on their left under the orders of General
Bidon.

The advance was somewhat delayed owing
to the roads being blocked; but the attack pro-
gressed favourably in face of severe opposition,
often necessitating the use of the bayonet.

Hearing of heavy attacks being made upon
the 7th Division and the 2nd Cavalry Division
on his right, Sir Douglas Haig ordered his
reserve to be halted on the north-eastern out-
skirts of Ypres.

Although threatened by a hostile movement
. from the Foret d'Houthulst, our advance was

successful until about 2 o'clock in the after-
noon, when the French Cavalry Corps re-
ceived orders to retire west of the canal.

Owing to this and the demands made on him
by the Fourth Corps, Sir Douglas Haig was
unable to advance beyond the line Zonnebeke-
St. Julien-Langemarck-Bixschoote.

As there was reported to be congestion with
French troops at Ypres, I went there on the
evening, of the 21st and met Sir Douglas Haig
and Sir Henry Rawlinson. With them I in-
terviewed General De Mitry, Commanding the
French Cavalry, and General Bidon, Com-
manding the French Territorial Divisions.

They promised me that the town would at
once be .cleared of the troops, and that the
French Territorials would immediately move
out and cover the left of the flank of the First
Corps.

I discussed the situation with the General
Officers Commanding the 'First and Fourth
Army Corps, and told them that, in view of
the unexpected reinforcements coming up of
the enemy, it would probably be impossible to
carry out the original role assigned to them.
But I informed them that I had that day
interviewed the French Commander-in-Chief,
General Joffre, who told me that he was bring-
ing up the 9th French Army Corps to Ypres,
that more French troops would follow later,
and that he intended—in conjunction with
the Belgian troops—to drive the Germans
East. General Joffre said that he would be un-
able to commence this movement before the
24th; and 1 directed the General Officers Com-
manding the First and Fourth Corps to
strengthen their positions as much as possible
and be prepared to hold their ground for two
or three days, until the French offensive move-
ment on the North could develop.

It now became clear to me that the utmost
we could do to ward off any attempts of the
enemy to turn our flank to the North, or to
break in from the eastward was to maintain
our present very extended front, and to hold
fast our positions until French reinforcements
could arrive from the South.

During the 22nd the necessity of sending
support to the Fourth Corps on his right some-
what hampered the General Officer Command-
ing the First Corps; but a series of attacks all
along his front had been driven back during
the day with heavy loss to the enemy. Late
in the evening the enemy succeeded in pene-
trating a portion of the line held by the
Cameron Highlanders north of Pilkem.

At 6 a.m. on the morning of the 23rd a
counter attack to recover the lost trenches was
made by the Queen's Regiment, the North-
amptons and the King's Royal Rifles, under
Major-General Bulfin. The attack was very
strongly opposed and the bayonet had to be
used. After severe fighting during most of
the day the attack was brilliantly successful,
and over six hundred prisoners were taken.

On the same day an attack was made on the
3rd Infantry Brigade. The enemy advanced
with great determination, but with little skill,
and consequently the loss inflicted on him was
exceedingly heavy; some fifteen hundred dead
were seen in the neighbourhood of Langemarck.
Correspondence found subsequently on a cap-
tured German Officer stated that the effectives
of this attacking Corps were reduced to 25 per
cent, in the course of the day's figrhting.

In the evening of this day a division of the
French 9th Army Corps came up into line


