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3iad been forced to withdraw. The right of the
7fch Division thus advanced as the left of the
2nd Brigade went back, with the result that
•the right of the 7th Division was exposed, but
managed to hold on to its old trenches till
nightfall.

Meantime, on the Menin road, a countei-
attack delivered by the left of the 1st Division
•and the right of the 2nd Division against the
right flank of the German line was completely
•successful, and by 2.30 p.m. Gheluvelt had
been retaken with the bayonet, the 2nd Wor-
•cestershire Regiment being to the fore in this,
admirably supported by the 42nd Brigade,
Royal Field Artillery. " The left of the 7th
Division, profiting by their capture of Ghelu-
velt, advanced almost to its original line;
and connection between the 1st and 7th
Divisions was re-established. The recapture of
•Gheluvelt released the 6th Cavalry Brigade,
till then held in support of the 1st Division.
Two regiments of this brigade were sent at
•once to clear the woods to the south-east, and
•close the gap in the line between the 7th
Division and 2nd Brigade. They advanced
with much dash, partly mounted and partly
dismounted; and, surprising the enemy in the
woods, succeeded in killing large numbers and
materially helped to restore the line. About
5 p.m. the French Cavalry Brigade also came
up to the cross-roads just east of Hooge, and at
once sent forward a dismounted detachment to
support our 7th Cavalry Brigade.

Throughout the day the extreme right and
left of the First Corps' line held fast, the left
being only slightly engaged, while the right
was heavily shelled and subjected to slight in-
fantry attacks. In the evening the enemy
were steadily driven back from the woods on
the front of the 7th Division and 2nd Brigade;
and by 10 p.m. the line as held in the morn-
ing had practically been reoccupied.

During the night touch was restored between
the right of the 7th Division and left of the
2nd Brigade, and the Cavalry were withdrawn
into reserve, the services of the French Cavalry
being dispensed with.

As a result of the day's fighting eight hun-
dred and seventy wounded were evacuated.

I was present with Sir Douglas Haig at
Hooge between 2 and 3 o'clock on this day,
when the 1st Division were retiring. I regard
it as the most critical moment in the whole
of this great battle. The rally of the 1st
Division and the recapture of the village of
Gheluvelt at such a time was fraught with
momentous consequences. If any one unit can
be singled out for especial praise it is the Wor-
cesters.

7. In the meantime the centre of my line,
occupied by the Third and Cavalry Corps, was
being heavily pressed by the enemy in ever-
increasing force.

On the 20th October advanced posts of the
12th Brigade of the 4th Division, Third
Corps, were forced to retire, and at dusk it was
evident that the Germans were likely to make
a determined attack. This ended in the occu-
pation of Le Gheir by the enemy.

As the position of the Cavalry at St. Yves
was thus endangered, a counter-attack was de-
cided upon and planned by General Hunter-
Weston and Lieutenant-Colonel Anley. This
proved entirely successful, the Germans being
driven back with ^reat loss and the abandoned
trenches reoccupied. Two hundred prisoners

were taken and about forty of our prisoners
released.

In these operations the staunchness of the
King's Own Regiment and the Lancashire
Fusiliers was most commendable. These two
battalions were very well handled by Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Butler of the Lancashire Fusi-
liers.

I am anxious to bring to special notice the
excellent work done throughout this battle by
the Third Corps under General Pulteney's
command. Their position in the right central
part of my line was of the utmost importance
to the general success of the operations.
Besides the very undue length of front which
the Corps was called upon to cover (some 12
or 13 miles), the position presented many weak
spots, and was also astride of the River Lys,
the right bank of which from Frelinghein
downwards was strongly held by the enemy.
It was impossible to provide adequate reserves,
and the constant work in the trenches tried the
endurance of officers and men to. the utmost.
That the Corps was invariably successful in
repulsing the constant attacks, sometimes in
great strength, made against them by day and
by night is due entirely to the skilful manner
in which the Corps was disposed by its Com-
mander, who has told me of the able assistance
he has received throughout from his Staff, and
the ability and resource displayed by Divi-
sional, Brijgade and Regimental ileadens in
using the ground and the means of defence at
their disposal to the very best advantage.

The courage, tenacity, endurance and cheer-
fulness of the men in such unparalleled cir-
cumstances are beyond all praise.

During the 22nd and 23rd and 24th October
frequent attacks were made along the whole
line of the Third Corps, and especially against
the 16th Infantry Brigade; but on all occa-
sions the enemy was thrown back with loss.

During the night of the) 25th October the
Leicestershire Regiment were forced from their
trenches by shells blowing in the pits they were
in; and after investigation by the General
Officers Commanding the 16th and 18th In-
fantry Brigades it was decided to throw back
the line temporarily in this neighbourhood.

On the evening of the 29th October the
enemy made a sharp attack on Le Gheir, and
on the line to the north of it, but were re-
pulsed.

About midnight a very heavy attack de-
veloped against the 19th Infantry Brigade
south of Croix Marechal. A portion of the
trenches of the Middlesex Regiment was gained
by the enemy and held by him for some hours
till recaptured with the assistance of the de-
tachment from the Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders from Brigade Reserve. The
enemy in the trenches were all bayoneted or
captured. Later information from prisoners
showed that there were twelve battalions oppo-
site the 19th Brigade. Over two hundred
dead Germans were left lying in front of the
Brigade's trenches, and forty prisoners were
taken.

On the evening of the 30th the line of the
llth Infantry Brigade in the neighbourhood of
St. Yves was broken. A counter-attack car-
ried out by Major Prowse with the Somerset
Light Infantry restored the situation. For
his services on this occasion this officer was
recommended for special reward.


