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On the 31st October it became necessary for
the 4th Division to take over the extreme right
of the 1st Cavalry Division's trenches, although
this measure necessitated a still further ex-
tension of the line held by the Third Corps.

8. On October 20th, while engaged in the
attempt to1 force the line of the River Lys, the
Cavalry Corps was attacked from the South
and East. In the evening the 1st Cavalry
Division held the line St. Yves-Messines: the
2nd Cavalry Division from Messines through
Garde Dieu along the Wambeck to Houthem
and Kortewilde.

At 4 p.m. on the 21st October a heavy
attack was made on the 2nd Cavalry Division,
which was compelled to fall back to the line
Messin3s-9th kilo stone on the Warneton--
Oostaverne Eoad-Hollebeke.

On the 22nd I directed the 7th Indian In-
fantry Brigade, less one battalion, to proceed
to Wulverghem in support of the Cavalry
Corps. General Allenby sent two battalions
to Wytschaete and Voormezeele to be placed
under the orders of General Gough, Command-
ing the 2nd Cavalry Division.

On the 23rd, 24th and 25th several attacks
were directed against the Cavalry Corps and
repulsed with loss to the enemy.

On Hie 26th October I directed General
Allenby to endeavour to regain a more for-
ward line, moving in conjunction with the
7th Division. But the latter being apparently
quite unable to take the offensive, the attempt
had to be abandoned.

On October 30th heavy infantry attacks, sup-
ported by powerful artillery fire, developed
against the 2nd and 3rd Cavalry Divisions,
especially against the trenches about Hollebeke
held by the 3rd Cavalry Brigade. At 1.30
p.m. this Brigade was forced to retire, and the
2nd Cavalry Brigade, less one regiment, was
moved across from the 1st Cavalry Division to
a point between Oostaverne and St. Eloi in
support of the 2nd Cavalry Division.

The 1st Cavalry Division in the neighbour-
hood of Messines was also threatened by a
heavy infantry column.

General Allenby still retained the two
Indian Battalions of the 7th Indian Brigade,
although they were in a somewhat exhausted
condition.

After a close survey of the positions and
consultations with the General Officer Com-
manding the Cavalry Corps, I directed four
battalions of the Second Corps, which had
lately been relieved from the trenches by the
Indian Corps, to move to Neuve Eglise under
General Shaw, in support of General Allenby.

The London Scottish Territorial Battalion
was also sent to Neuve Eglise.

It now fell to the lot of the Cavalry
Corps, which had been much weakened by con-
stant fighting, to oppose the advance of two
nearly fresh German Army Corps for a period
of over forty-eight hours, pending the arrival of
a French reinforcement. Their action was
completely successful. I propose' to send
shortly a more detailed account of the opera-
tion.

After the critical situation in front of the
Cavalry Corps, which was ended by the arrival
of the head of the French 16th Army Corps,
the 2nd Cavalry Division was relieved by
General Conneau's French Cavalry Corps; and
concentrated in the neighbourhood of Bailleul.

The 1st Cavalry Division continued to hold
the line of trenches east of Wulverghem.

From that time to the date of this despatch
the Cavalry Divisions have relieved one another
at intervals, and have supported by their
artillery the attacks made by the French
throughout that period on Hollebeke, Wyts-
chaete and Messines.

The Third Corps in its position on the right
of the Cavalry Corps continued throughout the
same period to repel constant attacks against
its front, and suffered severely from the enemy's-
heavy artillery fire.

The artillery of the 4th Division constantly
assisted the French in their attacks.

The General Officer Commanding Third
Corps brings specially to my notice the excel-
lent behaviour of the East Lancashire Regi-
ment, the Hampshire Regiment and the Somer-
setshire Light Infantry in these latter opera-
tions; and the skilful manner in which they
were handled by General Hunter-Weston,
Lieutenant-Colonel Butler and the Battalion-
Commanders.

9. The Lahore Division arrived in its con-
centration area in rear of the Second Corps on-
the 19th and 20th October.

I have already referred to the excellent work
performed by the battalions of this Division
which were supporting the Cavalry. The re-
mainder of the Division from the 25th Octo-
ber onwards were heavily engaged in assisting
the 7th Brigade of the Second Corps in fight-
ing round Neuve Chappelle. Another brigade
took over some ground previously held by the
French 1st Cavalry Corps, and did excellent
service.

On the 28th October especially the 47th
Sikhs and the 20th and 21st Companies of the
3rd Sappers and Miners distinguished them-
selves by their gallant conduct in the attack on
Neuve Chappelle, losing heavily in officers and
men.

After the arrival of the Meerut Division at
Corps Headquarters the Indian Army Corps
took over the line previously held by the
Second Corps, which was then partially drawn
back into reserve. Two and a half brigades of
British Infantry and a large part of the
Artillery of the Second Corps still remained to
assist the Indian Corps in defence of this line.
Two and a half battalions of these brigades
were returned to the Second Corps when the
Ferozepore Brigade joined the Indian Corps
after its support of the Cavalry further North.

The Secunderbad Cavalry Brigade arrived
in the area during the 1st and 2nd November,
and the Jodhpur Lancer® came about the same
time. These were all temporarily attached to
the Indian Corps.

Up to the date of the present despatch the
line held by the Indian Corps has been sub-
jected to constant bombardment by the
enemy's heavy artillery, followed up by
infantry attacks.

On two occasions these attacks were severe.
On the 13th October the 8th Gurkha Rifles

of the Bareilly Brigade were driven from their
trenches, and on the 2nd November a serious
attack was developed against a portion of the
line west of Neuve Chappelle. On this occa-
sion the line was to some extent pierced, and
was consequently slightly bent back.

The situation was prevented from becoming
serious by the excellent leadership displayed
by Colonel Norie, of the 2nd Gurkha Rifles.


