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SATURDAY, 5 DECEMBER, 1914.

Admaralty, 5th December, 1914.

The following despatch has been received
from Field-Marshal Sir J. D. P. French,
G.C.B.,, G.C.V.0.,, K.C.M.G., covering a
despatch from Major-General A, Paris, C.B.,
R.M.A., relating to the operations round Ant-
werp from the 3rd to the 9th October.

From Sir J. D, P. French, Field-dlurshal,
Commanding-in-Chicf, to the Secrctary of
the Admiralty.

In forwarding this report to the Army Coun-
cil at the request of the Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty, I have to state that, from
a comprehensive review of all the circum-
stances, the force of Marines and Naval
Brigades which assisted in the defence of Ant-
werp was handled by General Paris with great
skill and boldness.

Although the results did not include the
actual saving of the fortress, the action of the
force under General Paris certainly delayed
the enemy for a considerable time, and assisted
the Belgian Army to be withdrawn in a con-
dition to enable i, to reorganize and refit, and
regain its value as a fighting force. The des-
truction of war material and ammunition—
which, but for the interventioa of this force,

would have proved of great value to the enemy
—was thus able to be carried out.

The assisbance which the Belgian Army has
rendered throughout the subsequent cadrse of
the operations on the canal and the Yeser river
has been a valuable asset to the allied cause,
and such help must be regarded as an outcome
of the intervention of General Paris’s force. I
am further of opinion that the moral effect
produced on the minds of the Belgian Army
by this necessarily desperate attempt to bring
them succour, before it was too late, has been
of great value to their use and efficiency as a
fighting force.

J. D. P. FRENCH,
Ficld-Marshal,
Commauding-in-Chief.

From the Secretary of the Admirally to
Field Marshal Sir J. D. P. French, Com-
munding-in-Ulief. (Enclosure in No. 1.)

Admiralty,
2nd November, 1914,
Sir,
I am comimmanded by My Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty to transmit herewith



