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were stopped. An immediate counter-attack
by the supporting squadron was stopped by
machine-gun -fire. The line was established
opposite the gap, and a counter-attack by two
squadrons and one company of French reserve
was ordered. At 5.30 p.m., 2nd Cavalry
Division reported that the counter-attack did
not succeed in retaking the'trench blown in,
but that a new line had been established forty
yards in rear of it, and that there was no
further activity on the part of the enemy. At
10 p.m. the situation was unchanged.

The Commander of the Indian Cavalry
Corps expressed a strong desire that the troops
urider his command should gain some experi-
ence in trench warfare. Arrangements' were
made, therefore, with the General Officer Com-
manding the Indian Corps, in pursuance of
which the various units of the Indian Cavalry
Corps have from time to time taken a turn in
the" trenches, and have thereby gained some
valuable experience.

4. About the end of February many vital
considerations induced me to believe that a
vigorous offensive movement by the Forces
under my command should be planned and
carried out at the earliest possible moment.

Amongst the more important reasons1 which
convinced me of this necessity were:—The
general aspect of the Allied situation through-
out Europe, and particularly the marked suc-
cess of the Russian. Army in repelling the
violent onslaughts of Marshal Von Hinden-
burg; the apparent weakening of the enemy
in my front, and the necessity for assisting our
Russian Allies to the utmost by holding as
many hostile troops as possible in the Western
Theatre; the efforts to this end which were
being made by the French Forces at Arras and
Champagne; and, perhaps1 the most weighty
consideration of all, the need of fostering'the
offensive spirit, in the troops' under my com-
mand after the trying and possibly enervating
experiences which they had gone through of a
severe winter in the trenches.

In a former despatch I commented upon the
difficulties and drawbacks which the winter
weather in this climate imposes upon a vigorous
offensive. Early in March these difficulties
became greatly lessened by the drying up of
the country and by spells of brighter weather.

I do not propose in this despatch to enter at
length into the considerations which actuated
me in deciding upon the plan, time and place
of my attack, but Your Lordship is fully aware
of- these.

As mentioned above, the main attack was
carried out by units of the First Army, sup-
ported by troops of the. Second Army and the
general reserve.

The object of the main attack was to be the
capture of the village of Neuve Chapelle and
the enemy's position at that point, and the
establishment of our line as far forward as
possible to the east of that place.

The object, nature and scope of the attack,
and instructions for the conduct of the opera-
tion were communicated by me to Sir Douglas
Haig in a secret memorandum dated 19th
February.

The main topographical feature of this part
of. the theatre is a marked ridge which runs
south-west from a point two miles south-west
of Lille to1 the village of Fournes, whence two

spurs -run out, one due west to a height known
as Haut Pommereau, the other following the
line of the main road to lilies.

The buildings of the village of Neuve
Chapelle run along the Rue du Bois-Fauqui-
sart Road. There is a triangle of roads just
north of the village. This area consists of a
few big houses, with walls, gardens, orchards,
etc., and here, with the .aid of numerous
machine guns, the enemy had established a
strong post which flanked the approaches to the
village.

The Bois du Biez, which lies roughly south-
east of the village of Neuve Chapelle, in-
fluenced the course of this operation.

Full instructions as to assisting and support-
ing the attack were issued to the Second Army.

The battle opened at 7.30 a.m. on the 10th
March by a powerful artillery bombardment
of the enemy's position at Neuve Chapelle.
The artillery bombardment had been well pre-
pared and was most effective, except on the
extreme northern portion of the front of
attack.

At 8.5 a.m. the 23rd (left) and 25th (right)
Brigades of the 8th Division assaulted the
German trenches on the north-west of the
village.

At the same hour the Garhwal Brigade of
the Meerut Division, which occupied the posi-
tion to the south of Neuve Chapelle, assaulted
the German trenches in its front.

The Garhwal Brigade and the 25th Brigade
carried the enemy',a lines of entrenchments
where the wire entanglements had been almost
entirely swept away by our shrapnel fire. The
23rd Brigade, however, on the north-east, was
held up by the wire entanglements, which were
not sufficiently cut.

At 8.5 a.m. the artillery turned on to Neuve
Chapelle, and at 8.35 a.m. the advance of the
infantry was continued.

The 25th and Garhwal Brigades pushed on
eastward and north-eastward respectively, and
succeeded in getting a footing in the village.
The 23rd Brigade was still held up in front of
the enemy's wire entanglements1, and could not
progress. Heavy losses were suffered, especi-
ally in the Middlesex Regiment and the Scot-
tish Rifles. The progress, however, of the
25th Brigade into Neuve Ohapelle immediately
to the south of the 23rd Brigade had the effect
of turning the sputhern flank of the enemy's
defences in front of-the 23rd Brigade.

This fact, combined with powerful artillery
support, enabled the 23rd Brigade to get for-
ward between 10 and 11 a.m., and by 11 a.m.
the whole of the village of Neuve Chapelle and
the roads leading 'northward and south-west-
ward from the eastern end of that village were
in our hands. -

During this time our artillery completely
cut off the village and the surrounding country
from any German reinforcements which could
be thrown into the fight to restore the situa-
tion by means of a curtain of shrapnel fire.
Prisoners subsequently reported that all
attempts1 at reinforcing the front line were
checked.

Steps were at once taken to consolidate the
position won.

Considerable. delay occurred after the cap-
ture of the Neuve Chapelle position. The


