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infantry was greatly disorganised by the violent
nature of the attack and by its passage through
the enemy's trenches and the buildings of the
village. It was necessary to get units to some
extent together before pushing on. The tele-
phonic communication being cut by the
enemy's fire rendered communication between
front and rear most difficult. The fact of the
left of the 23rd Brigade having been held up
had kept back the 8th Division, and had in-
volved a portion of the 25th Brigade in fighting
to the north out of its proper direction of
advance. All this required adjustment. An
orchard held by the enemy north of Neuve
Chapelle also threatened the flank of an
advance towards the Aubers Ridge.

I am of opinion that this delay would not
have 'Occurred had the clearly expressed order
of the General Officer Commanding First Army
been more carefully observed.

The difficulties above enumerated might have
been overcome at an earlier period of the day
if the General ' Officer Commanding 4th
Corps had been able to bring his reserve
brigades more speedily into action.

As it was, the further advance did not com-
mence before 3.30 p.m.

The 21st Brigade was able to form up in the
open on the left without a shot being fired at
it, vnus showing that at the time the enemy's
resistance had been paralysed. The Brigade
pushed forward in the direction of Moulin Du
Pietre.

At first it made good progress, but was subse-
quently held up by the machine:gun fire from
the houses and from a defended work in the
line of the German entrenchments opposite the
right of the 22nd Brigade.

Further to the south the 24th Brigade, which
had been directed on Pietre, was similarly held
up by machine-guns in the houses and trenches
at the road junction six hundred yards north-
west of Pietre.

The 25th Brigade, on the right of the 24th,
was also held up by machine-guns from a
bridge held by the Germans, over the River
Des Layes, which is situated to the north-west
of the Bois Du Biez.

Whilst two Brigades of the Meerut Division
were establishing themselves on the new line,
the Dehra Dun Brigade, supported by the
Jullundur Brigade of the Lahorfe Division,
.moved to the attack of the Bois Du Biez, but
were held up on the line of the River Des Layes
by the German post at the bridge which enfi-
laded them and brought them to a standstill.

The defended bridge over the River Des
Layes and its neighbourhood immediately
assumed considerable importance. Whilst
artillery fire was brought to bear, as far as cir-
cumstances would permit, on this point, Sir
Douglas Haig directed the 1st .Corps to despatch
one or more battalions of the 1st Brigade in
support of the troops attacking the bridge.
Three battalions were thus sent to Richebourg
St. Vaast. Darkness coming on, and the
enemy having brought up reinforcements, no
further progress could be made, and the Indian
Corps and 4th Corps proceeded to consolidate

.the position they had gained.
Whilst the operations which I have thus

briefly recorded were going .on, the 1st Corps,
,in accordance with orders, delivered an attack

in the morning from Givenchy, simultaneously
with that against Neuve Chapelle'; but, as the
enemy's wire was insufficiently cut, very little
progress could be made, and the troops at this
point did little more than hold fast the
Germans in front of them.

On the following day, March llth, the
attack was renewed by the 4th and Indian
Corps, but it was soon seen that a further
advance would be impossible until the artillery
had dealt effectively with the various houses
and defended localities which held up the
troops along the entire front. Efforts were
made to direct the artillery fire accordingly;
but owing to the weather conditions, which did
net permit of aerial observation, and the fact
that nearly all the telephonic communications
between the artillery observers and their bat-
teries had been cut, it was impossible to do so
with sufficient accuracy. Even when our troops
which were pressing forward occupied a house
here and there, it was not possible to stop our
artillery fire, and the infantry had to be with-
drawn.

The two principal points which barred the
advance were the same as on the preceding
day—namely, the enemy's position about
Moulin de Pietre and at the bridge over the
River des Layes.

On the 12th March the same unfavourable
conditions as regards weather prevailed, and
hampered artillery action.

Although the 4th and Indian Corps most
gallantly attempted to capture the strongly
fortified positions in their front, they were
unable to maintain themselves, although they
succeeded in holding them for some hours.

Operations on this day were chiefly remark-
able for the violent counter-attacks, supported
by artillery, which were delivered by the
Germans, and the ease with which they were
repulsed.

As most of the objects for which the opera-
tions had been undertaken had been attained,
and as there were reasons why I considered it
inadvisable to continue the attack at that time,
I directed Sir Douglas Haig on the night of the
12th to hold and consolidate the ground which
had been gained by the 4th and Indian Corps,
and to suspend further offensive operations for
the present.

On the morning of the 12th I informed the
General Officer Commanding 1st Army that he
could call on the 2nd Cavalry Division, under
General Gough, for immediate support in the
event of the successes of the First Army open-
ing up opportunities for its favourable employ-
ment. This Division and a Brigade of the
North Midland Division, which was tem-
porarily attached to it. was moved forward for
this purpose.

The 5th Cavalry Brigade, under Sir Philip
Chetwode, reached the Rue Bacquerot at 4 p.m.,
with a view to rendering immediate support;
but he was informed by the General Officer
Commanding 4th Corps that the situation was
not so favourable as he had hoped it would be,
and that no further action by the cavalry was
advisable.

General Gough's command, therefore,
retired to Estaires.

The artillery of all kinds was handled with
the utmost energy and skill- usid rendered in-


