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valuable support in the prosecution of the
attack.

The losses during these three days' fighting
were, I regret to say, very severe, numbering—

190 officers and*2,337 other ranks, killed.
359 officers and 8,174 other ranks, wounded.

23 officers and 1,728 other ranks, missing,
But the results attained were, in my opinion,
wide and far reaching.

The enemy left several thousand dead on the
battlefield which were seen and counted; and
we have positive information that upwards of
12,000 wounded were removed to the north-
east and east by train.

Thirty officers and 1,657 other ranks of the
enemy were captared.

I can best .express my estimate of this battle
by quoting an extract from a Special Order of
the Day which I addressed to Sir Douglas Haig
and the First Army at its conclusion': —

" I am anxious to express to you person-
ally my warmest appreciation of the skilful
manner in which you have' carried out your
orders, and my fervent and most heartfelt
appreciation of the magnificent gallantry
and devoted, tenacious courage displayed by
all ranks whom you have ably led to success
and victory."
5. Some operations in the nature of holding

attacks, carried out by, troops of the Second
Army, were instrumental in keeping the enemy
in front of them occupied, and preventing re-
inforcements being sent from those portions of
the front to the main point of attack.

At 12.30 a.m. on the 12th March the 17th
Infantry Brigade of the 4th Division, 3rd
Corps, engaged ib an attack on the enemy
which resulted in the capture of the village of
L'Epinette and adjacent farms.

Supported by a brisk fire from the 18th In-
fantry Brigade, the 17th Infantry Brigade,
detailed for the attack, assaulted in two
columns converging, and obtained the first
houses of the village without much loss. The
remainder of the village was very heavily
wired, and the enemy got away by means of
communication trenches while our men were
cutting through the wire.

The enemy suffered considerable loss; our
casualties being 5 officers and 30 other ranks,
killed and wounded.

The result of this operation was that an
advance of 300 yards was made on a front of
half a mile.

All attempts to retake this position have been
repulsed with heavy loss to the enemy.

The General Officer Commanding the Second
Corps arranged for an attack on a part of the
enemy's position to the south-west of the
village of Wytschaete which he had timed to
commence at 10 a.m. on the 12th March.
Owing to dense fog, the assault could not be
made until 4 o'clock in the afternoon.

It was then commenced by the Wiltshire and
Worcestershire Regiments, but was so ham-
pered by the mist and .the approach, of dark-
ness that nothing more was effected than hold-
ing the enemy to his ground.

• The action of St. .Eloi referred to in the first
paragraph of this despatch commenced . at
6 p.m. on the 14th March by a very .heavy

cannonade which was directed against our
trenches in front of St. Eloi, the village itself
and the approaches to it. There is a large
mound lying to the south-east of the village.
When the artillery attack was at its height a
mine was exploded under this mound, and a
strong hostile infantry attack was immediately
launched against the trenches and the mound.

Our artillery opened fire at once, as well as
our infantry, and inflicted considerable losses
on the enemy during their advance; but, chiefly
owing to1 the explosion of the mine and the
surprise of the overwhelming artillery attack,
the enemy's infantry had penetrated the first
line of trenches at some points. As a conse-
quence the garrisons of other works which had
successfully resisted the assault were enfiladed
and forced to retire just before it turned dark.

A counter attack was at once organised by
the General Officer Commanding 82nd Brigade,
under the orders of the General Officer Com-
manding 27th Division, who brought up a
reserve brigade to support it.

The attack was launched at 2 a.m., and the
82nd Brigade succeeded in recapturing the por-
tion of the village of St. Eloi which was in the
hands of the enemy and a portion of. the
trenches east of it. At 3 a .m. the 80th Brigade
in support took more trenches to the east.and
west of the village.

The counter attack, which was well carried
out under difficult conditions, resulted in the
recapture of all lost ground of material im-
portance.

It is satisfactory to be able to record that,
though the troops occupying the first line of
trenches were at first overwhelmed, they after-
wards behaved very gallantly in the counter-
attack for the recovery of the lost ground; and
the following units earned and received the
special commendation, of the Army Com-
mander : —The 2nd Royal Irish Fusiliers, the
2nd Duke of 'Cornwall's Light Infantry, the
1st Leinster Regiment, the 4th Rifle Brigade
and the Princess Patricia's Canadian Light
Infantry.

A vigorous attack made by the enemy on the
17th to recapture these trenches was repulsed
with great loss.

Throughout the period under review night
enterprises by smaller or larger patrols, which
were led with consummate skill and daring,
have been very active along the whole line,

A moral superiority has thus been estab-
lished, and valuable information has been col-
lected.

I cannot speak too highly of the invincible
courage and the remarkable resource displayed
by these patrols.

The troops of the 3rd Corps have particu-
larly impressed me by their conduct.of these
operations.

6. The work of the Royal Flying Corps
throughout this period, and especially during
the operations of the 10th, llth, and 12th
March, was of the greatest value. Though
the weather on March 10th and on the subse-
quent days was very unfavourable for aerial
work, on account of low-lying clouds and mist,
a remarkable number of hours flying of a most
valuable character were effected, and con-


