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tinuous and close reconnaissance was main-
tained over the enemy's front.

In addition to the work of reconnaissance
and observation of artillery fire, the Royal
Flying Corps was charged with the special
duty of hampering the enemy's movements by
destroying various points on his communica-
tions. The railways at Menin, C'ourtrai, Don
and Douai were attacked, and it is known that
very extensive damage was effected at certain
of these places. Part of a troop train was hit
by a bomb, a wireless installation near Lille is
believed to have been effectively destroyed, and
a -house in which the enemy had installed one
of his Headquarters was set on fire. These
afford other instances of successful operations
of this character. Most of the objectives men-
tioned were attacked at a height of only 100 to
150 feet. In one case the pilot descended to
about 50 feet above the point he was attacking.

Certain new and important forms of activity,
which it is undesirable to specify, have been
initiated and pushed forward with much vigour
and success.

There have been only eight days during the
period under review on which reconnaissances
have not been made. A total of approximately
130,000 miles have been flown—almost entirely
over the enemy's lines.

No great activity has been shown over our
troops on the part of the enemy's aircraft, but
they have been attacked whenever and
wherever met with, and usually forced down or
made to seek refuge in their own lines.

7. In my last despatch I referred to the re-
markable promptitude and rapidity with which
reinforcements arrived in this country from
England. In connection with this it is of
interest to call attention to the fact that, in
spite of the heavy casualties incurred in the
fighting between the 10th and 15th March, all
deficiencies, both in officers and rank and file,
were made good within a few days of the con-
elusion of the battle.

The drafts for the Indian Contingents have
much improved of late, and are now quite
satisfactory.

Since the date of my last report the general
health of the Army has been excellent; enteric
has decreased, and there has been no recur-
rence on any appreciable scale of the '' foot''
trouble which appeared so threatening in
December and January.

These results are due to the skill and energy
which have characterised in a marked degree
the work of the Royal Army Medical Corps
throughout the campaign, under the able
supervision of Surgeon-General T. J.
O'Donnell, D.S.O., Deputy Director-General,
Medical Services. But much credit is also due
to Divisional, Brigade, Regimental and Com-
pany Commanders for the close supervision
which has been kept over the health of their
men by seeing that the precautions laid down
for the troops before entering and after leaving
the trenches are duly observed, and by the
establishment and efficient maintenance of
bathing-places and wash-houses, and by the
ingenious means universally employed through-
out the Forces to maintain the cleanliness of
the men, having regard both to their bodies
and their clothing.

I have inspected most of these houses and
establishments, and consider them models of
careful.organisation and supervision.

I would particularly comment upon the
energy displayed by the Royal Army Medical
Corps in the scientific efforts they have made
to discover and check disease in its earliest
stages by a system of experimental research,
which I think has never before been so fully
developed in the field.

In this work they have been ably assisted by
those distinguished members of the medical
profession who are now employed as Military
Medical Officers, and whose invaluable services
I gratefully acknowledge.

The actual strength of- the Force in the field
has been increased and the health of the troops
improved by a system of "convalescent''
hospitals.

In these establishments slight wounds1 and
minor ailments are treated, and men requiring
attention and rest are received.

By these means: efficient soldiers, whose ser-
vices would otherwise be lost for a long time,
are kept in the country, whilst a large number
of men are given immediate relief and rest
when they require it without removing them
from the area of operations.

This adds materially to the fighting efficiency
of the Forces.

The principal convalescent hospital is at St.
Omer. It was started and organised by
Colonel A. F. L. Bate, Army Medical Service,
whose zeal, energy and organising power have
rendered it a model hospital of its kind, and
this example has materially assisted in the
efficient organisation of similar smaller estab-
lishments at every Divisional Headquarters.

8. I have already commented upon the
number and severity of the casualties in action
which have occurred in the period under report.
Here once again I have to draw attention to the
excellent work done by Surgeon-General
O'Donnell and his officers. No organisation
could excel the efficiency of the arrangements—
whether in regard, to time, space, care and
comfort, or transport—which are made for the
speedy evacuation of the wounded.

I wish particularly to express my deep sense
of the loss incurred by the Army in General,
and by the Forces in France in particular, in
the death of Brigadier-General J. E. Gough,
V.C., C.M.G., A.D.C., late Brigadier-General,
General Staff, First Army, which occurred on
22nd February as a result of a severe wound
received on the 20th February when inspecting
the trenches of the 4th Corps.

I always regarded General Gough as one of
our most promising military leaders of the
future. His services as a Staff Officer through-
out the campaign have been invaluable, and I
had already brought his name before Your
Lordship for immediate promotion.

I can well understand how deeply these
casualties are felt by the nation at large, but
each daily report shows clearly that they are
being endured on at least an equal scale by all
the combatants engaged throughout Europe,
friends and foes alike.

In war as it is to-day between civilised
nations, armed to the teeth with the present
deadly rifle and machine-gun, heavy casual-


