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ties are absolutely unavoidable.  For ‘the
slightest: undue exposure the heaviest toll is
exacted.

The power of defence conferred by modern
weapons is the main cause of the long duration
of the battles of the present day, and it is this
fact which mainly accounts for such loss and
waste of life. _

‘Both one and the other can, however, be
shortened and lessened if atbacks can be sup-
ported by the most efficient and powerful force
of artillery available; but an almost unlimited

supply of ammunition is necessary and a most-

liberal discretionary power as to its use must
be given to the Artillery Commanders.

T am confident that this is the only means by
which great results can be obtained with a
minimum of loss. .

9. On the 15th February the Canadian Divi-
sion began to arrive in this country. I in-
spected the Division, which was under the
command of Lieutenant-General E. A. H.
Alderson, C.B., on 20th February.

They presented a splendid and mosb soldier-
like appearance on parade. The men were of
good physique, hard and fib. I judged by
what I saw of them that they were well trained,
and quite able to take their places in the line
of battle.

Since then the Division has thoroughly justi-
fied the good opinion I formed of it.

The troops of the Canadian Division were first
attached for a few days by brigades for training
in the 3rd Corps trenches under Lieutenant-
General Sir William Pulteney, who gave me
such an excellent report of their efficiency that
I was able to employ them in the trenches early
in March. .

During the Battle of Neuve Chapelle they
held a part of the line allotted to the First
Army, and, although they were not actually
engaged in the main attack, they rendered
valuable help by keeping the enemy actively
employed in front of their trenches.

All the soldiers of Canada serving in the
Army under my command have so far splen-
didly upheld the traditions of the Empire, and
will, I feel sure, prove to be a great source of
additional strength to the forces in this country.

In former despatches I have been able to
comment very favourably upon the conduct and
bearing of the Territorial Forces throughout
the operations in which they have been
engaged.

As time goes on, and I see more and more
of their work, whether in the trenches or en-
gaged in more active operations, I am still
further impressed with their value.

Several battalions were engaged in the most
critical moments of the heavy fighting which
occurred in the middle of March, and they
acquitted themselves with the utmost credit.

Up till lately the troops of the Territorial
Force in this country were only employed by
battalions, but for some weeks past I have seen
formed divisions working together, and I have
every hope that their employment in the larger
units will prove as successful as in the smaller.

These opinions_are fully borne out by the
result of the close inspection which I have
recently made of the North Midland Division,

under Major-General Hon. Montagu-Stuart--
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Wortley, and the 2nd London Division, under
Major-General Barter. ‘

.10. General Baron Von Kaulbars, of the
Russian General Staff, arrived at my Head-
quarters on the 18th March. He was anxious
to study our aviation system, and I gave him
every opportunity of doing so.

The Bishop of London arrived here with his

_Chaplain on Saturday, March 27th, and left on

Monday, April 5th.

During the course of his visit to the Army
His Lordship was at the front every day, and
I think T am right in saying that there was
scarcely a unit in the command which was not
at one time or another present at his services
or addresses.

Personal fatigue and even danger were com-
pletely ignored by His Lordship. The Bishop
held several services virtually under shell fire,
and . it was with difficulty that he could be
prevented from carrying on his ministrations
under rifle fire in the trenches.

I am anxious to place on record my deep
sense of the good effect produced throughout
the Army by this seif-sacrificing devotion on-
the part of the Bishop of London, to whom I
feel personally very deeply indebted.

. T have once more to remark upon the devo-
tion to duty, courage and contempt of danger
which has characterised the work of the Chap-
lains of the Army throughout this campaign.

11. The increased strength of the Force and
the gradual exhaustion of the local resources
have necessitated a corresponding increase in
our demands on the Line of Communications,
since we are now compelled to import many
articles which in the early stages could be ob-
tained by local purchase. The Directorates
concerned have, however, been carefully watch-
ing the situation, and all the Administrative
Services on the Line of Communications have
continued to work with smoothness and regu-
larity, in spite of the increased pressure
thrown upon them. In this connection I wish
to bring to notice the good service which has
been rendered by the Staff of the Base Ports.

The work of the Railway Transport Depart-
ment has been excellently carried out, and I
take this opportunity of expressing my appre-
ciation of the valuable service rendered by the
French railway authorities generally, and espe-
cially by Colonel Ragueneau, late Directeur des
Chemins de Fer,. Lieutenant-Colonel Le
Hénaff, Directeur des Chemins de Fer, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Dumont, Commissaire Mili-
taire, Chemin de Fer du Nord, and Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Frid, Commissaire Regulateur,
Armée Anglaise.

The Army Postal Service has continued to
work well, and at the present time a letter
posted in London is delivered at General Head-
quarters or at the Headquarters of the Armies
and Army Corps on the following evening, and
reaches an addressee in the trenches on the
second day after posting. The delivery of
parcels has also been accelerated, and is carried
out with regularity and despatch.

12. His Majesty the King of the Belgians
visited the British lines on .February 8th and
inspected some of the units in reserve behind
the trenches.

During the last two months I have been
much indebted to His Majesty and his gallant



