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About midnight these ships, each towing a
number of cutters and other small boats,
silently slipped their cables and, escorted by
the 3rd Squadron of the Fleet, steamed slowly
towards their final rendezvous at Cape Helles.
The rendezvous was reached just before dawn
on the 25th. The morning was absolutely
still; there was no sign of life on the shore;
a thin veil of mist hung motionless over the
promontory; the surface of the sea was as
smooth as glass. The four battleships and four
cruisers which formed the 3rd Squadron at
once took up the positions that had been
allotted to them, and at 5 a.m., it being then
light enough to fire, a violent bombardment of
the enemy's defences was begun. Meanwhile
the troops were being rapidly transferred to the
small boats in which they were to be towed
ashore. Not a move on the part of the
enemy; except for shells thrown from the
Asiatic side of the Straits the guns of the Fleet
remained unanswered. o

The detachment detailed for S beach (Bski
Hissarlik Point) consisted of the 2nd South
Wales Borderers (less one company) under
Lieut.-Colonel Casson. Their landing was de-
layed by the current, but by 7.30 a.m. it had
been successfully effected at the cost of some 50
casualties, and Lieut.-Colonel Casson was able
to establish his small force on the high ground
near De Totts Battery. Here he maintained
himself until the general advance on the 27th
brought him into touch with the main body.

The landing on Y beach was entrusted to the
King's Own Scottish Borderers and the Ply-
mouth (Marine) Battalion, Bvoyal Naval Divi-
sion, specially attached to the 29th Division for
this task, the whole under command of Lieut. -
Colonel Koe. The beach at this point con-
sisted merely of a narrow strip of sand at the
foot of a crumbling scrub-covered cliff some 200
feet high immediately to the west of Krithia.

A number of small gullies running down the
face of the cliff facilitated the climb to the
summit, and so impracticable had these pre-
cipices appeared to the Turks that no steps had
been taken to defend them. Very different
would it have been had we, as was at one time
intended, taken Y 2 for this landing. There
a large force of infantry, entrenched up to
their necks, and supported by machine and
Hotchkiss guns, were awaiting an attempt
which could hardly have made good its footing.
But at Y both battalions were able in the first
instance to establish themselves on the
heights, reserves of food, water and ammuni-
tion were hauled up to the top of the cliff, and,
in accordance with the plan of operations, an
endeavour was immediately made to gain touch
with the troops landing at X beach. Unfor-
tunately, the enemy's strong detachment from
Y 2 interposed, our troops landing at X were
fully occupied in attacking the Turks imme-
diately to their front, and the attempt to join
hands was not persevered with.

Later in the day a large force of Turks were
seen to be advancing upon the cliffs above Y
beach from the direction of Krithia, and
Colonel Koe was obliged to entrench. From
this time onward his small force- was subjected
to strong and repeated attacks, supported by
field artillery, and owing to the- configuration
of the ground, which here drop* inland from
the edge of the cliff, the guns of tifee supporting
ships could render him littfe assistance.
Throughout the afternoon and afB 'through the

night the Turks made assault after assault upon
the British line. They threw bombs into the
trenches, and, favoured by darkness, actually
led a pony with a machine gun on its back over
the defences and were proceeding to come into
action in the middle of our position when they
were bayonetted. The British, repeatedly
counter-charged with the bayonet, and always
drove off the enemy for the moment, but the
Turks were in a vast superiority and fresh
troops took the place of those who temporarily
fell back. Colonel Koe (since died of wounds)
had become a casualty early in the day, and the
number of officers and men killed and wounded
during the incessant fighting was very heavy.
By 7 a.m. on the 26th only about half of the
King's Own Scottish Borderers remained to
man the entrenchment made for four times
their number. These brave fellows were abso-
lutely worn out with continuous fighting; it
was doubtful if reinforcements- could reach
them in time, and orders were issued for them
to be re-embarked. Thanks to H.M.S.
" Goliath," " Dublin," " Amethyst," and
" Sapphire," thanks also to the devotion of a
small rearguard of the King's Own Scottish
Borderers, which kept off the enemy from
lining the cliff, the re-embarkation of the whole
of the troops, together with the wounded,
stores and ammunition, was safely accom-
plished, and both battalions were brought
round the southern end of the peninsula. De-
plorable as the heavy losses had been, and un-
fortunate as was the tactical failure to make
good so much ground at the outset, yet, taking
the operation as it stood, there can be no doubt
it has contributed greatly to the success of the
main attack, seeing that the plucky stand made
at Y beach had detained heavy columns of the
enemy from arriving at the southern end of
the peninsula during what it will be seen was
a very touch-and-go struggle.

The landing-place known as X beach con-
sists of a strip of sand some 200 yards long by
8 yards wide at the foot of a low cliff. The
troops to be landed here were the1 1st Royal
Fusiliers, who were to be towed ashore from
H.M.S. " Implacable " in two parties, half a
battalion at a time, together with a beach
working party found by the Anson Battalion,
Royal Naval Division. About 6 a.m. H.M.S.
" Implacable," with a boldness much admired
by the Army, stood quite close in to the beach,
firing very rapidly with every gun she could
bring to bear. Thus seconded, the Royal
Fusiliers made good their landing with but
little loss. The battalion then advanced to
attack the Turkish trenches on the Hill 114,
situated between V and W beaches, but were
heavily counter-attacked and forced, to give
ground. Two more battalions of the 87th
Brigade soon followed them, and by evening
the troops had established themselves in an en-
trenched position extending from half a mile
round the landing-place and as far south as
Hill 114. Here they were in touch with the
Lancashire Fusiliers, who had landed on W
beach. Brigadier-General Marshall, com-
manding the 87th Brigade, had been wounded
during the day's fighting, but continued in
command of the brigade.

The landing on V beach was planned to take
place on the following lines: —

As soon as the enemy's defences had been
heavily bombarded by the fleet, three com-
panies of the Dublin Fusiliers were to be towed


