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ashore. They were to be closely followed by
the collier ‘‘River Clyde’ (Commander
Unwin, R.N.), carrying between decks the
balance of the Dublin Fusiliers, the Munster
Fusiliers, half a battalion of the Hampshire
Regiment, the West Riding Field Company,
and other details.

The ¢ River Clyde’’ had been specially pre-
pared for the rapid disembarkation of her com-
plement, and large openings for the exit of the
troops had been cut in her sides, giving on to
a wide gang-plank by which the men could
pass rapidly into lighters which she had in fow.
As soon as the first tows had reached land the
¢‘ River Clyde »’ was to be run straight ashore.
Her lighters were to be placed in position to
form a gangway between the ship and the
beach, and by this means it was hoped that
2,000 men could be thrown ashore with the
utmost rapidity. Further, to assist in cover-
ing the landing, a battery of machine guns,
protected by sandbags, had been mounted in
her bows.

The remainder of the covering force detailed
for this beach was then to follow in tows from
the attendant battleships.

V beach is situated immediately to the west
of Sedd-el-Bar. Between the bluff on which
stands Sedd-el-Bahr village and that which is
crowned by No. 1 Fort the ground forms a
very regular amphitheatre of three or four
hundred yards radius. The slopes down to the
beach are slightly concave, so that the whole
area contained within the limits of this natural
amphitheatre, whose grassy terraces rise gently
to a height of a hundred feet above the shore,
can be swept by the fire of a defender. The
beach itself is a sandy strip some 10 yards wide
and 350 yards long, backed along almost the
whole of its extent by a low sandy escarpment
about 4 feet high, where the ground falls
nearly sheer down to the beach. The slight
shelter afforded by this escarpment played no
small part in the operations of the succeeding
thirty-two hours.

At the south-eastern extremity of the beach,
between the shore and the village, stands the
old fort of Sedd-el-Bahr, a battered ruin with
wide breaches in its walls and mounds of fallen
masonry within and around it. On the ridge
to the north, overloocking the amphitheatre,
stands a ruined barrack. Both of these build-
ings, as well as No. 1 Fort, had been long bom-
barded by the fleet, and the guns of the forts
had been put out of action ; but their crumbled
walls and the ruined outskirts of the village
afforded cover for riflemen, while from the ter-
raced slopes already described the defenders
were able to command the open beach, as a stage
is overlooked from the balconies of a theatre.
On the very margin of the beach a strong
‘barbed-wire entanglement, made of heavier
metal and longer barbs than I have ever seen
elsewhere, ran right across from the old fort
of Sedd-el-Bahr to the foot of the north-
western headland. Two-thirds of the way up
the ridge a second and even stronger entangle-
ment crossed the amphitheatre, passing in front
of the old barrack and ending in the outskirts
of the village. A third transverse entangle-
ment, joining these two, ran up the hill near
the eastern end of the beach, and almost at
right angles to ib. Above the upper entangle-
ment the ground was scored with the enemy’s
trenches, in one of which four pom-poms were
emplaced ; in others were dummy pom-poms to

draw fire, while the débris of the shattered
buildings on either flank afforded cover and
concealment for a number of machine guns,
which brought a cross-fire to bear on the ground
already swept by rifle fire from the ridge.

Needless to say, the difficulties in the way
of previous reconnaissance had rendered it im-
possible to obtain detailed information with re-
gard either to the locality or to the enemy’s
preparations.

As often happens in war, the actual course of
events did not quite correspond with the inten-
tions of the Commander. The ‘“ River Clyde
came into position off Sedd-el-Bahr in advance
of the tows, and, just as the latter reached the
shore, Commander Unwin beached his ship
also. Whilst the boats and the collier were
approaching the landing place the Turks made
no sign. Up to the very last moment it ap-
peared as if the landing was to be unopposed.
But the moment the first boat touched bottom
the storm broke. A tornado of fire swept over
the beach, the incoming boats, and the collier.
The Dublin Fusiliers and the naval boabs’
crews suffered exceedingly heavy losses while
still in the boats. Those who succeeded in
landing and in crossing the strip of sand
managed to gain some cover when they reached
the low escarpment on the further side. None
of the boats, however, were able to get off
again, and they and their crews were destroyed
upon the beach.

Now came the moment for the ‘‘River
Clyde ’ to pour forth her living freight; but
grievous delay was caused here by the difficulty
of placing the lighters in position between the
ship and the shore. A strong current hindered
the work and the enemy’s fire was so intense
that almost every man engaged upon it was im-
mediately shot. Owing, however, to the
splendid gallantry 6f the naval working party,
the lighters were eventually placed in position,
and then the disembarkation began.

A company of the Munster Fusiliers led the
way ; but, short as was the distance, few of the
men ever reached the farther side of the beach
through the hail of bullets which poured down
upon them from both fianks and the front. As
the second company followed, the extemporised
pier of lighters gave way in the current. The
end nearest to the shore drifted into deep water,
and many men who had escaped being shot. were
drowned by the weight of their equipment in
trying to swim from the lighter to the beach.
Undaunted workers were still forthcoming,
the lighters were again brought into position,
and the third company of the Munster Fusiliers
rushed ashore, suffering heaviest loss this time
from shrapnel as well as from rifle, pom-pom,
and machine-gun fire. '

For a space the attempb to land was discon-
tinued. When it was resumed the lighters
again drifted into, deep water, with Brigadier-
General Napier, Captain Costeker, his Brigade
Major, and a number of men of the Hampshire
Regiment on board. There was nothing for
them all but to lie down on the lighters, and it
was here that General Napier and Captain
Costeker were killed. At this time, between
10 and 11 a.m., about 1,000 men had left the
collier, and of these nearly half had been killed
or wounded before they could reach the little
cover afforded by the steep, sandy bank at the
top of the beach. Further attempts to dis-
embark were now given up. Had the troops all
been in open boats but few of them would have
lived to tell the tale. But, most fortunately,



