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the collier was.so constructed as to.afford fairly
efficient protection to the men who were still on
board, and, so leng as they made no attempt
to land, they suffered comparatively little loss.

Throughout: the remainder of the day there
was practically no change in the position of
affairs. The situation was probably saved by
the machine-guns on the “ River Clyde,”” which
did valuable service in keeping down the
enemy’s fire and in preventing any attempt on
their part to.launch a counter-attack. One
half-company, of the Dublin Fusiliers, which
had, heen landed at a, camber just east of Sedd-
el-Bahr village, was, unable to work its way
across to V beach, and by mid-day had omly
twenty-five men left. It was proposed to divert
to Y beach that part of the main body which
had been intended to land on V beach ; but this
would have involved considerable delay owing
to the distance, and the main body was diverted
to W beach, where the Lancashire Fusiliers had
already effected a landing. .

Late in the afternoon part of the Worcester-
shire Regiment and the Lancashire Fusiliers
worked across the high ground from W beach,
and seemed likely to relieve the situation by
taking the defenders of V beach in flank.
The pressure on their own front, however, and
the numerous barbed-wire entanglements which
intervened, checked this advance, and at night-
fall'the Turkish garrison still held their ground.
Jiust before dark some small parties of our men
made their way along ths shore to the outes
walls of the Old Fort, and when night had
fallen the remainder of the infantry from: the
collier were landed. A good force was now
available for attack, but.our troops were at, such
a cruel disadvantage as to. position, and the fire
of the enemy was still so accurate in the bright
moonlight that all attempts to clear the. fort
and the outskirts of the village during the night
failed one after the other. The wounded whc
were able to do so without support returned tc
the collier under cover of darkness; but other-
wisge the situation at daybreak on the 26th was
the same as it had been on the previous day,
except that the troops first landed were be
coming very exhausted.

Twenty-four hours after the disembarkation
began there were ashore on V beach the sur
vivors of the Dublin and Munster Fusiliers and
of two companies of the Hampshire Regiment.
The Brigadier and his Brigade-Major had been
killed ; Lieutenant-Colonel Carrington Smith,
commanding the Hampshire Regiment, had
been killed and theadjutanthad been wounded.
The Adjutant of the Munster Fusiliers was
wounded, and the great majority of the senior
officers were either wounded or killed. The
-remnant of the landing-party still crouched or
the beach beneath the shelter of the sandy
escarpment which had saved so many lives.
With them were two officers of my Genera!
Staff—Lieutenant-Colonel Doughty-Wylie and
Lieutenant-Colonel Williams. These two
officers, who had landed from the ‘‘ River
Clyde,’”. had been striving, with conspicuous
contempt for danger, to keep all their comrades
in good beart during this day and night of
ceaseless imminent peril.

Now that it was davlight once more, Lieu-
tenant-Colonels Doughty-Wylie and Williams
seb to work to organise an attack on the hil)
above the beach. Any soldier who has endea-

voured to pull scattered units together after

they have been dominated for many consecutive
hours by close and continuous fire will be able
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to take the measure of their difficulties. Forbu-
nately, General- Hunter Weston had arranged
with Rear-Admiral Wemyss about this same
time for a heavy bombardment to be opened by
the ships upon the Old Fort, Sedd-el-Bahr
Village, the Old Castle north of the villags, and
on the ground leading up from the beach.
Under cover of this bombardment, and led by
Lieutenant-Colonel Doughty-Wylie and Cap-
tain Walford, Brigade-Major R.A., the troops
gained a footing in the village by 10 a.m. They
encountered a most stubborn opposition and
suffered heavy losses from the fire of well-con-
cealed riflemen and machine-guns. Undeterred
by the resistance, and supported by the naval
gunfire, they pushed forward, and soon after
midday they penetrated to the northern edge
of the village, whence.they were in a position to
attack the Old Castle and Hill 141. During
this advance Captain Walford was killed.
Lieutenant-Colonel Doughty-Wylie had most
gallantly led the attack all the way up from
the beach through the west side of the village,
under a galling fire. And now, when, owing
so largely to his own inspiring example and
intrepid courage, the position had almost been
gained, he was killed while leading the lash
assault. But the attack was pushed forward
without wavering, and, fighting their way
across the open with great dash, the troops
gained the summit and occupied the Old Castle
and Hill 141 before 2 p.m. = | T

W beach consists, of a strip of deep, powdery,
sand some 350.yards long and from 15 to 40
yards wide, situated immediately south of
Tekke Burnu, where a small gully. running
down to the sea opens out a break in the cliffs.
On either flank of the beach the ground rises
precipitously but, in the centre, a number of
sand dunes afford a more gradual access to the
ridge overlooking the sea. Much time and in-,
genuity had been employed by the Turks in
turning this landing place into a death trap.
Close to the water’s edge a broad wire entangle-
ment extended the whole length of the shore,
and a supplementary barbed network lay con-
cealed under the surface of the sea in the
shallows. Land mines and sea mines had been
laid. The high ground overlooking the beach
was strongly fortified with trenches to which
the gully afforded a natural covered approach.
A number of machine guns also were cunningly
tucked away into holes in the cliff so as to be
immune from a naval bombardment whilst
they were converging their fire on the wire en-
tanglements. The crest of the hill overlooking
the beach was in its turn commanded by high
ground to the north-west and south-east, and
especially by two strong infantry redoubts near
point 138. Both these redoubts were pro-
tected by wire entanglements abput 20 feet
broad, and could be approached only by a
bare glacis-like slope leading up from the high
ground above W beach or from the Cape
Helles lighthouse. In addition, another
separate entanglement ran down from these
two redoubts to the edge of the cliff near the
lighthouse, making intercommunication be-
tween V and W beaches impossible until these
redoubts had been captured. ‘

So strong, in fact, were the defences of W’
beach that the Turks may well have considered
them impregnable, and it is my firm conyiction
that no finer feat of arms has ever been
achieved by the British soldier—or any other
soldier—than the storming of these trenches
from ppen boats on the morning of 25th April.
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