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nor was any attack .lelivered by the enemy.
The landing of the bulk of the artillery was
completed, and a readjustment of the line took
place, the portion held by the French being
somewhat increased.

Two more battalions of the Royal Naval
Division had been disembarked, and these, to-
gether with three battalions of the 88th Brigade
withdrawn from the line, were formed into a
reserve.

This reserve was increased on the 1lst May
by the addition of the 29th Indian Infantry
Brigade, which released the three battalions of
the 88th Brigade to return to the trenches.
The Corps Expéditionnaire d’Orient had dis-
embarked the whole of their infantry and all
but two of their batteries by the same evening.

At 10 p.m. the Turks opened a hot shell fire
upon our position, and half an hour later, just
before the rise of the moon, they delivered a
series of desperate attacks. Their formation
was in three solid lines, the men in the fromt
rank being deprived of ammunition to make
them rely only upon the bayonet. The officers
were served out with coloured Bengal lights to
fire from their pistols, red indicating to the
Turkish guns that they were to lengthen their
range ; white that our front trenches had been
stormed ; green that our main position had been
carried. The Turkish attack was to crawl on
hands and knees until the time came for the
‘final rush to be made. An eloquent hortative
was signed Vion Zowenstern and addressed to
the Turkish rank and file who were called upon,
by one mighty effort, to fling us all back into
the sea,

‘¢ Attack’ the enemy with the bayonet and
utterly destroy him !

‘“ We shall not retire one step; for, if we do,
our religion, our country and our nation will
perish!

‘“ Soldiers! The world is looking at you!
Your only hope of salvation is to bring this
battle to a successful issue or gloriously to give
up your life in the attempt | ’’

The first momentum of this ponderous on-
slaught fell upon the right of the 86th Brigade,
an unlucky spot, seeing all the officers there-
abouts had already been killed or wounded.
So when the Turks came right on without firing
and charged into the trenches with the bayonet
they made an ugly gap in the line. This gap
was instantly filled by the 5th Royal Scots
(Territorials), who faced to their flank and
executed a brilliant bayonet charge against the
enemy, and by the Essex Regiment detached
for the purpose by the Officer Commanding
88th Brigade. The rest of the British line held
its own with comparative ease, and it was not
found necessary to employ any portion of the
reserve. The storm next broke in fullest vio-
lence against the French left, which was held
by the Senegalese. Behind them were two
British Field Artillery Brigades and a
Howitzer Battery. After several charges and
counter-charges the Senegalese began to give
ground and a company of the Worcester Regi-
ment and some gunners were sent forward to
hold the gap. Later, a second company of the
Worcester Regiment was also sent up, and the

position was then maintained for the remdindet -

of the night, although, about 2 a.m., it was
found necessary to despatch one battalion

Royal Naval Division to gtrer gthen the extreme -

vight of the French,

About 5 a.m. a counter-offensive was
ordered, and the whole line began to advance.
By 7.30 a.m. the British left had gained some
500 yards, and the centre had pushed the
enemy back and inflicted heavy losses. The
right also had gained some ground in conjunc-
tion with the French left, but the remainder
of the French line was unable to progress. As
the British centre and left were now subjected
to heavy cross fire from concealed machine
guns, it was found impossible to maintain the
ground gained, and therefore, about 11 a.m.,
the whole line withdrew to its former trenches.

The net result of the operations was the
repulse of the Turks and the infliction upon
them of very heavy losses. At first we had
them fairly on the run, and had it not been
for those inventions of the devil—machine guns
and barbed wire—which suit the Turkish
character and tactics to perfection, we should
not have stopped short of the crest of Achi
Babi. As it was, all brigades reported great
nrumbers of dead Turks in front of their lines,
and 350 prisoners were left in our hands.

‘On the 2nd, during the day, the enemy
remained quieb, burying his dead under a red
crescent flag, a work with which we did not
interfere. Shortly after 9 p.m., however, they
made another attack against the whole allied
line, their chief effort being made against the
French front, where the ground favoured their
approach. The attack was repulsed with loss.

During the night 3rd/4th the French front
was again subjected to a heavy attack, which
they were able to repulse without assistance
from my general reserve.

The day of the 4th was spent in reorganisa-

tion, and a portion of the line held by the
French, who had lost heavily during the pre-
vious night’s fighting, was taken over by the
2nd Naval Brigade. The night passed quietly.

During the 5th the Lancashire Fusilier Bri-
gade of the East Lancashire Division was
disembarked and placed in reserve behind the
British left.

Orders were issued for an advance to be
carried out next day, and these and the three
days’ battle which ensued, will be dealt with
in my next despatch,

The losses, exclusive of the French, during
the period covered by this despatch were, I
regret to say, very severe, numbering : —

177 Officers and 1,990 other ranks killed,

412 Officers and 7,807 other ranks wounded,

13 Officers and 3,580 other ranks missing.

From a technical point of view it is interest-
ing to note that my Administrative Staff had
not reached Mudros by the time when the land-
ings were finally arranged. All the highly
elaborate work involved by these landings was
put through by my General Staff working in
collaboration with Commodore Roger Kayes,

C.B.,, M.V.0,, and the Naval Transport .

Officers allotted for the purpose by Vice-
Admiral de Robeck. Navy and Army carried
out these combined dubies with that perfect
harmony which was indeed absolutely essential
to success.

Throughout the events I have chronicled the
Royal Navy has been father and mother to the

“Army. Not one of us but realises how much
.he owes to. Vice-Admiral de Robeck; to the
"warships, French and British; to the 'de-

stroyers, ‘mine sweepers, picket boats, and to
all their dguntless crews, who teok no thought




