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artillery fire, but in spite of this the supply of
both food and ammunition was maintained
throughout with order and efficiency.

During the afternoon of the 25th many
German prisoners were taken, including some
officers. The hand-to-hand fighting was very
severe, and the enemy suffered heavy loss.

During the 26th the Lahore Division and
a Cavalry Division were pushed up into the
fighting line, the former on the right of the
French, the latter in support of the 5th Corps.

In the afternoon the Lahore Division, in
conjunction with the French right, succeeded
in pushing the enemy back some little distance
toward the North, but their further advance
was stopped owing to the continual employ-
ment by the enemy of asphyxiating gas.

On the right of the Lahore Division the
Northumberland Infantry Brigade advanced
against St. Julien and actually succeeded in
entering, and for a time occupying, the
southern portion of that village. They were,
however, eventually driven back, largely owing
to gas, and finally occupied a line a short way
to the South. This, attack was most success-
fully and gallantly led by Brigadier-General
Biddell, who, I regret to say, was killed during
the progress of the operation.

Although no attack was made on the south-
eastern side of the salient, the troops operating
to the east of Ypres were subjected to heavy
artillery fire from this1 direction which took
some of the battalions, which were advancing
North to the attack, in reverse.

Some gallant attempts made by the Lahore
Division on the 27th, in conjunction with the
French, pushed the enemy further North; but
they were partially frustrated by the constant
fumes of gas to which they were exposed. In
spite of this, however, a certain amount of
ground was gained.

The French had succeeded in retaking
Lizerne, and had made some progress at Steen-
straate and Het Sas; but up to the evening of
the 28th no further progress had been made
toward the recapture of the original line.

I sent instructions, therefore, to Sir Herbert
Plumer, who was now in charge of the opera-
tion, to take preliminary measures for the re-
tirement to the new line which had been fixed
upon.

On the morning of the 29th I had another
interview with General Foch, who informed me
that strong reinforcements were hourly arriv-
ing to support General Putz, and urged me to
postpone issuing orders for any retirement
until the result of his attack, which was timed
to commence at daybreak on the 30th, should
be known. To this I agreed, and instructed
Sir Herbert Plumer accordingly.

No substantial advance having been made by
the French, I issued orders to Sir Herbert
Plumer at one o'clock on May 1st to commence
his withdrawal to the new line.

The retirement was commenced the follow-
ing night, and the new line was occupied on
the morning of May 4th.

I am of opinion that this retirement, carried
out deliberately with scarcely any loss, and in
the face of an enemy in position, reflects the
greatest possible credit on Sir Herbert Plumer
and those who so efficiently carried out his
orders.

The successful conduct of this operation was
the more remarkable^From the fact that on the
evening of May 2nd, when it was only half
completed, the enemy made a heavy attack,
with the usual gas accompaniment, on St.
Julien and the line to the west of it.

An attack on a line to the east of Fortuin
was made at the same time under similar con-
ditions.

In both cases our troops were at first driven
from their trenches by gas fumes, but on the
arrival of the supporting battalions and two
brigades of a Cavalry Division, which were sent
up in support from about Potijze, all the lost
trenches were regained at night.

On the 3rd May, while the retirement was
still going on, another violent attack was
directed on the northern face of the salient.
This was also driven back with heavy loss to
the enemy.

Further attempts of the enemy during the
night of the 3rd to advance from the woods
west of St. Julien were frustrated entirely by
the fire of our artillery.

During the whole of the 4th the enemy
heavily shelled the trenches we had evacuated,
quite unaware that they were no longer occu-
pied. So soon as the retirement was discovered
the Germans commenced to entrench opposite
our new line and to advance their guns to new
positions. Our artillery, assisted by aero-
planes, caused him considerable loss in carry-
ing out these operations.

Up to the morning of the 8th the enemy
made attacks at short intervals, covered by
gas, on all parts of the line to the east of
Ypres, but was everywhere driven back with
heavy loss.

Throughout the whole period since the first
break of the line on the night of April 22nd all
the troops in this area had been constantly
subjected to violent artillery bombardment
from a large mass of guns with an unlimited
supply of ammunition. It proved impossible
whilst under so vastly superior fire of artillery
to dig efficient trenches, or to properly re-
organise the line, after the confusion and de-
moralisation caused by the first great gas sur-
prise and the subsequent almost daily gas
attacks. Nor was it until after this date (May
8th) that effective preventatives had been de-
vised and provided. In these circumstances a
violent bombardment of nearly the whole of
the 5th Corps front broke out at 7 a.m. on
the morning of the 8th, which gradually con-
centrated on the front of the Division between
north and south of Frezenberg. This fire
completely obliterated the trenches and caused
enormous losses.

The artillery bombardment was shortly fol-
lowed by a heavy infantry attack, before which
our line had to give way.

I relate what happened in Sir Herbert
PlumerJs own words: —

" The right of one Brigade was broken
about 10.15 a.m.; then its centre, and then
part of the left of the Brigade in the next
section to the south. The Princess Patricia's
Canadian Light Infantry, however, although
suffering very heavily, stuck to their fire or
support trenches throughout the day. At .this
time tw o battalions were moved to General
Headquarters 2nd line astride the Menin road
to support and cover the left of their Division.


