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talions against lines of unbroken barbed wire.
Advances must more and more tend to take the
shape of concentrated atbacks on small sections
of the enemy’s line after full artillery prepara-
tion. Siege warfare was soon bound to super-
sede manceuvre battles in the open. Consoli-
dation and fortification of our front, improve-
ment of approaches, selection of machine-gun
emplacements and scientific grouping of our
artillery under a cemtralised control must ere
long form the tactical basis of our plans.

8o soon, then, as the troops had enjoyed a
day or two of comparative rest I divided my
front inte four sections. On the left was the
29th Division, to which the 29th Indian Infan-
try Brigade was attached. In the left centre
came the 42nd (East Lancashire) Division, on
the right centre stood the Royal Naval Divi-
sion, and at my right was the Corps Expedi-
tionnaire. Thus I secured organisation in
depth as well as front, enabling each division
to arrange for its own reliefs, supports, and re-
serves, and giving strength for defence as well
as attack. Hitherto the piecemeal arrival of
reinforcements had forced a hand-to-mouth
procedure upon headquarters; now the control
became more decentralised.

Already, before the new system of local
sfforts had come into working order, the 29th
Indian Brigade had led the way towards it by
3 brilliant little affair on the night of the 10th/
11th May. The Turkish right rested upon the
steep cliff north-east of ““ Y *’ beach, where the
King’s Own Scottish Borderers and the Ply-
mouth Battalion, Royal Naval Division, had
made their first landing. Since those days the
enemy had converted the bluff into a powerful
bastion, from which the fira of machine-guns
had held up the left of our attacks. Two gal-
lant attempts by the Royal Munster Fusiliers
and the Royal Dublin Fusiliers to establish a
footing on this cliff on the 8th and 9th May
had both of them failed.

During the night of the 10th/11th May the
6th Gurkhas started off to seize this bluff.
Their scouts descended to the sea, worked their
way for some distance through the broken
ground along the shore, and crawled hands and
knees up the precipitous face of the clif. On
reaching the top they were heavily fired on.
As a surprise the enterprise had failed, but as a
reconnaissance it proved very useful. On the
following day Major-General H. V. Cox, com-
manding 29th Indian Infantry Brigade, sub-
mitted proposals for a concerted attack on this
bluff (now called Gurkha Bluff), and arrange-
ments were made with the Navy for co-opera-
tion. These arrangements were completed on
12th May; they included a demonstration by
the Manchester Brigade of the 42nd Division
and by our artillery and the support of the
attack from the sea by the guns of H.M.S.
““Dublin ’* and H.M.S. *‘ Talbot.”” At 6.30
p.m. on the 12th May the Manchester Brigade
and the 29th Divisional artillery opened fire
on the Turkish trenches, and under cover of
this fire a double company of the 1/6th
Gurkhas once more crept along the shore and
assembled below the bluff. Then, the attention
of the Turks being taken up with the bombard-
ment, they swiftly scaled the cliffs and carried
the work with a rush. The machine-gun sec-
tion of the Gurkhas was hurried forward, and
at 4.30 a.m: a second double company was
pushed up to*join the first.

An hour later these two double companie':s

extended and began to entrench to join up their
new advanced left diagonally with the right
of the trenches previously held by their
battalion.

At 6 a.m. a third double company advanced
across the open from their former front line of
trenches under a heavy rifle and machine-gun
fire, and established themselves on this dia-
gonal line between the main ravine on their
right and the newly captured redoubt. The
4th double company moved up as a support,
and held the former firing line.

Our left flank, which had been firmly held up
against all attempts on the 6th-8th was now,
by stratagem, advanced mearly 500 yards.
Purchased as it was with comparatively slight
losses (21 killed, 92 wounded) this success was
due to careful preparation and organisation by
Major-General H. V. Cox, commanding 29th
Indian Infantry Brigade, Lieutenant-Colonel
Hon. (. G. Bruce, commanding 1/6th
Gurkhas, and Major (temporary Lieutenant-
Colonel) F. A. Wynter, R.G.A., commanding
the Artillery Group supporting the attack.
The co-operation of the two cruisers was excel-
lent, and affords another instance of the admir-
able support by the Navy to our troops.

On May 14th General Gouraund arrived and
took over from General d’Amade the command
of the Corps Expeditionnaire. = As General
d’Amade quitted the shores of the peninsula
he received a spontaneous ovation from the
British soldiers at work upon the beaches.

The second division of the Corps Expedi-
tionnaire, commanded by General Bailloud,
had now completed disembarkation.

From the time of the small local push for-
ward made by the 6th Gurkhas on the night of
the 10th/11th May until the 4th of June the
troops under my command pressed against the
enemy continuously by sapping, reconnaissance
and local advances, whilst, to do them justice,
they (the enemy) did what they could to repay
us in like coin. T have given the escalade of
Gurkha Bluff as a sample; no 48 hours passed
without something of the sort being attempted
or achieved either by the French or ourselves.

Turning now to where the Australian and
New Zealand Army Corps were perched upon
the cliffs of Sari Bair, I must begin by explain-
ing that their réle at this stage of the opera-
tions was—first, to keep open a door leading to
the vitals of the Turkish position ; secondly, to
hold up as large a body as possible of the enemy
in front of them, so as to lessen the strain at
Cape Helles. Anzac, in fact, was cast to play
second fiddle to Cape Helles, a part out of har-
mony with the dare-devil spirit animating
those warriors from the South, and so it has
come about that, as your Lordship will now see,
the defensive of the Australians and New
Zealanders has always tended to take on the
character of an attack.

The line held during the period under review
by the Australian and New Zealand Army
Corps formed a mough semi-circle inland from
the beach of Anzac Cove, with a diameter of
about 1,100 yards. The firing line is every-
where close to the enemy’s trenches, and in all
sections of the position sapping, counter-
sapping and bomb attacks inave been incessant.
The shelling both of the trenches and beaches
has been impartial and liberal. As many as
1,400 shells have-fallen on Anzac within the
hour, and these of all calibres, from 11 inches
to field, shrapnel. Around Quinn’s Post, both
above and below ground, the contest has been



