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particularly severe. This section of the line is
situated on the circumference of the Anzac
semi-circle at the furthest point from its
diameter. Here our fire trenches are mere
ledges on the brink of a sheer precipice falling
200 feet into the valley below. The enemy's
trenches are only a few feet distant.

On 9th May a night assault, supported by
enfilade fire, was delivered on the enemy's
trenches in front of Quinn's Post. The
tremches were carried at the point of the
bayonet, troops established in thema and rein-
forcements sent up.

At dawn on the 10th May a strong counter-
attack forced our troops to evacuate' the
trenches and fall back on Quinn's Post. In
opposing this counter-attack our guns did great
execution, as we discovered later from a
Turkish "officer's diary that two Turkish regi-
ments on this date lost 600 killed and 2,000
wounded.

On the night of 14th-15th May a sortie was
made from Quinn's Post with the object of
filling in Turkish trenches in which bomb-
throwers were active. The sortie, which cost
us some seventy casualties, was not successful.

On 14th May Lieutenant-General Sir W. R.
Birdwood was slightly wounded, but, I am glad
to say, he was not obliged to relinquish the
command of his Corps.

On 15th May I deeply regret to say Major-
General W. T. Bridges, commanding the Aus-
tralian Division, received a severe wound,
which proved fatal a few days later. Sincere
and single-minded in his devotion to Australia
and to duty, his loss still stands out even
amidst the hundreds of other brave officers who
have gone.

On the 18th May Auzac was subjected to a
heavy bombardment from large calibre guns
and howitzers. At midnight of the 18th-19th
the most violent rifle and machine-gun fire yet
experienced broke out along the front.
Slackening from 3 a.m. to 4 a.m. it then broke
out again, and a heavy Turkish column
assaulted the left of No. 2 Section. This
assault was beaten off with loss. Another
attack was delivered before daylight on the
centre of this section; it was repeated four
times and repulsed each time with very seriousi
losses to the enemy. Simultaneously a heavy!
attack was delivered on the north-east salient
of No. 4 sect-ion, which was repulsed and fo^
lowed up, but the pressing of the1 counter-
attack was prevented by shrannel. Attacks,
were also delivered on Quinn's Post, Courtney's
Post, and along the front of our right section.
At about 5 a.m. the battle was fairly joined,
and a furious cannonade was begun by a large,
number of enemy guns, including 12 inch and
9.2 inch, and other artillery that had~not till
then opened. By 9,30 a.m. the Turks were
pressing hard against the left of Courtney's.
and the right of Quinn's Post. At 10 a.m.
this attack, unable to face fire from the right,
swung round to the left, where it was severely
handled by our guns and the machine-guns of.
our left section. By 11 a.m. the enemy, who
were crowded together in the trenches beyond
Quinn's Post, were giving way under their
heavy losses.

According to prisoners' reports 30,000
troops, including five fresh regiments, were
used against us. General Liman Von Sanders
was himself in command.

The enemy's casualties were heavy, as may
be judged from the fact that over 3,000 dead
were lying in the open in view of our trenches.
A large proportion of these losses were due to
our artillery fire. Our casualties amounted to
about 100 killed and 500 wounded, including
9 officers wounded.

The next four days were chiefly remarkable
for the carrying through of the negotiations for
the suspension of arms, which actually took
place on 24th May. About 5 p.m. on 20th
May white flags and Red Crescents began to
appear all along the line. In No. 2 section a
Turkish staff officer, two medical officers, and a
company commander came out and were met by
Major-General H. B. Walker, commanding
the Australian Division, half-way between the
trenches. The staff officer explained that he
was instructed to arrange a suspension of arms
for the removal of dead and wounded. He had
no written credentials, and he was informed
that neither he nor the General Officer Com-
manding Australian Division had the power to
arrange such a suspension of arms, but that
at 8 p.m. an opportunity would be given of
exchanging letters on the subject, and that
meanwhile hostilities would recommence after
10 minutes' grace. At this time some
stretcher parties on both sides were collecting
wounded, and the Turkish trenches opposite
ours were packed with men standing shoulder
to shoulder two deep. Matters were less regu-
lar in front of other sections, where men with
white flags came out to collect wounded.
Meanwhile it was observed that columns were
on the march in the valley up which the Turks
were accustomed to bring up their reinforce-
ments.

On hearing the report of these movements,
General Sir W. R. Birdwood, commanding
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps,
ordered his trenches to be manned against a
possible attack. As the evening drew in the
enemy's concentration continued, and every-
thing pointed to their intention of making use
of the last of the daylight to get their troops
into position without being shelled by our
artillery. A message was therefore sent across
to say that no clearing of dead or wounded
could be allowed during the night, and that
any negotiations for such a purpose should be
opened through the proper channel and
initiated before noon on the following day.

Stretcher and other parties fell back, and
immediately fire broke out. In front of our
right section masses of men advanced behind
lines of unarmed men holding up their hands.
Firing became general all along the line, accom-
panied by a heavy bombardment of the whole
position, so that evidently this attack must
have been prearranged. Musketry and
machine-gun fire continued without interrup-
tion till after dark, and from then up to about
4 a.m. next day. •

Except for a half-hearted attack in front of
Courtney's Post, no assault was made till 1.20
a.m., when the enemy left their trenches and
advanced on Quinn's Post. Our guns drove
the Turks back to their trenches, and beat back
all other attempts to assault. By 4.30 a.m. on
21st May musketry fire had died down to
normal dimensions.

As the Turks seemed anxious to bury their
dead, and as human sentiment and medical
science were both of one accord in favour of
such a course, I sent Major-General W. P.


