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28lh/2Uth May the whole of the British line
made a further small advance. On that same
night the French Corps Expeditdonnaire was
successful in capturing a small redoubt on the
extreme Turkish left west of the Kereves Dere.

All Turkish counter-attacks during 29th
May were repulsed. On the night of 30th May
two of their many assaults effected temporary
lodgment. But on both occasions they were
driven out again with the bayonet.

On every subsequent night up to that of the
3rd/4th June assaults were made1 upon the
redoubt and upon our line, but at the end of
that period our position remained intact.

This brings the narrative up to the1 day of
the general attack upon the enemy's front line
of trenches which ran from the west of the
Kereves Dere in a northerly direction to the
sea.

Taking our line of battle from right to left
the troops were deployed in the following
order: —The Corps Expeditionnaire, the Royal
Naval Division, the 42nd (East Lanes) Divi-
sion and the 29th Division.

The length of the front, so far as the British
troops were concerned, was rather over 4,000
yards, and the total infantry available
amounted to 24,000 men, which permitted the
General Officer Commanding 8th Army Corps
to form a corps reserve of 7,000 men.

My General Headquarters for the day were
at the command post on the peninsula.

At 8 a.m. on 4th June our heavy artillery
opened with a deliberate bombardment which
continued till 10.30 a.m. At 11 a.m. the bom-
bardment recommenced and continued till
11.20 a.m., when a feint attack was made which
successfully drew heavy fire from the enemy's
guns and rifles. At 11.30 a.m. all our guns
opened fire and continued with increasing
intensity till noon.

On the stroke of noon the artillery increased
their range and along the whole line the in-
fantry fixed bayonets and advanced.

The assault was immediately successful. On
the extreme right the French 1st Division
carried a line of trench, whilst the French 2nd
Division, with the greatest dash and
gallantry captured a strong redoubt called the
"Haricot," for which they had already had
three desperate contests. Only the extreme
left of the French was unable to gain any
ground, a feature destined to have an unfor-
tunate effect upon the final issue.

The 2nd Naval Brigade of the Royal Naval
Division rushed forward with great dash; the
" Anson " Battalion captured the southern
face of a Turkish redoubt which formed a
salient in the enemy's line, the " Howe " and
" Hood " Battalions captured trenches front-
ing them, and by 12.15 p.m. the whole Turkish
line forming their first objective was in the;ir
hands. Their consolidating party went for-
ward at 12.25 p.m.

The Manchester Brigade of the 42nd Divi-
sion advanced magnificently. In five minutes
the first line of Turkish trenches were cap-
tured, and by 12.30 p.m. the Brigade had
carried with a rush the line forming their
second objective, having made an advance of
600 yards in all. The working parties got to
work without incident, and the position here
could not possibly have been better.

On the left the 29th Division met with more
difficulty. All along the section of the 88th
Brigade the troops jumped out of their trenches
at noon and charged across the open at the

nearest Turkish trench. In most places the
cneiny crossed bayonets with our men and in-
flicted severe loss upon us. But the 88th
Brigade was not to be denied. The Worcester
Regiment was the first to capture trenches, and
the remainder of the 88th Brigade, though at
first held up by flanking as well as fronting fire,
also pushed on doggedly until they had fairly
made good the whole of the Turkish first line.

Only on the extreme left did we sustain a
check. Here the Turkish front trench was so
sited as to have escaped damage from our
artillery bombardment, and the barbed wire
obstacle was intact. The result was that,
though the 14th Sikhs on the right flank pushed
on despite losses amounting to three-fourths of
their effectives, the centre of the Birgade could
make no headway. A company of the 6th
Gurkhas on the left, skilfully led along the
cliffs by its commander, actually forced its way
into a Turkish work, but the failure of the
rest of the Brigade threatened isolation, and
it was as skilfully withdrawn under fire. Rein-
forcements were therefore sent to the left so
that, if possible, a fresh attack might be
organised.

Meanwhile, on the right of the line, the
gains of .the morning were being compromised.
A very heavy counter-attack had developed
against the " Haricot." The Turks poured
in masses of men through prepared communi-
cation trenches, and, under cover of accurate
shell fire, were able to recapture that redoubt.
The French, forced to fall back, uncovered in
doing so the right flank of the Royal Naval
Division. Shortly before 1 p.m. the right of
the 2nd Naval Brigade had to retire with very
heavy loss from the redoubt they had cap-
tured, thus exposing in their turn the
" Howe " and " Hood " Battalions to enfilade,
so that they, too, had nothing for it but to
retreat across the open under exceedingly
heavy machine gun and musketry fire.

By 1.30 p.m. the whole of the captured
trenches in this section had been lost again,
and the Brigade was back in its original posi-
tion, the " Collingwood " Battalion, which had
gone forward in support, having been practi-
cally destroyed.

The question was now whether this rolling
up of the newly captured line from the right
would continue until the whole of our gains
were wiped out. It looked very like it, for
now the enfilade fire of the Turks began to
fall upon the Manchester Brigade of the 42nd
Division, which was firmly consolidating the
furthest distant line of trenches it had so bril-
liantly won. After 1.30 p.m. it became in-
creasingly difficult for this gallant Brigade to
hold its ground. Heavy casualties occurred;
the Brigadier and many other officers were
wounded or killed; yet it continued to hold
out with the greatest tenacity and grit. Every
effort was made to sustain tBe Brigade in its
position. Its right flank was 'thrown back to
make face against the enfilade fire and rein-
forcements were sent to try to fill the diagonal
gap between it and the Royal Naval Division.
But, ere long, it became clear that unless the
right of our line could advance again it would
be impossible for the Manchesters to maintain
the very pronounced salient in which they now
found themselves.

Orders were issued, therefore, that fehe Royal
Naval Division should co-operate with the
French Corps in a fresh attack, and reinforce-
ments were despatched to this end. The attack,


