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timed for 3 p.m., was twice postponed at the
request of General Gouraud, who finally re-
ported that he would be unable to advance
again that day with any prospect of success.
By 6.30 p.m., therefore, the 42nd Division had
to be extricated with loss from the second line
Turkish trenches, and had to content them-
selves with consolidating on the first line which
they had captured within five minutes of com-
mencing the attack. Such was the spirit dis-
played by this Brigade that there was great
difficulty in persuading the men to fall back.
Had their flanks been covered nothing would
have made them loosen their grip.

No further progress had been found possible
iu front of the 88th Brigade and Indian
Brigade. Attempts were made by their re-
serve battalions to advance on the right and
left flanks respectively, but in both cases heavy
fire drove them back.

At 4 p.m. under support of our artillery the
Royal Fusiliers were able to advance beyond
the first line of captured trenches, but the fact
that the left flank was held back made the
attempt to hold any isolated position in ad-
vance inadvisable.

As the reserves had been largely depleted by
the despatch of reinforcements to various parts
of the line, and information was to hand of the
approach of strong reinforcements of fresh
troops to the enemy, orders were issued for the
consolidation of the line then held.

Although we had been forced to abandon so
much of the ground gained in the first rush,
the net result of the day's operations was con-
siderable—namely, an advance of 200 to 400
yards along the whole of our centre, a front of
nearly 3 miles. That the enemy suffered
severely was indicated, not only by subsequent
information, but by the fact of his attempting
no counter-attack during the night, except
upon the trench captured by the French 1st
Division on the extreme right. Here two
counter-attacks were repulsed with loss.

The prisoners taken during the day
amounted to 400, including 11 oflicer&:
amongst these were 5 Germans, the remains of
a volunteer machine-gun detachment from the
Goeben. Their commanding officer was killed
and the machine-gun destroyed. The majority
of these captures were made by the 42nd Divi-
sion under Major-General W. Douglas.

From the date of this battle to the end of
the month of June the incessant attacks and
counter-attacks which have so grievously swelled
our lists of casualties have been caused by the
determination of the Turks to regain ground
they had lost, a determination clashing against
our firm resolve to continue to increase our
holding. Several of these daily encounters
would have been the subject of a separate
despatch in the campaigns of my youth and
middle age, but, with due regard to propor-
tion, they cannot even be so much as mentioned
here. Only one example each from the French,
British and '.Australian and New 'Zealand
spheres of action will be most briefly set down
so that Your Lordship may understand the
nature of the demands made upon the energies
and fortitude of the troops.

(1) At 4.30 a.m. on June the 21st the
French Corps Expeditionnaire attacked the
formidable works that flank the Kereves Dere.

By noon their 2nd Division had stormed all the
Turkish first and second line trenches to their
front, and had captured the Haricot redoubt.
On their right the 1st Division took the first
line of trenches, but were counter-attacked and
driven out. Fresh troops were brought up and
launched upon another assault, but the Turks
were just as obstinate and drove out the second
party before they had. time to consolidate. At
2.45 p.m. General Gouraud issued an order
that full use must be made of the remaining five
hours of daylight, and that, before1 dark,
these trenches must be taken and held, other-
wise the gains of the 2nd Division would be
sacrificed. At 6 p.m. the third assault suc-
ceeded : 600 yards of trenches remained in our
hands, despite all the heavy counter-attacks
made through the night by the enemy. In
this attack the striplings belonging to the latest
French drafts specially distinguished them-
selves by their forwardness and contempt of
danger. Fifty prisoners were taken, and the
enemy's casualties (mostly incurred during
counter-attacks) were estimated at 7,000. The
losses of the Corps Expeditionnaire were
2,500.

(2) The Turkish right had hitherto rooted
itself with special tenacity into the coast. In
the scheme of attack submitted by Lieutenant-
General A. G. Hunter Weston, commanding
Vlllth Army Corps, our left, pivoting upon a
point in our line about one mile from the sea,
was to push forward until its outer flank
advanced about 1,000 yards. If the operation
was successful then, at its close, we should have
driven the enemy back for a thousand yards
along the coast, and the trenches of this left
section of our line would be facing east instead
of, as previously, north-east. Obviously the
ground to be gained lessened as our line drew
back from the sea towards its fixed or pivotal
right. Five Turkish trenches must be carried
in the section nearest the sea: only two Turkish
trenches in the section furthest from the sea.
At 10.20 a.m. on the 28th June our bombard-
ment began. At 10.45 a.m. a small redoubt
known as the Boomerang was rushed by the
Border Regiment. At 11 a.m. the 87th
Brigade, under Major-General W. R. Mar-
shall, captured three lines of Turkish trenches.
On their right the 4th and 7th Royal Scots
captured the two Turkish trenches allotted to
them, but further to the east; near the pivotal
point the remainder of the 156th Brigade were
unable to get on. Precisely at 11.30 a.m. the
second attack took place. The 86th Brigade,
led by the 2nd Royal Fusiliers, dashed over
the trenches already captured by their com-
rades of the 87th Brigade, and, pushing on
with great steadiness, took two more .lines of
trenches, thus achieving the five successive lines
along the coast. This success was further im-
proved upon by the Indian Brigade, who
managed to secure, and to place into a state of
defence, a spur running from the west of the
furthest captured Turkish trench to the sea.
Our casualties were small; 1,750 in all. The
enemy suffered heavily, especially in the re-
peated counter-attacks, which for many days
and nights afterwards they launched against
the trenches they had lost.

(3) On the night of the 29th/30th June the
Turks, acting, as we -afterwards ascertained,
under the direct personal order of Enver
Pasha, to drive us all into the sea, made a big


