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I regret to say.that during this operation-

Major-General G. H. Thesiger, C.B., C.M.G.,
A.D.C., commanding the 9th D1v1smn, was

killed wh1lst most gallantly .endeavouring to

secure the ground which had been won.
In the afternoon of this day the Guards Divi-
sion, which had taken over part of the.line to

the north of the 4th Corps, almost restored.

our former line, bringing it up parallel to and
.shightly west of the Lens- La Bassée Road.
This Division made a very brilliant and suc-
dessful atback on"Hili 70 in the afternoon.
They drove the Germans off the top of the hill,

but could not take the redoubt, which is on the

north-east slopes below the crest. They ‘also
took the Chalk Pit which lies north of Puits 14,
.and all the adjacent woods, but weré unable to
‘maintain themselves inr the Puits-itself, which
was most effectively commanded by well-posted
machine-guns.

The 47th Division on the right of the Guards
captured a wood furthier to the south and re-
pulsed a severe hostile counter attack.

The 28th was passed in consolidating ‘the
ground gained and in making 4 certain number

of internal moves of divisions, in order to give

the troops rest and to enable those units whose
casualties had been héavy to refill their ranks
with reinforcements.

‘The 47th Pivision made a httle more ground
to the south, capturing one field gun and a
few machine-guns.

On the evening of this day the situation re-
mained practically uncharnged.

16. The line occupied by the troops of the
First Army south of the camal became now
. very much extended by ‘the salient with which
it indented the enemy’s line.

The French 10th Army had been very
heavily opposed, and I considered that the
advance they were able to make did not afford
sufficient protection to my right flank.

On representing this to General Joffre he
was kind enough to ask the Commander of the
northern group of French Armies to remnder
me assistance.

General Foch met these demands in the same

friendly, spirit which he has always displayed .

throughout the course of the whole campaign,
. and expressed his readiness to give me all the
support he could.

On the morning of the 28th we discussed the
situation, and the General agreed to send the
9th French Corps to take over the ground
occupied by us extending from the French left
up to and including that portion of Hill 70
which we were holding, and also the village of
Loos.

"This relief was commenced on the 30th Sep-

tember. and completed on the two following

nights.

17. .During the 29bh and 30th September
and the first days of October fighting was
almost continuous along.the northern part of
the new line, particularly. about the Hohenzol-
"lern Redoubt and neighbouring trenches, to
which the enemy evidently attached gmat
value. His attacks, however, invariably broke
down with very heavy loss under the accurate
fire of our infantry and artillery.

The Germans succeeded in gaining some
ground in and about the Hohenzollern Redoubt
but they paid heavily for it in the lossés they
suffered.

Our troops all along the front were busily
engaged- in consolidating and strengthening

-In the

the ground won, and the efficient and thorough
manner in which this work was carried but
reflects the - greatest credit upon all -ranks.
Every .precaution was made to deal with the
counter attack which was inevitable.

During -these operations the weather ‘has
been most unfavourable, and the troops have
had to fight in rain and mud and often in dark-
ness. Even these adverse circumstances have
in no way affected the magnificent spirit con-
tinually displayed atixe by officers and-men.
Casualty .Cleanng and Dressing
Stations; of which I visited a great number
during the course of the action, - I found
nothing but the most cheery optlmlsm among
the wounded.

I have to deplore the loss of a third most
valuable and distinguished General of vaxsmn
during thesé operations.

On the afternoon of 2nd October Ma,Jor-
General ¥. D. V. Wing, C:B., commandmg
the 12th Division, was killed. :

18. On the afterncon of 8th October our
expectations in regard to a counter attack were
fulfilled. The enemy directed a .violent and
intense attack all along the line from Fosse 8
on the north to the right of the French 9th
Corps on the south. The attack was delivered
by some twenty-eight battalions in first line,
with larger forces in support, and was pre;oa.red
by a very heavy bombardment from all parts

,of the enemy’s front,

At all parts of the line except two the Ger-
mans were repulsed with tremendous loss, and
it is computed on reliable authority that .they
left some eight to nine thousand dead lying
on the battlefield in front of the Bntlsh and
French trenches.

On the right the attack sucéeeded in making
a small and unimportant lodgmeént on the
Double Crassier held by the Fremch; whilst
on the left the trench held. by troops of . the
Guards Division. to the 'north:east of the
Hohenzollern Redoubt was temporarily cap-
tured. The latter was, however, speedily re--
taken, and at midnight on the 9th October’ the
line held by the First Army was 1denfbucally the
same as that held before the enemy s attack
started.

The main enemy attacks on the front held by
our troops had been against the 1st Division in
the neighbourhood: of the Chalk Pit and the
Guards Division in the neighbourhood of the
Hohenzollern Redoubt.  Both attacks were
repulsed, and the enemy lost heavily from
machine-gun and artillery fire. " °

From subsequent information it tra,nsplred
that the German attack was made by about
twelve battalions against the line Loos-Chalk
Pit, and that a subsidiary attack by six to
elght battalions was made from the direction of
the Hohenzollern Redbubt a.ga,mst the Guards
Division.

Some eight or ten German ba.tbahons were
directed against the French 9th Corps.’

19. The position assaulted and: carrled wmh
so much brilliancy and dash by the lst and
4th Corps on 25th September was an excep-
tionally strong one. It extended along a dis-
tance of some 6,500 yards, consisted of a double
line, which mcluded works of consxdera.ble
strength, and was a network.of .trenches. and
bomb-proof shelters. "Some of the dug-outs
and shelters formed verjtable caves thirty feet
below the ground, with almost 1mpenytrable



