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breakdown in the stationary engine upset for
a while the well-laid plan of the high-level
reservoir. But Anzac was ever resourceful in
face of misadventures, and when the inevitable
dccidents arose it was not with folded hands
that they were met.

Turning to Suvla Bay, it was believed that
good wells and springs existed both in the
Biyuk, Anafarta Valley and in Suvla Plain.
But nothing so vital could possibly be left to
hearsay, and .although, as it turned out, our
information was perfectly correct, yet the War
Office were asked to despatch with each re-
inforcing division water receptacles for pack
transport at the rate of half a gallon per man.

The sheet-anchor on which hung the whole
of these elaborate schemes was the Navy. One
tiny flaw in the perfect mutual trust and confi-
dence animating the two services would have
wrecked the whole enterprise. Experts at a
distance may have guessed as much; it was self-
evident to the rawest private on the spot. But
with men like Vice-Admiral de Robeck, Com-
modore Roger Keyes, Rear-Admiral Christian
and Captain F. H. Mitchell at our backs, we
soldiers were secured against any such risk, and
it will be seen how perfect was the precision the
sailors put into their job.

The hour was now approaching, and I waited
for it with as much confidence as is possible
when to the inevitable uncertainties of war are
to be added those of the weather. Apart from
feints, the first blow was to be dealt in the
southern zone.

In that theatre I had my own Poste de Com-
mandement. But upon the 6th of August
attacks in the south were only to form a subsi-
diary part of one great concerted attack.
Anzac was to deliver the knock-down blow;
Helles and Suvla were complementary opera-
tions. Were I to commit myself at the outset
to any one of these three theatres I must lose
my sense of proportion. Worse, there being DO
lateral communication between them, as soon as
I landed at one I wag cut off from present touch
with both of the others. At Imbros I was 45
minutes from Helles, 40 minutes from Anzac,
and 50 minutes from Suvla. Imbros was the
centre >of the cable system, and thence I could
follow each phase of the triple attack and be
ready with my two divisions of reserve to
throw in reinforcements where they seemed
most to be required. Therefore I decided to
follow the opening moves from General Head-
quarters.

At Helles the attack of the 6th was directed
against 1,200 yards of the Turkish front oppo-
site our own right and right centre, and was
to be carried out by the 88th Brigade of the
29th Division. Two small Turkish trenches
enfilading the main advance had, if possible,
to be captured simultaneously, an affair which
was entrusted to the 42nd Division.

After bombardment the infantry assaulted
at 3.50 p.m. On the left large sections of the
enemy's line were carried, but on our centre and
right the Turks were encountered in masses,
and the attack, pluckily and perseveringly as
it was pressed, never Ea3 any real success. The
1st Battalion, Essex Regiment, in particular
forced their way into the crowded enemy trench
opposite them, despite the most determined
resistance, but, once in, were subjected to the
heaviest musketry fire from both flanks, as
well as in reverse, and were shattered by
showers of bombs. Two separate resolute

attacksi were made by the 42nd Division, but
both of them recoiled in face of the unexpected
volume of fire developed by the Turks.

After dark officer's patrols were sent up to
ascertain the exact position of affairs. Heavy
Turkish counter-attacks were being pressed
against such portions of the line we still re-
tained. Many of our men fought it out1 where
they stood to the last, but by nightfall none of
the enemy's line remained in our possession.

Our set-back was in no wise the fault of the
troops. That ardour which only dashed itself
to pieces against the enemy's strong entrench-
ments and numerous, stubborn defenders on
the 6th of August would, a month earlier, have
achieved notable success. Such was the
opinion of all. But the moral, as well as the
strength of the Turks, had had time to rise to
great heights since our last serious encounters
with them on the 21st and 28th of June and on
the 12th of July. On those dates all ranks had
felt, as an army feels, instinctively, yet with
certitude, that they had fairly got the upper
hand of the enemy, and that, given the where-
withal, they could have gone on steadily
advancing. Now that self-same, half-beaten
enemy were again making as stout a resistance
as they had offered us at our original landing !

For this recovery of the Turks there were
three reasons: one moral, one material, and
one fortuitous. _ . . •

(1) The news of the enemy's advance O.TL
the Eastern front had come to hand and had
been advertised to us on posters from the
Turkish trenches before we heard about it
from home.

(2) Two new divisions had come down
south to Helles to replace those we had most
severely handled.

(3) The enemy trenches selected for our
attack were found to be packed with troops
and so were their communication trenches,
the reason being', as explained to us by
prisoners, that the Turkish Commander had
meant to launch from them an attack upon
us. We had, in fact, by a coincidence as
strange as it was unlucky, anticipated a
Turkish offensive by an hour or two at most I
Sure enough, next morning, the enemy in

their turn attacked the left of the line from
which our own troops had advanced to the
assault. A few of them gained a footing in
our trenches and were all killed or captured.
The remainder were driven back by fire.

As the aim of my action in this southern
zone was to advance if I could, but in any
case to contain the enemy and prevent him re-
inforcing to the northwards, I persevered on
the 7th with my plans, notwithstanding the
counter-attack of the Turks which was actually
in progress. My objective this time was a
double line of Turkish trenches on a front of
about 800 yards between the Mai Tepe Dere
and the west branch of the Kanli Dere. After
a preliminary bombardment the troops of the
125th Brigade on the right and the
129th on the left made the assault at 9.40
a.m. From the outset it was evident that
the enemy were full of fight and in great force,
and that success would only be gained after a
severe struggle. On the right and on the
centre the first enemy line was captured, and
small parties pushed on to the second line,
where they were unable to maintain themselves
for long. On the, left but little ground was
gained, and by ll'a.m. what little had been


