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•taken had been relinquished. But in the
centre a stiff battle raged all day up and down
a vineyard some 200 yards long by 100 yards
broad on the west of the Krithia road. A
large portion of the vineyard had been cap-
tured in the first dash, and the East Lanca-
shire men in this part of the field gallantly
stood their ground here against a succession of
vigorous counter-attacks. The enemy suffered
very severely in these counter-attacks, which
were launched in strength and at short
intervals. Both our Brigades had also lost
heavily during the advance and in repelling
the fierce onslaughts of the enemy, but, owing
to the fine endurance of the 6th and 7th Bat-
talions of the Lancashire Fusiliers, it was
found possible to hold the vineyard through
the night, and a massive column of the enemy
which strove to overwhelm their thinned ranks
was shattered to pieces in the attempt.

On 8th August Lieutenant-General Sir
F. J. Davies took over command of the 8th
Army Corps, and Major-General W. Douglas
reverted to the command of the 42nd Division.
For two more days his troops were called upon
to show their qualities of vigilance and power
of determined resistance, for the enemy had by
110 means yet lost hope of wresting from us
Ihe ground we had won in the vineyard. This
unceasing struggle was a supreme test for bat-
talions already exhausted by 48 hours'
desperate fighting and weakened by the loss of
so many good leaders and men; but the pecu-
liar grit of the Lancastrians was equal to the
.strain, and they did not fail. Two specially
furious counter-attacks were delivered by the
Turks on the 8th August, one at 4.40 a.m. and
•another at 8.30 p.m., where again our bayonets
were too much for them. Throughout the
night they made continuous bomb attacks, but
-fche 6th Lancashire Fusiliers and the 4th East
Lancashire Regiment stuck gamely to their
task at the eastern corner of the vineyard.
There was desperate fighting also at the
northern corner, where the personal bravery
of Lieutenant W. T. Forshaw, I/9th Manches-
ter Regiment who stuck to his post after his
detachment had been relieved (an act for which
Tie hag since been awarded the V.C.-), was
largely instrumental in the repulse of three
very determined onslaughts.

By the morning of the 9th August things
were quieter, and the sorely tried troops were
relieved. On the night of the 12th/13th the
venemy made one more sudden, desperate dash
for their vineyard—and got it! But, on the
]3th, our bombers took the matter in hand.
The Turks were finally driven out; the new
fire trenches were wired and loopholed, and
'have since become part of our line.

These two attacks' had served their main pur-
pose. If the local successes were not all that
had been hoped for, yet a useful advance had
been achieved, and not only had they given a
fresh, hard fighting enemy more than he had
bargained for, but they had actually drawn
•down Turkish reinforcements to their area.
And how can a Commander say enough for the
•troops who, aware that their task was only a
•subsidiary one, fought with just as much vim
and resolution as if they were storming the
"battlements of Constantinople.

I will now proceed to tell of the assault on
Chunuk Bair by the forces under General
Birdwood, and of the landing of the 9th Corps
In the neighbourhood of Suvla Bay. The I

entire details of the operations allotted to the
troops to be employed in the Anzac area were
formulated by Lieutenant-General Birdwood,
subject only to my final approval. So
excellently was this vital business worked out
on the lines of the instructions issued that I
had no modifications to suggest, and all these
local preparations were completed by August
6th in a way which reflects the greatest credit,
not only on the Corps Commander and his
staff, but also upon the troops themselves, who
had to toil like slaves to accumulate food,
drink and munitions of war. Alone the
accommodation for the extra troops to be
landed necessitated an immense amount of
work in preparing new concealed bivouacs, in
making interior communications, and in
storing water and supplies, for I was deter-
mined to put on shore as many fighting men
as our modest holding at Anzac could possibly
accommodate or provision. All the work was
done by Australian and New Zealand soldiers
almost entirely by night, and the uncomplain-
ing efforts of these much-tried troops in prepa-
ration are in a sense as much to their credit
as their heroism in the battles that followed.
Above all, the water problem caused anxiety to
the Admiral, to Lieutenant-General Birdwood
and to myself. The troops to advance from
Suvla Bay across the Anafarta valley might
reckon on finding some wells—it was certain,
at least, that no water was waiting for us on
the crests of the ridges of Sari Bair! There-
fore, first, several days' supply had to be
stocked into tanks along the beach and thence
pumped up into other tanks half-way up the
mountains; secondly, a system of mule trans-
port had to be worked out, so that in so far as
was humanly possible, thirst should not be
allowed to overcome the troops after they had
overcome the difficulties of the country and the
resistance of the enemy.

On the nights of the 4th, 5th, and 6th August
the reinforcing troops were shipped into Anzac
very silently at the darkest hours. Then, still
silently, they were tucked away from enemy
aeroplanes or observatories in their prepared
hiding places. The whole sea route lay open
to the view of the Turks upon Achi Baba's
summit and Battleship Hill. Aeroplanes
could count every tent and every ship at
Mudroo or at Imbros. Within rifle fire of
Anzac's open beach hostile riflemen were look-
ing out across the JEgean no more than twenty
feet from our opposing lines. Every modern
appliance of telescope, telegraph, wireless was
at the disposal of the enemy. Yet the instruc-
tions worked out at General Headquarters in
the minutest detail (the result of conferences
with the Royal Navy, which were attended by
Brigadier-General Skeen, of General Bird-
wood's Staff) were such that the scheme was
carried through without a hitch. The pre-
paration of the ambush was treated as a simple
matter by the services therein engaged, and
yet I much doubt whether any more pregnant
enterprise than this of landing so large a force
under the very eyes of the enemy, and of keep-
ing them concealed there three days, is re-
corded in the annals of war.

The troops now at the disposal of General
Birdwood amounted in round numbers to
37,000 rifles and 72 guns, with naval support
from two cruisers, four monitors and two de-
stroyers. Under the scheme these troops were
to be divided into two main portions. The


