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WEDNESDAY, 10 MAY, 1916.

War Office,
10th May, 1916.

The following despatch from General Sir
John Nixon, K.C.B., on the operations in
Mesopotamia in October, November, and
December, 1915, has been forwarded by the
Government of India for publication:—

General Headquarters,

LE.F. “D.,” 17th January, 1916.
From

General Sir John Nizon, X.C.B., A.D.C,,
General, Commanding Indian Expedi-
tionary Force ‘* D.”’

To
The Chief of the General Staff,
Army Headquarters,
’ India.
Sir,

I have the honour to forward a report on
the operations in Mesopotamia during the
months of October, November and December,
1915.

2. In my last despatch I described events up
to October 5th. On that date the Turkish
Army under Nur-Ed-Din, which had been

defeated at Kut-Al-Amarah, had reached a
previously-prepared position astride the Tigris
at Ctesiphon, where it received reinforce-
ments; and our advanced troops under Major-
General Townshend reached Aziziyah (30 miles
east of Ctesiphon).

3. During the next six weeks reinforce-
ments, supplies, and transport animals were
brought up to Kut) and Aziziyah preparatory
to a further advance up the Tigris. These pre-
liminary movements were inevitably slow omn
account of the difficulties of navigation during
the low water season, which delayed the
passage of shipping.

4. Throughout this period of preparation
frequent skirmishes took place with the enemy,
who had pushed out advanced detachments to
Zeur and Kutunie, seven and 14 miles re-
spectively above Auziziyah.

5. The Cavalry Brigade and one Infantry
Brigade advanced from Agziziyah on 1lth
November, and occupied Kutunie without
opposition. .

On the 18th November General Townshend
had condentrated the whole of his force and
the shipping at Kutunie.

6. On the 19th November the advance was
continued, moving by both banks of the river,



