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is continual mining and counter-mining, which, '
by the ever-present threat of sudden explosion
and the uncertainty as to when and where it
will take place, causes perhaps a more constant
strain than any other form of warfare. In the
air there is seldom a day, however bad the
weather, when aircraft are not busy recon-
noitring, photographing, and observing fire.
All this is taking place constantly at any hour
of the day or night, and in any part of the
line.

3. In short, although there has been no
great incident of historic importance to record
on the British front during the period under
review, a steady and continuous fight has gone
on, day and night, above ground and below it.
The comparative monotony of this struggle has
been relieved at short intervals by sharp local
actions, some of which, although individually
almost insignificant in a war on such an
immense scale, would have been thought
worthy of a separate despatch under different
conditions, while their cumulative effect,
though difficult to appraise at its true value
now, will- doubtless prove hereafter to have
been considerable,

One form of minor activity deserves special
mention, namely, the raids or ‘‘ cutting out
parties >’ which are made at least twice or three
times a week against the enemy’s line. They
consist of a brief attack, with some special
object, on a section of the opposing trenches,
usually carried out at night by a small body of
men, The character of these operations—the
preparation of a road through our own and the
enemy’s wire—the crossing of the open ground
unseen—the penetration of the enemy’s
trenches—the hand-to-hand fighting in the
darkness and the uncertainty as to the
strength of the opposing force—give peculiar
scope to the gallantry, dash and quickness of
decision of the troops engaged ; and much skill
and daring are frequently displayed in these
operations,

The initiative in these minor operations was
taken, and on the whole has been held, by us;
but the Germans have recently attempted some
bold and well-conceived raids against our lines,
many of which have been driven back, although
some have succeeded in penetrating, as has been
reported by me from time to time.

4. Of the numerous local actions alluded
to, the total number, omitting the more minor
raids, amounts to over 60 since December 19th,
of which the most important have been : —

The operations at The Bluff, the Hohen-
zollern Redoubt, and at St. Eloi; the mining
operations and crater fighting in the Loos
salient and on the Vimy Ridge ; and the hostile
gas attacks north of Ypres in December, and
opposite Hulluch and Messines in April.

The most recent local operafions worthy of
mention are the capture of some 500 yards of
our trenches by the Germans at the Kink, on
the 11th May, and the capture by us of 250
yards of their trenches near Cabaret Rouge,
on the night of the 15th/16th May.

5. As an illustration of the nature of these
local operations, it will suffire to describe two
or three of the most important.

Ypres Salient and The Bluff, 8th February to
2nd March, 19186.

During the period 8th to 19th February the
enemy displayed increased activity in the

Ypres salient, and carried out a series of

infantry attacks, preceded, as a rule, by in-
tense bombardment, and by the explosion of
mines. - These attacks may, no doubt, be re-
garded as a subsidiary operation, designed
partly to secure local points of vantage, but
probably also to distract attention from the
impending operations near Verdun, which
began on the 21st February.

After several days’ heavy shelling over the
whole of our line in this area, the first attack
took place on 12th February at the extreme
left of our line to the north of Ypres. A
bombing attack was launched by the Germans
in the early morning, and they succeeded in
capturing our trenches. Our counter-attack,
however, which was immediately organised,
enabled us to clear our trenches of the enemy,
and to pursue him to his own. After a period
of further bombardment on both sides, the
German fire again increased in intensity
against our trenches and the French line be-
yond them; and in the evening a second
attempt was made to rush our extreme left—
this time entirely without success. Smaller
attempts against other frenches in the neigh-
bourhood were made at the same time, but
were immediately repulsed by riffe and
machine-gun fire. Throughout the operations
our position in this part of the line remained
intact, except that two isolated trenches of no
tactical importance were captured by the
enemy a day or two later; they were subse-
quently obliterated by our artillery fire.
Throughout this fighting the French on our
immediate left rendered us the prompt and
valuable assistance which we have at all times
received from them.

Another series of German attacks was
launched about the same time in the neigh-
bourhood of Hooge to the east of Ypres. The
enemy had pushed out several saps in front of
his trenches, and connected them up into a
firing line some 150 yards from our lines.
During the whole of the 13th February he
heavily bombarded our front-line trenches in
this neighbourhood, and completely destroyed
them. On the following afternoon an intense
bombardment of our line began, and the enemy
exploded a series of mines in front of our
trenches, simultaneously launching infantry
attacks against Hooge and the northern and
southern ends of Sanctuary Wood. Each of
these attacks was repulsed by artillery,
machine-gun and rifle fire. .

Further to the South, however, the enemy
was more successful. On the northern bank
of the Ypres-Comines Canal there is a narrow
ridge, 30 to 40 feet high, covered with trees—
probably the heap formed by excavation when
the canal was dug—which forms a feature of
the flat-wooded country at the southern bend
of the Ypres salient. It runs outward
through our territory almost into the German
area, so that our trenches pass over the eastern
point of it, which is known as The Bluff.-
Here also our trenches were almost obliterated
by the bombardment on the afternoon of the
14th, following which a sudden rush of hostile
infantry was successful in capturing these and
other front-lTine trenches immediately north of
The Bluff—some 600 yards in all. Two of
these trenches were at once regained, but the
others were held by the enemy, in the face of
several counter-attacks. On the night of the
15th-16th we made an unsuccessful counter-
attack, with the object of regaining the lost




