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2nd - Battalion, Princess Louise’s (Argyll &
Sutherland Highlanders).

9th (Bervice) Battalion,
Fusiliers. :

3rd Battalion, The Rifle Brigade (The Prince
Consort’s Own).. .-

-5th Canadian Infantry Battalion.

7th Canadian Infantry Battalion.

29th Canadian Infantry Battalion.

49th Canadian Infantry Battalion.

9. The activity described above has its
counterpart in rear of our lines in the training
which is carried out continuously. During the
periods of relief all formations, and especially
the newly created onmes, are- instructed and
practised in all classes of the present and other
phases of warfare. A large number of schools
also exist for the instruction of individuals
especially in the use and theory of the less
familiar weapons, such as bombs and grenades.

There are schools for young staff officers and
regimental officers, for candidates for commis-
sions, etc. In short, every effort is made to
take advantage of the closer contact with
actual warfare, and to put the finishing
touches, often after actual experience in the
trenches, to the training received at home.

10. During the period under review the
forces under my command have been consider-
ably augmented by the arrival of new forma-
tions from home, and the transfer of others
released from service in the Near East. This
increase has made possible the relief of a
French Army, to which I have already re-
ferred, at the time of the Battle of Verdun.
Among the newly arrived forces is the
‘“ Anzac’’ Corps. With them, the Canadians,
and a portion of the South African Overseas
Force which has also arrived, the Dominions
now furnish a valuable part of the Imperia
Forces in France. .

Since the date of the last Despatch, but
before I assumed command, the Indian Army
Corps left this country for service in the East.
They had given a year’s valuable and gallant
service under conditions of warfare which they
had not dreamt of, and in 4 climate peculiarly
difficult for them to. endure, I regret their
departure, but I do not dpubt that they will
continue to render gallant and effective service
elsewhere, as they have alrdady done in this

't

country. ~

11. I take this opportunity to bring to notice
the admirable work which the Royal Flying
Corps has continued to perform, in spite of
much unfavourable weather, in carrying out
reconnaissance duties, in taking photographs—
an important aid to reconnaissance which has
been brought to a high pitch of perfection—and
in assisting the work of our Artillery by regis-
tering targets and locating hostile batteries.
In the performance of this work they have
flown in weather when no hostile aeroplane
ventured out, and they have not hesitated to
fly low, under fire of the enemy’s guns, when
their duties made it necessary to do so. They
have also carried out a series of bombing raids
- on hostile aerodromes and points of military

importance. A feature of the period under
review has been the increased - activity of the
enemy’s aircraft, in suitable weather. But the
enemy’s activity has been mainly on his own
side of the line, and has aimed chiefly at inter-
rupting the work carried out by our machines.
In order to carry on the work in spite of this
opposition, which was for a time rendered more
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. Military Police is worthy of mention.

effective by the appearance in December of.a

' new and more powerful type of enemy machine,
. it has been necessary to provide an escort fo
' accompany our reconnaissance aeroplanes, and

fighting in the air, which was formerly excep-
tional, has now become an everyday occurrence.

The observers, no less than the pilots, have
done excellent service, and many fine feats
have been performed by both. Developments
on the technical side of the Air Service have
been no less remarkable and satisfactory than
the progress made on the purely military side.
Much inventive genius has been displayed ; and
our equipment for photography, ‘wireless
telegraphy, bomb-dropping and offensive
action generally has been immensely improved;
while great skill has been shown in keeping the
flying machines themselves in good flying con-
dition. '

12. The continuance of siege warfare has
entailed for the Royal Engineers work of a
particularly arduous and important kind ex-
tending from the front trenches to the Base
Ports.

In the performance of this work the Officers,
Non;Commissioned Officers and men of the
Field Companies and other units of the Corps
have continued to exhibit a very high standard
of skill, courage, and devotion to duty.

13. The work of the Tunnelling Companies
calls for special mention. Increased mining
activity on the part of the enemy has‘invariably
been answered with enterprise combined with
untiring energy on the part of our miners, who-
in carrying out duties always full of danger
have shown thab they possess in the highest
degree the qualities of courage, perseverance,
and self-sacrifice. = Their importance in the
present phase of warfare is very great.

14. The excellent work done by the Corps of
This
Corps is inspired by a high sense of duty, and
in the performance of its share in the mainten-
ance of discipline it has shown both zeal and’
discretion.

15. All- branches of the Medical Services
deserve the highest commendation for the suc-
cessful work done by them, both at the Front
and on the Lines of Communication. The sick
rate has been consistently low; there has been
no serious epidemic, and enteric fever, the bane’
of armies in the past, has almost completely
disappeared owing to preventive measures
energetically carried out.

The results of exposure incidental to trench
warfare during the winter months were to a
very great extent kept in check by careful
application of the precautions recommended
and taught by regimental Medical Officers.

The wounded have been promptly and effi-
ciently dealt with, and their evacuation to the
Base has been rapidly accomplished.

The close co-operation which has existed
between the officers of the Regular Medical
Service of the Army and those members of the
civil medical profession, who have patriotically
given their valuable services to the Army, has
largely contributed to the prevention of disease
and to the successful treatment and comfort of
the sick and wounded.

As part of the Medical Services, the Cana-
dian Army Medical Corps has displayed
marked efficiency and devotion to duty.

16. The Commission of Graves Registration
and Enquiries has, since it first undertook this

-work eighteen months ago, registered and

marked over 50,000 graves. Without its



