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maintain t!he garrisons in the South and West
of Ireland without unduly drawing upon the
troops which it was desirable to retain in
England.

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient Servant,

FRENCH,
Field-Marshal,

Commanding-in-Chief, Home Forces.

From the General Officer,
Comnianding-in-Chief,

The Forces in Ireland.
To the Field-Marshal,

Commanding-in-Chief,
The Home Forces.

Headquarters,
Irish Command, Dublin,

25th May, 1916.
My Lord,—

I have the honour to report the operations
of the Forces now under my command from
Monday, 24th April, when the rising in Dublin
began-.

(1) On Easter Monday, 24th April, at
12.15 p.m., a telephone message was received
from the Dublin Metropolian Police saying that
Dublin Castle was being attacked by armed
Sinn Feiners. This was immediately confirmed
by the Dublin Garrison Adjutant, who reported
that, in the absence of Colonel Kennard, the
Garrison Commander, who had left his office
shortly before, and was prevented by the rebels
from returning, he had ordered all available
troops from Portobello, Richmond and Royal
Barracks to proceed to the Castle, and the 6th
Reserve Cavalry Regiment towards Sackville
Street.

The fighting strengths of the troops available
in Dublin at this moment were: —

6th Reserve Cavalry Regiment, 35 officers,
851 other ranks.

3rd Royal Irish Regiment, 18 officers, 385
other ranks.

10th Royal Dublin Fusiliers, 37 officers,
430 other ranks.

3rd Royal Irish Rifles, 21 officers, 650
other ranks.
Of these troops, an inlying picquet of 400

men, which for some days past had been held
in readiness, proceeded at once, and the
remainder followed shortly afterwards.

At 12.30 p.m. a telephone message was sent
to General Officer Commanding, Curragh, to
mobilize the mobile column, which had been
arranged for to meet any emergency, and to
despatch it dismounted to Dublin by trains
which were being sent from Kingsbridge.

This column, under the command of Colonel
'Portal, consisted of 1,600 officers and other
ranks from the 3rd Reserve Cavalry Brigade.

Almost immediately after the despatch of
this inessage telephonic communication in
Dublin became very interrupted, and from
various sources it was reported that the Sinn
Feiners had seized the General Post Office in
Sackville Street, the Magazine in Phoenix
Park, The Four Courts, Jacobs' Biscuit Fac-
tory, and had occupied many buildings in
various parts of the City.

As the occupation of the General Post Office
by the Sinn Feiners denied the use of the tele-
graph, a message reporting the situation in
Dublin was sent at 1.10 p.m. to the Naval

Centre at Kingstown, asking that the informa-
tion of the rising might be transmitted by wire-
less through the Admiralty to you. This was
done.

(2) The first objectives undertaken by the
troops were to recover possession of the Maga-
zine in Phoenix Park, where the rebels had set
fire to a quantity of ammunition, to relieve the
Castle, and to strengthen the guards on Vice-
Regal Lodge and other points of importance.

The Magazine was quickly re-occUpied, but
the troops moving on the Castle were held up
by the rebels who had occupied surrounding
houses, and had barricaded the streets with
carts and other material.

Between 1.40 p.m. and 2.0 p.m., 50 men of
3rd Royal Irish Rifles, and 130 men of
the 10th Royal Dublin Fusiliers reached the
Castle by the Ship Street entrance. •

At 4.45 p.m. the first train from the Curragh
arrived at Kingsbridge station, and by 5.20
p.m. the whole Cavalry Column, 1,600 strong,
under the command of Colonel Portal, had
arrived, one train being sent on from Kings-
bridge to North Wall by the loop line to rein-
force the guard over the docks.

(3) During the day the following troops were
ordered to Dublin : —

(«)' A battery of four 18-pounders R.F.A.,
from the Reserve Artillery Brigade at
Athlone.

(6) The 4th Dublin Fusiliers from Temple-
more.

(c) A composite battalion from Belfast.
(d) An additional'1,000 men from the

Curragh. This message being sent by one of
the troop trains returning to the Curragh.
During the afternoon and evening small

parties of troops were engaged with the rebels.
The 3rd Royal Irish Regiment on their way

to the Castle were held up by the rebels in the
South Dublin Union, which they attacked and
partially occupied; a detachment of 2 officers
and 50 men from the 6th Reserve Cavalry Regi-
ment which was convoying some ammunition
from North Wall, was surrounded in Charles
Street, but succeeded in parking their convoy
and defended this with great gallantry for 3£
days, when they were relieved ; during this de-
fence the officer in command was killed and the
remaining officer wounded.

The rebels in St. Stephen's Green were
attacked, and picquets with machine guns were
established in the United Service Club and
the> Shelbourne Hotel with a view to dominat-
ing the square and its exits.

At 9.35 p.m. Colonel Kennard, Officer Com-
manding Troops, Dublin, reached the Castle
with another party of 86 men of the 3rd Royal
Irish Regiment.

The defence of the Docks at North Wall was
undertaken by Major H. F. Somerville, com-
manding a detachment from the School of
Musketry, Dollymount, reinforced by 330
officers and men of the 9th Reserve Cavalry
Regiment.

The occupation of the Customs House, which
dominated Liberty Hall, was carried out at
night, and was of great assistance in later
operations against Liberty Hall.

(4) The situation at midnight was that we
held the Magazine, Phoenix Park, the Castle
and the Ship Street entrance to it, the Royal
Hospital, all Barracks, the Kingsbridge,
Amiens Street, and North Wall railway
stations, the Dublin telephone exchange in
Crown Alley, the Electric Power Station at


