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Pigeon. House Fort, Trinity College, Mountjoy
Prison, and Klngstown Harbour.© The Sinn
Feiners held Sackville Street and blocks of
buildings on each side of this, including
Liberty Hall, with their headquarters at the
General Post Oﬂioe, the Four Courts, Jacobs’
biscuit factory, South Dublin Union, St.
Stephen’s Green, all the approaches to the
Castle except the Ship . Street entrance, and
many houses all over the city, especially about
Balls Bridge and Beggar’s Bush.

(5) The facility with which the Sinn Feiners
were able to seize so many 1mportanb points
throughout the city was, in my opinion, due to
the fact that armed bodies of civilians have
been continually allowed to parade in and
march through the streets of Dublin and
throughout the country without interference.

The result was that the movement of large
forces of armed civilians, particularly on a
holiday such as Easter Monday, passed, if not
unnoticed, unchecked, and no opposition could
be offered to them at the moment when they
decided to act.

Further, the Dublin police, being unarmed
and powerless to deal with these armed rebels,
were withdrawn from the areas occupied: by
‘them.

(6) At the time of the rising Major-General
Friend, then commanding the troops in Ire-
land, was on short leave in England, and when
visiting your headquarfers at the Horse
Guards on that day heard the serious news
from Dublin. He returned that night, and
arrived in Dublin early on the morning of the
25th April.

He has informed me that at a conference
with you it was decided to despatch at once
two infantry brigades of the 59th Division
from England to Ireland, and that the remain-
ing infantry brigade and artillery of this Divi-
sion! were to be held in readiness to follow if
required.

(7) On April 25th, Bnga.dler-Genera.l w.
H. M. Lowe, Commandmg the Reserve Cavalry
Brigade at the Curragh, arrived at Kings-
bridge station at 3.45 a.m. with the leading
vroops from the 25th (Irish) Reserve Infantry
Brigade, and assumed command of the forces
in the Dublin area, which were roughly 2,300
men of the Dublin garrison, the Curragh
Mobile Column of 1,500 dismounted cavalry-
men, and 840 men of the 25th Irish Reserve
Infantry Brigade.

(8) In order to relieve and get communica-
tion with the Castle, Colonel Portal,. Com-
manding the Curragh Mobile C“olumn, was
ordered to establish a line of posts from
Kingsbridge station to Trinity College via the
Castle. This was completed by 12 noon, 25th
April, and with very little loss. It divided
the rebel forces into two, gave a safe line of
advance for troops extending operations to the
north or south, and permitted communication
by despatch rider with some of the Commands.

The only means of communication previous
to this had been by telephone, which was un-
guestionably being tapped. -

The Dublin University O.T.C., under
Captain E. H. Alton, and subsequently Major
G. A. Harris, held the College buildings
until the troops arrived. The holding of
these buildings separated the rebel centre
round the General Post Office from that
round St. Stephen’s Green; it established a

valuable base for the collection of reinforce-

ments as they arrived, and prevented -the

U

' Fusiliers

rebels from entering the Bank of Ireland,

which is directly opposite to and commanded
: by the College buildings.

(9) During the day the 4th Royal Dublin
from Templemore, a composite
Ulster battalion from Belfast, and a battery

"of four 18-pounder guns from the Reserve

Artillery Brigade at Athlone arrived, and this
allowed a cordon to be established round the

. northern part of the city from Parkgate, along .

the North Circular Road to North Wall.
Broadstone Railway Station was cleared of
rebels, and a barricade near Phibsborough was
destroyed by artillery fire. )

As a heavy fire. was being kept up on the
Castle from the rebels located in the.Corpora-
tion buildings, Daily Express offices and-several:
houses opposite the City Hall, it was decided
to attack these huildings,

The assault on the Daily Express office. was
suoeessfully carried out under very heavy fire:
by a detachment of the  5th Royal Dublin
Fusiliers under 2nd Lieut. P, O’Neill.

The main fqroes,o‘f the ‘rebels now having
been locatéd in ard around Sackville Street,
the Four Courts and a.dJommg buildings, it
was decided to try to enclose that area .north
of the Liffey by a cordon of troops so as to
localise as far as. possqble the efforts of the
rebels.

(10) Towards evemng. the " 178th Infantry
Brigade began to arrive.at Kingstown, and in
accordance with ‘orders received the brigade left
Kingstown by road in two columns.

The left column, consisting of the 5th and
6th Battalions, Sherwood Foresters, by the
Stillorgan-Donnybrook road and South Cir-
cular road to the Royal. Hospltml where it
arrived without opposition. ‘

The right column, consisting of the 7th and
8th Battalions, Sherwood Foresters, by the
main tram route through Ballsbridge, and
directed on’ Merrion Square and Trinity
College.

This colimn, with 7th Battalion leading,

'was held up at the northérn corner of Had-

dington Road and Northumberland Avenue,
which was strongly held by rebels; but with the

-assistance of bombing parties organized and led

by Captain Jeffares, of the Bombing School at

"Elm Park, bhe rebels were driven back.

At 3.95 ‘p.m. the Tth Battalion, Sherwood
Foresters, met great opposition from the rebels

.holding the schools and other houses on the
.north side of-the road close to the bridge at

Lower Mount Street, and two officers; one of-
whom was the AdJutant ‘Captain Dietrichsen,
were killed - and seven- wounded, ' including
Lieutenant-Colonel * - Fane, ' who, hhough
wounded, remained in action.

A% about’ 5.30 'p.m. ' orders. were received
that the advance to Trinity College was to be
pushed forward at all costs, and’ therefore at

‘ahout-8-p:m., after. careful arrangements, the

whole column, accompanied - by bombing
parties, attacked the schools and houses where
the chief opposition lay, the battalions charg-

‘ing in successive waves;-carried all before them,
‘but, I r-egreﬁ to- say, -suffered severe casualties

in dom & .
‘Four oﬂicers were killed, 14 wounded, and
of other ranks 216 were k111ed and wounded
" The steadiness shown by'these two battalions

s deserving of special mention, as I understand

the majority of the men have less than three
months’ service.
In view of the opposition met with, it was

not considered advisable to push on to Trinity



