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stores there and to hold the communication over
the River Shannon.

(19) Brigadier-General Stafford, the Garri-
son Commander at Queenstown, was directed
to use his discretion in the employment of
troops under his command, and on 30th April
he was reinforced from England by one batta-
lion of the 179th Brigade, 60th Division, a
battalion of the Royal Marines, and later by
the remainder of the 179th Brigade.

(20) Brigadier-General Hackett-Pain, who
assumed command of the troops in "Ulster,
made effective use of the troops under his com-
mand, and it was largely due to the dispositions
made by these two Commanders that the Sinn
Feiners in the South and North of Ireland
were restrained from taking a more active part
in the rebellion.

,1 received the greatest assistance from the
Inspector-General, Royal Irish Constabulary.,
and from all his inspectors and men, and
throughout the rebellion I worked in the
closest co-operation with them. In many dis-
tricts small posts of these gallant men were
isolated and had to defend themselves, against
overwhelming numbers, which they success-
fully did except in very few cases.

It was with great regret I received the report
on 28th April that a body of Royal Irish Con-
stabulary, under Inspector Gray, had been
ambushed by the rebels at Ashbourne, which
resulted in Inspectors Gray and Smith and
eight constables being killed and 14 wounded.

It was not until 30th April that I was able
to spare a mobile column to deal with this body
of rebels, the leaders of which were secured.

In other parts of Ireland similar attacks on
police posts had been made by armed bands of
Sinn Feiners. In order to deal with these, as
soon as the Dublin rebels had been crushed, I
organised various mobile columns, each con-
sisting of from one to two companies of in-
fantry, a squadron of cavalry, one 18-ppunder
gun and an armoured car.

Each column was allotted a definite area,
which, in close co-operation with the local
police, was gone through, and dangerous Sinn
Feiners and men who were known to have taken
an active part in the rising were arrested; in
addition many arms belonging to Sinn Feiners
were surrendered or seized.

I am glad to be able to report that the
presence of these columns had the best possible
effect on the people in country districts, in
many of which troops had not been seen for
years.

(22) That splendid body of men, the Dublin
Metropolitan Police, could give -me little or no
assistance, because they were unarmed. Had
they been armed I doubt if the rising in Dublin
would have had 'the success it did.

(23) I am glad to1 report that the conduct of
the troops was admirable; their cheerfulness,
courage and good discipline, under the most
trying conditions, was excellent.

Although doors and windows of shops and
houses had to be broken open, no genuine case
of looting has been reported to me, which I
consider reflects the greatest credit on all
ranks.

(24) I wish to acknowledge the great assist-
ance I received from the Provost of Trinity
College; the clergy of all denominations;
civilian medical4 men;" Red .'Cross nurses, who
were. untiring in their attention to the
wounded, often rendered under heavy fire;
ambulances provided by Royal Ambulance

Corps; the Irish Volunteer Training Corps and
the members of St. John's Ambulance Corps;
the Civilian and Officers Training Corps motor
cyclists, who fearlessly carried despatches
through streets infested with snipers; telegraph
operators and engineers; and from the lady
operators of the Telephone Exchange, to whose
efforts the only means of rapid communication
remained available.

I am glad to be able to record ray opinion
that the feelings of the bulk of the citizens of
Dublin being against the Sinn Feiners materi-
ally influenced the collapse of the rebellion.

(25) I deplore the serious losses which the
troops and the civilian volunteers have suffered
during these very disagreeable operations.

I have the honour to be, ' •
Your most obedient servant, ' "

J. G. MAXWELL.
General.

From the General Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, The Forces in Ireland, to The Secre-
tary of State for War.

Headquarters, Irish Command,
Dublin, 26*7t May, 1916.

My Lord,
In amplification of the report on the opera-

tions undertaken by the troops in Dublin,
which I forwarded to Field-Marshal Lord
French on 25th May, I think it desirable to
bring to your notice the difficult conditions
under which the troops had to. act.

(1) The rebellion began by Sinn Feiners,
presumably acting under orders, shooting in
cold blood certain soldiers and policemen,
simultaneously they took possession of various
important buildings and occupied houses, along
the routes into the City of Dublin, which were
likely to be used by troops taking up posts.

(2) Most of the rebels were not in any
uniform, and by mixing with peaceful citizens
made it almost impossible for the troops to dis-
tinguish between friend and foe until fire was
opened.

(3) In many cases troops having passed
along a street seemingly occupied by harmless
people were suddenly fired upon from behind
from windows and roof-tops. Such were the
conditions when reinforcements commenced to
arrive in Dublin.

(4) Whilst fighting continued under condi-
tions at once so confused and so trying, it is
possible that some innocent citizens were shot.
It must be remembered that the struggle was
in many cases of a house-to-house character,
that sniping was continuous and very persistent
and that it was often extremely difficult to dis-
tinguish between those who were or had been
firing upon the troops and those who had for
various reasons chosen to remain on the scene
of the fighting, instead of leaving the houses
and passing through the cordons.

(5) The number of such incidents that has
been brought to notice is very insignificant.

(6) Once the rebellion started the members
of the Dublin Metropolitan Police—an un-
armed uniformed force—had to be withdrawn,
or they would have been mercilessly shot down,
as, indeed, were all wEo had the bad luck to
meet the rebels. In their absence a number of
the worst elements of the city joined the rebels
and were armed by them. The daily record


