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ance lie has rendered in many directions, and
of his cheerfulness and indefatigability at all
times.

With regard to-fhe Marine section, the re-
port refers to the work of Captain Rhoades in
surprising and disabling the German gun-boat
" Hermann von Wissmann " in August, 1914,
which gave Nyasaland the command of the
Lake. Captain Rhoades and Lieutenant Tate
(until their departure on leave in October and
December respectively on grounds of ill-
health), as well as the remainder of the staff
of the Marine Transport Department, ren-
dered efficient service in the movement of
troops and stores and in attacking positions of
the enemy on the Lake. With the arrival of
Lieutenant-Commander Dennistoun and the
Naval contingent this Section has been placed
on a, more satisfactory basis for naval opera-
tions, and excellent work was done at Sphinx-
haven at the end of May, of which you and the
Lords Commissioners of fEe Admiralty have
already expressed your appreciation.

Associated with the Government Naval sec-
tion must be noticed1 the services of the staff of
the "Chauncey Maples," the steam vessel of
the Universities Mission, which was comman-
deered by Government on the outbreak of
hostilities, and of the African Lakes Corpora-
tion's ss. "Queen Victoria," which has been
requisitioned on frequent occasions.

I desire to take this opportunity of express-
ing again my appreciation of the readiness with
which the Nyasaland Volunteer Reserve—and
they represent practically the whole of the
British male population of military age—have
come forward, and Ene services they have ren-
dered in various capacities in connection with
the military operations and the native rising
of January last. .Several are specially men-
tioned by Lieutenant-Colonel Hawthorn.

For the rank and file of the 1st Battalion,
King's African Rifles, there are recommenda-
tions with which I cordially associate myself.
This splendid corps has won fame for itself on
active service in Africa on many previous occa-
sions. In this war, both here and in British
East Africa, it has fully maintained fts reputa-
tion.

It remains to me to add a few words on the
services rendered by the civil officers of the
Government. Many who had had previous
military training joined the Forces at once,
others were detailed for special work, but in
all branches the state of hostilities has imposed
much extra work which has been ungrudingly
and most cheerfully undertaken.

I have, etc.,
G. SMITH, Governor.

ENCLOSURE.
DESPATCH RELATING TO FIELD OPERATIONS.
From Lieut.-Colonel G. M. P. Hawthorn, 1st

K.A.R., Commanding Troops, Nyasaland.
To His Excellency the Governor and Com-

mander-in-Chief, Nyasaland Protectorate.
Zombo,,

llth October, 1915.
Your Excellency,

In view of the impending arrival of the
Central African Imperial Service Contingent
in this Protectorate, and the consequent re-
organisation of the forces in the field, I have
the honour to submit for your Excellency's
approval and favour of transmission to His
Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies
a report on the operations carried out by the

Nyasaland Field Force as hitherto constituted.
At the outset of the war, on receipt of a,

telegram from His Majesty's Secretary of
State with orders that precautionary measures
should be adopted, all troops were immediately
mobilised, men on leave recalled, and the
K.A.R. Reserve called up, a staff was formed
of officers and civil officials, and retired officers
were posted to K.A.R. Reserve. The force
was organised in double companies of African
troops, the whole under the command of Cap-
tain C. W. Barton, D.S.O., Northampton-
shire Regiment.

Immediately after receipt of a telegram to
the effect that war was declared between Eng-
land and Germany the troops marched from.
Zomba, arriving at Fort Johnston on the 9th
and 10th August.

On" August 8th the Government armed
steamer " Guendolen," commanded by Com-
mander E. L. Rhoades, was ordered to pro-
ceed north to reconnoitre Sphinxhaven, where
it was reported that the German Government
steamer " Wissmann " was undergoing repairs.

Commander Rhoades surprised the '' Wiss-
man" on the stocks at dawn, August 13th.
He found that it was-impossible to refloat her,
so, after removing the armament and im-
portant parts of the engines, he returned to
Fort Johnston on August 15th with the cap-
tured crew.

The Field Force embarked in the s.s.
" Guendolen/' " Chauncey Maples," " Queen
Victoria," "Pioneer" and "Adventure" en
August 16th and 17th, and disembarked at
Vua on August 19th and 20th. By August
22nd it had concentrated at Karonga.

On August 20th an enemy patrol crossed the
Songwe^ River, which forms the Anglo-German
boundary, and fired on a police patrol of ours.

Between August 20th and September 8th
various reconnaissances were made towards the
border, the enemy holding an advanced position
at Kapora, about 5 miles south of the Songwe.

At this time the enemy was reported to have
about 700 rifles with 8 maxims and 1 field gun
in the New Langenburg and Songwe district,
but this was probably an over-estimate.

In" the beginning of September a reinforce-
ment of 2 officers and 54 British Volunteers1 of
the Nyasaland Volunteer Reserve arrived at
Karonga.

On September 8th the force marched north-
west from Karonga towards the Lufira River,
leaving a garrison at Karonga under command
of Lieutenant P. D. Bishop, K.A.R. Reserve.
It was the intention of the Officer Commanding
to attack and capture the enemy advanced post
at Kapora. The main body of the enemy,
however, advanced simultaneously close to the
lake shore to attack Karonga, strength, as sub-
sequently ascertained, about 400 with 2 light
field guns and 3x maxims. At about 7 a.m.
September 9th a double company K.A.R.
was ordered to attack a company of the enemy
reported on the north bank of the Lufira. The
enemy company retired, and at about 8 a.m.
gun firing was heard from the direction of
Karonga, and it was also reported by scouts
that the main enemy force had passed east of
our position during the night, marching south.
A double company with 1 maxim under Captain
A. H. Griffiths, 1st K.A.R., was ordered to
march with the utmost speed to relieve
Karonga. The remainder of the force with the
transport, as soon as the double company from


