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the north bank of the Lufira had rejoined, fol-
lowed towards Karonga.

The enemy had attacked Karonga at about
7 a.m., and a continuous fire was kept up from
400 yards range against the post by about 350
rifles and three maxims; a few shells were also
fired by two field guns (1'4*).

Captain Griffiths arrived on the scene at
about 11 a.m., completely surprising the
enemy, whom he put to flight, capturing two
maxim guns.

In the meantime our main body, hampered
by transport, was slowlyt .[returning towards
Karonga; at about 11 a.m. it met half a com-
pany of the enemy, which was-quickly routed.
At about 1 p.m.. when crossing the Kasoa
stream, the force came into contact with the
enemy, who had reformed during the retire-
ment from Karonga. After a sharp action of
two hours' duration the enemy was completely
defeated and retired in disorder towards the
German border, losing two field guns, a quan-
tity of small arms, ammunition and stores.
The enemy having been completely scattered,
our force was again concentrated at Karonga.

Our total casualties on this day were: —
Killed.—3 officers, 2 British Volunteers,

N.V.R., 8 K.A.R. rank and file.
Wounded.—3 officers, 4 British Volun-

teers, N.V.R., 42 K.A.R. rank and file.
The enemy left on the field: —

Killed.—7 Europeans, 51 native rank and
file.

Wounded and prisoners.—2 officers.
Unwounded prisoner.—1 officer.
Wounded and unwounded prisoners.—69

natives.
Reliable reports confirm that at least two

other Europeans were severely wounded, and
30 or 40 natives.

In addition two field guns and two machine
guns, 72 small arms, about 10,000 rounds of
ammunition, and a complete maxim tripod and
spare parts, with a quantity of stores and ex-
plosives, were captured.

Captain Barton was himself wounded, and
Captain H. W. Stevens assumed command of
the Field Force.

After this success it would have been quite
possible to take up a position beyond the
border, but as the enemy could have reinforced
from other parts of their colony in a short
time it was decided to put Karonga into a
state of defence and establish -the force per-
manently there. From this date until the
commencement of the rains in December
various minor encounters and patrol actions
took place, with no serious loss to either side,
but resulting advantageously to us. After the
commencement of the rains the country be-
came impracticable for operations, and the
greater part of the British Volunteers were
allowed to return to their ordinary duties.

I arrived in Nyasaland in December 1914,
and assumed command of the Field Force on
December 29th.

On January 25th 1915 I received a telegram
from Your Excellency asking for troops to
assist in quelling a native rising in the
Chiradzulu district. I ordered Captain H. G.
Collins, 1st K.A.R., to proceed with the utmost
speed to Zomba, with one double company 1st
K.A.R., one machine gun, and one field gun.
The Government steamer "Guendolen " landed
this force at Fort Johnston on January 27th.

Captain Collins detached half a company under
Captain J. L. Portal, 1st K.A.R., to proceed
to Ncheu, where there had also been a disturb-
ance. Captain 'Collins' force reached Zomba
on January 29th, having marched 86 miles
•from Fort Johnston in 47 hours. The rebel
/force had meanwhile been defeated and scat-
tered by a force of 40 British Volunteers and
100 K.A.R. Recruits under the command of
Captain It. E. L. Triscott, K.A.R. Reserve.
Captain Collins, on arrival, assumed command
of the operations, and instituted a vigorous
pursuit of the rebels by small patrols, by which •
considerable numbers of the fugitives were
captured. The rising at Ncheu collapsed be-
fore Captain Portal arrived there. Your Ex-
cellency has already been furnished with de-
tailed reports by the officers who> took part in
the suppression of the rising.

During March a naval detachment under the
command of •Lieutenant-Commander G. H.
Dennistoun, R.N., with naval guns, arrived in
the Protectorate.

Reports having been received that the enemy
were repairing the ss. " Wdssmann," it was
decided to send a combined naval and military
expedition to Sphinxhaven, to refloat the
steamer if possible, otherwise to complete her
destruction. The detachment undter Captain
Collins was detailed for this duty. The expe-
dition embarked in ss. " Guendolen" and
" Chauncey Maples " at Fort Johnston on May
26th. A landing was effected three miles
south of Sphinxhaven at about 3 a.m. on May
30th, and' the enemy's position was assaulted
and captured by 11 a.m. after a bombardment
by the " Guendolen's " guns. The "Wiss-
mann " was completely disabled by dynamite
charges, and the force re-embarked about 2.30
p.m. The enemy returned before the last sec-
tion was withdrawn, and opened fire with a
maxim and about 40 rifles. The section was
re-embarked under cover of gun, rifle and
maxim fire from the ships. Our only casualty
was Volunteer Sutherland wounded. About
7,000 rounds of ammunition, one maxim car-
riage and spare parts, some rifles and stores, a
green flag with crescent and star, and a German
flag were captured.

Captain Collins' force rejoined at Karonga
on June 1st.

Early in June reports of a considerable in-
crease'in the enemy forces in the New Langen-
burg district were confirmed from several
sources, the reinforcements being estimated at
200 Europeans an3 400 native troops.

• Enemy patrols became more active, but
owing no doubt to the extremely thick nature
of the country, the grass being still green and
varying from six to tec. feet in height, no seri-
ous movements were attempted, though the
hostile garrison at Ipiana, about three miles
north df the. Songwe and five miles from the
lake shore, was considerably strengthened, and
new posts were established at points along the
Songwe.

During July patrol activity increased, and
one or two affairs of scouts took place. At the
end of July it was reported that a considerable
portion of the troops from New Langenburg
had moved north, presumably to take part in
an attack on the post of Saisi, about 25 miles
south of Abercorn, which was held by Rhode-
sian and Belgian troops.

On August 12th news was received that Saisi
had been invested by the enemy. Though it


