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experience of war. The conditions under
which we entered the war had made this un-
avoidable. We were compelled either to use
hastily trained and inexperienced officers and
men, or else to defer the offensive until we had
trained them. In this latter case we should
have failed our Allies. That these troops
should have accomplished so much under such
conditions, and against an Army and a nation
whose chief concern for so many years has been
preparation for war, constitutes a feat of
which the history of our nation records no
equal. The difficulties and hardships cheer-
fully overcome, and the endurance, determina-
tion, and invincible courage shown in meeting
them, can hardly be imagined by those who
have not had personal experience of the battle,
even though they have themselves seen some-
thing of war.

The. events which I have described in this
Despatch forms but a bare outline of the more
important occurrences. To deal in any detail
even with these without touching on the smaller
fights and the ceaseless work in the trenches
continuing day and night for five months, is
not possible here. Nor have I deemed it per-
missible in this Despatch, much as I desired to
do so, to particularise the .units, brigades, or
divisions especially connected with the different
events described. It would not be possible to
do so without giving useful information to the
enemy. Recommendations for individual
rewards have been forwarded separately, and
in due course full details will be made known.
Meanwhile, it must suffice to say that troops
from every part of the British Isles, and from
every Dominion and quarter of the Empire,
whether Regulars', Territorials, or men of the
New Armies, have borne a share in the Battle
of the Somme. While some have been more
fortunate than others in opportunities for dis-
tinction, all have done their duty nobly.

Among all the long roll of victories borne
on the colours of our regiments, there has never
been a higher test of the endurance and resolu-
tion of our infantry. They have shown them-
selves worthy of the highest traditions of our
race, and of the proud records of former wars.

Against such defences as we had to assault—
far more formidable in many respects than
those of the -most famous fortresses in history—
infantry would have been powerless without
thoroughly efficient artillery preparation and
support. The work of our artillery was
wholly admirable, though the strain on the
personnel was enormous. The excellence of
the results attained was the more remarkable,
in view of the shortness of the training of most
of the junior officers, and of the N.C.Os. and
men. Despite this, they rose to a very high
level of technical and tactical skill, and the
combination between artillery and infantry,
on which, above everything, victory depends,
was an outstanding feature of the battle.
Good even in July, it improved with experi-
ence, until in the latter assaults it approached
perfection.

In this combination between infantry and
artillery the Royal Flying Corps played a
highly important part. The admirable work
of this Corps has been a very satisfactory fea-
ture of the battle. Under the conditions of
modern war the duties of the Air Service are
many and varied. They include the regulation
and control of artillery fire by indicating tar-
gets and observing and reporting the results
of rounds; the taking of photographs of

enemy trenches, strong points, battery posi-
tions, and of the effect of bombardments; and
the observation of the movements of the enemy
behind his lines.

The greatest skill and daring has been
shown in the performance of all these duties,
•as well as in bombing expeditions. Our Air
Service has also co-operated with our infantry
in their assaults, signalling the position of our
attacking troops and turning machine guns on
to the enemy infantry and even on to his bat-
teries in action.

Not only has the work of the Royal Ftying
Corps to be carried out in all weathers and
under constant fire from the ground, but fight-
ing in the air has now become a normal pro-
cedure, in order to maintain the mastery over
the enemy's Air Service. In these fights the
greatest skill and determination have been
shown, and great success has attended the
efforts of the Royal Flying Corps. I desire to
point out, however, that the maintenance of
mastery in the air, which is essential, entails a
constant and liberal supply of the most up-to-
date machines, without which even the most
skilful pilots cannot succeed.

The style of warfare in which we have been
engaged offered no scope for cavalry action,
with the exception of the one instance already
mentioned, in which a small body of cavalry
gave useful assistance in .the advance on High
Wood.

Intimately associated with the artillery and
infantry in attack and defence the work of
various special services contributed much
towards the successes gained.

Trench mortars, both heavy and light, ha\e
become an important adjunct to artillery in
trench warfare, and valuable work has been
done by the personnel in charge of these
weapons. Considerable experience has been
gained in their use, and they are likely to be
employed even more frequently in the struggle
in future.

Machine guns play a great part—almost a
decisive part under some conditions—in
modern war, and our Machine Gun Corps has
attained to considerable proficiency in their
use, handling them with great boldness and
skill. The highest value of. these weapons is
displayed on the defensive rather than in the
offensive, and we were attacking. Neverthe-
less, in attack also machine guns can exercise
very great influence in the hands of men with
a quick eye for opportunity and capable of a
bold initiative. The Machine Gun Corps,
though comparatively recently formed, has
done very valuable work and will increase in
importance.

The part played by the new armoured cars.
—known as "tanks."—in some of the later
fights has been brought to notice by me already
in my daily reports. These cars proved of
great value on various occasions, and the per-
sonnel in charge of them performed many
deeds of remarkable valour.

The employment by the enemy of gas and
of liquid flame as weapons of offence compelled
us not only to discover ways to protect our
troops from their effects but also- to devise
means to make use of the same instruments of
destruction. Great fertility of invention has
been shown, and very great credit is due to the
special personnel employed for the rapidity
and success with which these new arms have
been developed and perfected, and for the very
great devotion to duty they have displayed in


