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a difficult and dangerous service. The Army •
owes its thanks to the chemists, physiologists
and physicists of the highest rank who devoted
their energies to enabling us to surpass the
enemy in the use of a means of warfare which
took the civilised world by surprise. Our own
experience of the numerous experiments and
trials necessary before gas and name could be
used, of the great preparations which had to
be made for their manufacture, and of the
special training required for the personnel em-
ployed, shows that the employment of such
methods by the Germans was not the result of
a desperate decision, but had been prepared for
deliberately.

Since we have been compelled; in self-
defence, to use similar methods, it is satisfac-
tory to be able to record, on the evidence of
prisoners, of documents captured, and of our
own observation, that the enemy has suffered
heavy casualties from our gas attacks, while
the means of protection adopted by us have
proved thoroughly effective.

Throughout the operations Engineer troops,
both from home and overseas, have played an
important rdle, and in every engagement the
Field Companies, assisted by Pioneers, have
co-operated with the other arms with the
greatest gallantry and devotion to duty.

In addition to the demands made on the ser-
vices of the Royal Engineers in the firing line,
the duties of the Corps during the preparation
and development of the offensive embraced the
execution of a vast variety of important works,
to which attention has already been drawn in
this despatch. Whether in or behind the
firing line, or OB the lines of communication,
these skilled troops have continued to show the
power of resource and the devotion to duty by
which they have ever been characterised.

The Tunnelling Companies still maintain
their superiority over the enemy underground,
thus -safeguarding their comrades in the
trenches. Their skill, enterprise and courage
have been remarkable, and, thanks to their
efforts, the enemy has nowhere been able to
achieve a success of any importance by mining.

During the Battle of the Somme the work
of the Tunnelling. Companies contributed in no
small degree to the successful issue of several
operations.

The Field Survey Companies have worked
throughout with ability and devotion, and
have not only maintained a constant supply of
the various maps required as the battle pro-
gressed, but have in various other ways been
of great assistance to the artillery.

The Signal Service, created a short time
before the war began on a very small scale,
has expanded in proportion with the rest of
the Army, and is now a very large organisa-
tion.

It provides the means of inter-communica-
tion between all the Armies and all parts of
them, and in modern war requirements in this
respect are on an immense and elaborate scale.
The calls on this service have been very heavy,
entailing a most severe strain, often under
most trying and d'angerous conditions. Those
calls have invariably been met with conspicu-
ous success, and no service has shown a more
whole-hearted and untiring energy in the ful-
filment of its duty.

The great strain of the five months' battle
was met with equal success by the Army Ser-
vice Corps and the Ordnance Corps, as well
as by all the other Administrative Services

and Departments, both on the Lines of Com-
munication and in front of them. The main-
tenance of large armies in a great battle under
modern conditions is a colossal task. Though
bad weather often added very considerably to
the difficulties of transport, the troops never
wanted for food, ammunition, or any of the
other many and varied requirements for the
supply of which these Services and Depart-
ments are responsible. This fact in itself is
the highest testimony that can be given to the
energy and efficiency with which the work was
conducted.

In connection with the maintenance and
supply of our troops, I desire to express the
obligation of the Army to the Navy for the
unfailing success with which, in the face of.
every difficulty, the large numbers of men and
the vast quantities of material required by us
have been transported across the seas.

I also desire to record the obligation of the
Army in the Field to the various authorities
at home, and1 to the workers under them—
women as well as men—by whose efforts and
self-sacrifice all our requirements were met.
Without the vast quantities of munitions and
stores of all sorts provided, and without the
drafts of men sent to replace wastage, the
efforts of our troops could not have been main-
tained.

The losses entailed by the constant fighting
threw a specially heavy strain on the Medical
Services. This has been met with the greatest
zeal and efficiency. The gallantry and' devo-
tion with which officers and 'men of the regi-
mental medical service and Field Ambulances
have discharged their duties is shown by the
large number of the R.A.M.C. and Medical
Corps of the Dominions who have fallen in the
Field. The work of the Medical Services
behind the front has been no less arduous.
The untiring professional zeal and marked
ability of the surgical specialists and consult-
ing surgeons, combined with the skill and de-
votion of the medical and nursing staffs, both
at the Casualty Clearing Stations in the Field
and the Stationary and General Hospitals at
the Base, have been beyond praise. In this
respect also the Director General has on many
occasions expressed to me the immense help the
British Red Cross Society have been to him in
assisting the R.A.M.C. in their work.

The health of the troops has been most satis-
factory, and, during the period to which this
despatch refers, there has been an almost com-
plete absence of wastage due to disease of a
preventable nature.

With such large forces as we now have in the
Field, the control exercised by a Commander -
in-Chief is necessarily restricted to a general
guidance, and great responsibilities devolve on
the Army Commanders.

In the Somme Battle these responsibilities
were entrusted to Generals Sir Henry Rawlin-
soia and Sir Hubert Gough, commanding
respectively the Fourth and Fifth Armies, who
for five months controlled the operations of
very large forces in one of the greatest, if not
absolutely the greatest struggle that has ever
taken place.

It is impossible to speak too highly of the
great qualities displayed by these commanders
throughout the battle. Their thorough know-
ledge of the profession, and their cool and
sound judgment, tact and determination
proved fully equal to every call on them. They


