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mountains with fertile valleys; the Southern
,-slopes .are precipitous, and immediately below
xuns the Tanga railway, while .further South
•dense bush extends for 15 to .20 miles to the
Pangani, an impassable river flowing almost
parallel to the railway .and .the mountains.
The enemy held the mountains and the railway
and had outposts along the Pangani river.
Our advance was expected .to follow the rail-
way, which had been fortified at all convenient
points for a hundred miles; and the enemy
had therefore every reason to expect that the
force opposing' us, consisting of from 1,200 to
5,000 troops with field and naval guns, would
render our progress sufficiently slow to enable
him to send any necessary reinforcements. I
therefore decided on the following dispositions
for my advance. The main column with, most
of the artillery and transport was to proceed
•down the inner or left bank of the Pangani,
.somewhat in advance of another smaller column
following the-railway line, while a third small
column was to start from Mbuyuni and enter
the North Pares from the North side through
the Ngulu Gap, joining the centre column at
Same Pass between the middle and South
Pares. In this way, with my flanks well for-
ward in the mountains and along the Pangani,
any real resistance of the enemy in his well
prepared positions in the centre along the rail-
way would become -hopeless. The advance
.commenced on 18th May by the movement of
Lieut.-Colonel T. O. Fitzgerald's battalion of
.the 3rd King's African Rifles from Mbuyuni to
the Ngulu Gap, and on the 22nd May Brig.-
.Genaral Hannyngton's brigade moved from
Pvuwu along the 'railway, while Generals Shep-
pard's and Beves' brigades moved down the
Pangani river accompanied by Major-General
Hoskins and mysel'f.

(17) The enemy's first position was reported
to be at Lembeni, at which place the railway
takes a sharp bend in towards the mountains
•and the ground is most suitable'for defensive
.action.

I trusted, however, to turn this1 position
neither directly by Fitzgerald's column forcing
its way through the Ngulu Gap, or indirectly
*by the continued advance of the Pangani
•column past the enemy's position.

. The turning movements proved successful,
and the enemy evacuated the Lembeni position
.on 24th May; on the following, day Hannyng-
lon occupied Same station without opposition,
.•and on the S6th May Fitzgerald's column
joined .Hannyngton's and thereafter formed
part of it. Hannyngton was ordered to pro-
ceed on the 28th over Same Pass along the
iroad which passes through the South Pare
.mountain, and thence through the Gonja Gap
between this mountain and the Usambara on
ito Mkomazi river. This move would prevent
the enemy from making- a stand on the railway
along the South Pare mountain, and would at
the same time clear the enemy out of the Gonja
'Gap. It was completely successful; on the
'29th Hannyngton reached U-onia and two days
a,fter the Mkomazi road bridge.

(18) Meanwhile the* advance of the main
^column continued steadily along the Pangani,
the advanced guards and mounted troops con-
tinuing to keep touch with the enemy's rear-
guards, and I soon discovered that it was his
intention to make his next stand near Mikot-
,scheni, at which place the Pangani river re-
joins the railway close to the mountains.

<Dn the '29th May the advanced troops came

up against this position and drew fire from a
naval 4.1 inch gun and two field guns. On
the 30th May the 2nd Rhodesian Regiment
attacked the .position in front while the rest
of General Sheppard's brigade made an
arduous but successful turning movement by
our left. The enemy retired in the night along
the railway, leaving part of a new bridge in
process1 of construction behind him. Buiko
station was occupied by us the following day.

(19) Leaving a rear guard of two1 companies
in front of Hannyngton at Mkomazi, the
enemy's main body retired along the railway
to Mombo station, whence a trolley line pro-
ceeds to Handeni. They then followed this
trolley line and entrenched themselves at
Mkalamo where tihis line crosses the Pangani
river. This retirement made it clear that the
enemy was not going to make a stand in the
Usambara, but intended to retire to Handeni
and on to the Central Railway.. I decided,
therefore, to cross to the right bank of the
Pangani with the main column and to leave
the further clearing! of the TJsambara district
to Hannyngton. The rapidity of our advance
had exceeded my best expectations. We had
reached the Usambara in ten days, covering
a distance of about 130 miles over trackless
country along the Pangani river and through
the mountains.

(20) As at this1 point a short pause in the
operations was necessary to enable the German
bridge over the Pangani to be completed, and
to give the railway time to catch up with the*
advance, I proceeded on June 2nd via Moschi
to Kondoa Irangi, to visit the 2nd Division
and to1 arrange personally the plans for future
co-operation between my two widely separated
forces.

On my return on June 7tih I found that the
German bridge over the Pangani had been
completed and another smaller one made close
to' Buiko railway station, roads had been cut
through the bush, and another 30 mile® South
had been covered by the main column along
the right bank of the Pangani.

(21) I had instructed General Hannyngton
with his brigade to proceed down the railway
line with Mombo as his objective. He ad-
vanced to Mazinde station on 8th June and
occupied Mombo Non 9th June, meeting with
only slight opposition and capturing a
machine-gun from the enemy. The enemy
retired South along1 the railway. On the same
date the main force of the enemy was en-
countered by our main column entrenched at
Mkalamo, and the 1st East African Brigade
had a sharp action, lasting till nightfall. The
enemy retired in the night, leaving numerous
dead on the ground.

At Mkalamo the trolley line from Mombo
to Handeni was reached on the 10th, and
thereafter the advance to Handeni continued
for a considerable distance along its route.
The trolley line leaves the Pangani at
LuohomOj and from that point proceeds in a
Southerly direction to Nderema, 2 miles West
of Haudeni. Between Luchomo and Nderema
is a dry belt of 32 miles, the only water being
found by digging in a dry river bed at Mbagui,
22 milesi South of Luchomo<. To cross this
distance General Sheppard was' sent forward
with two battalions to press the enemy back
until Mbagui was reached on the 13th. From
there he worked forward to within five miles
of Handeni, where the enemy was on 15th
June found to hold a strongly entrenched


