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and a gunner, by which time he was sup-
ported and 29 of the enemy surrendered.
The reckless bravery of this N.C.O.
relieved in less than thirty seconds an ex-
tremely difficult situation. His gallantry is
beyond all praise. . .

No. 23715 Actg. Cpl. Fred Greaves, Notts.
& Derby. R, (Balborough).

For most conspicuous bravery, initiative
and leadership, when his platoon was tem-
porarily held up by machine-gun fire from a
concrete stronghold.  Seeing that his
platoon commander and - serjeant were
casualties, and-realising that unless this post
was taken quickly his men would lose the
barrage, Cpl. Greaves, followed by another
non-commissioned officer, rushed forward
regardless of his personal safety, reached the
rear of the building and bombed the
occupants, killing or capturing the garrison,
and taking four enemy machiné-guns.

It was solely due to the personal pluck,
dash and initiative of this non-commissioned
officer that the assaulting line at this point
was not held up, and that our troops escaped
serious casualties.

Later in the afternoon, at a most critical
period of the battle, when the troops of a
flank brigade had given way temporarily
under a heavy counter-attack and when all
the officers in his company were casualties,
this gallant non-commissioned officer quickly
grasped the situation. He collected his men,
threw out extra posts on the threatened
flank, and opened up rifle and machine-gun
fire to enfilade the advance.

The effect of Cpl. Greaves’ conduct on his
men throughout the battle cannot be over-
estimated, and those under his command
responded gallantly to his example.

1 No. 144039 A./Cpl. Filip Konowal, Can.
nf.

For most conspicuous bravery and leader-
ship when in charge of a section in attack.
His section had the difficult task of mopping
up cellars, craters and machine-gun emplace-
ments. Under his able direction all resist-
ance was overcome successfully, and heavy
casualties inflicted on the enemy. In one
cellar he himself bayonetted three enemy
and attacked single-handed seven others in
a crater, killing them all.

On reaching the objective, a machine-gun
was holding up the right flank, causing many
casualties. Cpl. Konowal rushed forward
and entered the emplacement, killed the
crew, and brought the gun back to our lines.

The next day he again attacked single-
handed another machine-gun emplacement,
killed three of the crew, and destroyed the
gun and emplacement with explosives.

This non-commissioned officer alone killed
at least sixteen of the enemy, and during the
two days’ actual fighting carried on con-
tinuously his good work until severely
wounded.

No. 8162 L./Cpl. William Henry Hewitt.
S.A. Inf.

For most conspicuous bravery during
operations. L./Cpl. Hewitt attacked a
‘““pill-box ’’ with his section, and tried to
rush the doorway. The garrison, however.

proved very stubborn, and in the attempt
this non-commissioned officer received a
severe wound. Nevertheless, he proceeded
to the loophole of the *‘ pill-box,’’ where,
in his attempts to put a bomb into it, he
was again wounded 1n the arm. Undeterred
however, he eventually managed to get a
bomb inside, which caused the occupants to
dislodge, and they were successfully and
speedily dealt with by the remainder of the
section.

No. 51507 L./Cpl. Harold Mugford, M.G-
Corps (East Ham).

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty when, under intense shell and
machine-gun fire, L./Cpl. Mugford suc-
ceeded in getting his machine gun into =
forward and very exposed position. From
this point he Wwas able to deal most effectively-
with the enemy,. who were massing for
counter-attack. His No. 2 was killed almost
immediately, and at the same moment he-
himself was severely wounded. He was then
ordered to a mew position, and told to go-
to a dressing-station as soon as the posifionr
was occupied. He refused to go to the
dressing-station, but continued on duty with: -
his gun, inflicting severe loss on the eremy.

Soon after he was again wounded, a shell’
breaking both of his legs. He still remained
with his gun, begging his comrades to leave-
him and take cover.

Shortly afterwards this non-commissioned
officer was removed to the dressing-station,.
where he was again wounded in the arm.

The valour and initiative displayed by
L./Cpl. Mugford was instrumental in break-
ing up the impending counter-attack of the-
snemy.

No. 114 L. [Cpl. Walter Peeler, Aus. Imp..
Force.

For most conspicuous bravery when witlr
a Lewis gun accompanying the first wave:
of the assault he encountered an enemy
party sniping the advancing troops from &
shell-hole.

L.[Cpl. Pseler immediately rushed the
position and accounted for nine of the enemy,
and cleared the way for the advance. On
two subsequent occasions he performed
similar acts of valour, and each time
accounted for a number of the enemy.

During operations he was directed to a
position from which an enemy machine gun
was being fired on our trocops. He located’
and killed the gunner, and the remainder
of the enemy party ran into a dugout close
by. From this shelter they were dislodged
by a bomb, and ten of the enemy ran out.
These he disposed of.

This non-commissioned officer actually
accounted for over thirty of the ememy.

He displayed an absolute fearlessmess in
making hisway ahead of the first wave of the
assault, and the fine example which he set
ensured the success of the attack against
most determined opposition.

No. 3774 Pte. Patrick Bugden, late Aus.
Imp. Force.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty when on two occasions our advance
was temporarily held up by strongly-defended

_ ““pill-boxes.” Pte. Bugden, in the face of’



