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capturing their objective in precise accordance
with programme and with little loss.

By this time our field artillery had begun to
move up, and by 9.30 a.m. a number of bat-
teries were already in action in their forward
positions. The Allied advance on this portion
of our front was resumed at the hour planned.
English county troops captured St. Julien, and
from that point northwards our final objectives
were reached and passed.  Highland Terri-
torials, Welsh and Guards battalions secured
the crossings of the Steenbeek, and French
troops, having also taken their final objectives,
advanced beyond them and seized Bixschoote.
A hostile counter-attack launched against the
point of junction of the French and British
Armies was completely repulsed.

Meanwhile, south of the Ypres-Roulers Rail-
way, very heavy and continuous fighting was
taking place on both sides of the Menin Road.

After the capture of the German first line
system our troops on this part of our front had
advanced in fime with the divisions on their
left against their second objectives.  Great
opposition was at once encountered in front of
two small woods known as Inverness Copse and
Glencorse Wood. while further south a strong
point in Shrewsbury Forest held out against
our attacks till the morning of the 1st August.
North of Glencorse Wood Eaglish troops con-
tinued their advance in spite of the enemy’s
resistance and reached the village of Westhoek,

Later in the day heavy counter-attacks began
to develop from south of the Menin Road north-
wards to St. Julien. Qur artillery caused
great loss to the ememy in these atbacks,
although the weather was unfavourable for
aeroplane work, and observation for our bat-
teries was difficult. At Inverness Copse and
Glencorse Wood a few tanks succeeded in reach-
ing the fighting line, in spite of exceedingly
bad ground, and came into action with our
infantry. Fierce fighting took place all day,
but the enemy was unable to shake our hold
upon the ridge.

"ResurTs oF First Dav.

(42) At the end of the day, therefore, our
troops on the Fifth Army front had carried
the German first system of defence south of
Westhoek. Except at Westhoek itself, where
they were established on the outskirts of the
village, they had already gained the whole of
the crest of the ridge and had denied the enemy
observation over the Ypres plain.  Farther
north they had captured the ememy’s second
line also as far as St. Julien. North of that
village they had passed beyond the German
seconnd line, and held the line of the Steenbeek
to our junction with the French.

On our left flank our Allies had admirably
completed the important task allotted to them.
Close touch had been kept with the British

‘oops on their right throughout the day. All
and more than all their objectives had been
gained rapidly and at exceptionally light cost,
and the flank of the Allied advance had been
effectively secured.

Meanwhile, the attack on the Second Army
front had also met with complete success. On
the extreme right New Zealand troops had car-
ried La Basse Ville after a sharp fight lasting
some fifty minutes. On the left English troops
had captured Hollebeke and the difficult ground
north of the bend of the Ypres-Comines Canal
and east of Battle Wood. Between these two
points our line had been advanced on the whole
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front for distances varying from 200 to 80

yards.
Over 6,100 prisoners, including 133 officers,

were captured by us in this battle. In addition
to our gains in prisoners and ground we also
captured some 25 guns, while a further numbexr
of prisoners and guns were taken by our
Allies.

Errecrt oF THE WEATHER.

(43) The weather had been threatening
throughout the day, and had rendered the
work of our aeroplanes very difficult from the
commencement of the battle. During the
afternoon, while fighting was still in progress,
rain began, and fell steadily all night, There-
after, for four days, the rain continued without
cessation, and for several days afterwards the
weather remained stormy and unsettled. The
low-lying, clayey soil, torn by shells and sodden
with rain, turned to a succession of vast muddy
pools. The valleys of the choked and overflow-
ing streams were speedily transformed into
long stretches of bog, impassable except by a
few well-defined tracks, which became marks
for the enemy’s artillery. To leave these tracks
was to risk death by drowning, and in the
course of the subsequent fighting on several
occasions both men and pack animals were lost
in this way. In these conditions operations of
any. magnifude became impossible, and the
resumption of our offensive was necessarily
postponed until a period of fine weather should
allow the ground to recover.

As had been the case in the Arras battle,
this unavoidable delay in the development of
our offensive was of the greatest service to the
enemy. Valuable time was lost, the troops
opposed to us were able to recover from the
disorganisation produced by our first attack,
and the enemy was given the opportunity to
bring up reinforcements.

HosTiLe COUNTER- ATTACKS.—ST. JULIEN AND
‘WESTHOEE.

(44) During the night of the 31st July and
on the two following days, the enemy de-
livered further counter-attacks against our new
line, and in particular made determined efforts
to dislodge us from the high ground between
the Menin Road and the Ypres-Roulers Rail-
way, and to recover his second line system
between Frezenberg and St. Julien. In this he
completely failed. The violence of his artillery
fire compelled us, however, to withdraw tem-
porarily from 8t. Julien, though we retained
a bridgehead across the Steenbeek, just north
of the village, )

In spite of these cgunter-attacks and the
great but unavoidable hardships from which
our troops were suffering, steady progress was
made with the consolidation of the captured
ground, and every opportunity was taken to
improve the line already gained.

On the 3rd August St. Julien was re-
oceupied without serious opposition, and our
line linked up with the position we had re-
tained on the right bank of the Steenbeek
further north. A week later a successful minor
operation carried out by English troops gave
us complete possession of Westhoek. * Seven
hostile counter-attacks within the following
four days broke down before cur defence.

During this period certain centres of resist-
ance in the mneighbourhood of Xortekeer
Cabaret were cleared up by our Allies, and a
number of fortified farm houses, lying across




