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troops, advancing on both sides of the Ypres-
‘Roulers Railway, stormed the line of fortified
farms immediately in front of their position,
and, pressing on, captured Zonnebeke and Bre-
men Redoubts and the hamlet of Zevenkote.
By 8.45 a.m. our final objectives on this front
had been gained.

West Lancashire Territorial battalions found
the ground south-east of St. Julien very wet
and heavy after the night’s rain. None the
less, they made steady progress, reaching the
line of their final objectives early in the after-
noon. North of the Zonnebeke-Langemarck
Road London and Highland Territorials gained
the whole of their objectives by mid-day,
though stiff fighting took place for a number of
[arms and strong places.

As the result of this most successful operation -

the whole of the high ground crossed by the
Menin Road. for which such desperate fighting
had taken place during our previous attacks,
passed into ‘our possession. Important posi-
tions were won also on the remainder of our
front, by which the right of our attack was
rendered more secure, and the wav opened for
the advance of our left. In the attack. as well
as in the repeated counter-attarks which fol-
lowed, exceedingly heavy casualties were in-
flicted on the enemy, and 3,243 prisoners, to-
gether with a number of guns, were captured
by us.
COUNTER-ATTACKS.

(51) The enemy did not abandon these im-
portant positions without further severe
struggles. Durine the afternoon and evening
of the 20th September no less than eleven coun-
ter-attacks were made without success against
different parts of our new front, in addition
to several concentrations of hostile infantry,
which were broken up by cur artillery before
any attack could be launched.

East of St. Julien the enemy at his third
attempt succeeded in forcine back our troops
1o the west of Schuler Farm, but on the follow-
ing day the farm wag retaken bv us and rmr
line re-established. North-east of Langemarck
stubborn fichting took place for the possession
of the short length of trench which. as already
recounted, had resisted our sttacks on the 16th
August. It was not till the morning of the
23rd September that the position was finally
cantured bv us.

Fierce fighting took place also on the 21st
September in the neighbourhood of Tower
Hamlets. In the course of this and the fol-
lowing four days three powerful attacks were
launched by the enemy on wide fronts between
Tower Hamlets and Polygon Wood, and a
fourth north-east of St. Julien. All these
attacks were repulsed, except that on the 25th
September parties of German infantry sue-
ceeded in entering our lines north of the Menin
Road. Heavy and confused fighting took place
in this area throughout the day, in" which
English, Scottish, and :Australian troops
gradually drove the enemy from the limited
foothold he had gained.

The enemy’s casualties in these many
counter-attacks, as well as in all those subse-
quently delivered by him on the Ypres front,
were -consistently very heavy. Qur constant
successful resistance reflects the greatest credit
on the high fighting qualities ‘of our infantry,
on the courage and devotion of our airmen,
and upen -the -excellence. of our artillery
arrangements.- . S

Porycon Woob AND ZONNEBEKE.

(52) All this heavy fighting was not allowed
to interfere with the arrangements made for a
renewal of the advance by the Second and Fifth
Armies on the 26th September.

The front of our attack on that date ex-
tended from south of Tower Hamlets to north-
east of St. Julien, a total distance of rather less
than six miles; but on the portion of this front
south of the Menin Road only a short advance
was intended. North of the Menin Road, our
object was to reach a position from which a
direct attack could be made upon the portion
of the main ridge between Noordemdhoek and
Broodseinde, ftraversed by the Becelaere-
Passchendaele Road.

The assault was delivered at 5.50 a.m., and,
after hard and prolonged fighting, in which
over 1,600 prisoners were taken by us, achieved
@ success as striking as that of the 20th
September.

Australian troops carried the remainder of
Polygon Wood, together with -the German
trench line to the east of it, and established
themselves on their objectives beyond the
Becelaere-Zonnebeke Road. On the left of the
Australians, English troops took Zonnebeke
Village and church, and North Midland and
London Territorial battalions captured a long
line of hostile strong points on both sides of the
Wieltje-Gravenstafel Road.

South of Polygon Wood an obstinate struggle
took place for a group of fortified farms and
strong points. English, Scottish, and Welsh
battalions of the same Divisions that had borne
the brunt of the enemy’s attacks in this area
on the previous day gallantly fought their way
forward. In their advance they effected the
relief of two companies of Argyll and Suther-
land Highlanders, who, with great courage and
resolution, had held out in our forward line all
night, although isolated from the rest of ouf
troops. It was not until the evening of the
27th September, however, that thé line of our
objectives in this locality was completely
gained.

FurTHER COUNTER-ATTACKS.

(53) As had been the case on the 20th
September, our advance war at once followed
by a series of powerful counter-attacks.

There js evidence that our operations had
anticipated a counter-stroke which the enemy
was preparing for the evening of the 26th Sept-
ember, and the German troops brought up for
this purpose were now hurled in to recover the
positions he had lost. In the course of the day
at least seven attacks were delivered at points
covering practically the whale front from Tower
Hamlets to St. Julien. The fiercest fighting
prevailed in the sector between the Reutelbeek
and Polygon Wood, but here, as elsewhere, all
the enemy’s assaults were beaten off.

On the 30th September, when the enemy had
recovered from the disorganisation caused by
his defeat, he recommenced his attacks. Two
attenipts to advance with flammenwerfer north
of the Menin Road were followed on the I1st
October by five other attacks in this area, and
on the same day a sixth attack was made south
of the Ypres-Roulers Railway. Except for the
temporarv loss of the two advanced posts south-
east of Polveon Wood, all these attacks were
repilsed with great loss. At dawh on the 3rd
October anéther attempt in the neighbourheod



