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(2) Caution as to obeying Orders received from
H.M. Ships, de.

The attention of all Masters or other per-
sons in command or charge of vessels is directed
to the duty of obeying promptly and strictly
all orders, whether by way of signal or other-
wise, given by any Officer in Command of any
of His Majesty’s Ships or by any Naval or
Military Officer engaged in the defence of the
coast. Cases have been reported to the
Admiralty in which British Merchant vessels
have wilfully disregarded the Orders given by
Patrol Boats, &c., and it is therefore con-
sidered necessary to remind all persons con-
cerned of the penalties provided for such acts
of disobedience.

Where vessels neglect to obey Orders so
given the person in charge is liable to prose-
cution under the Defence of the Realm (Con-
solidation) Regulations 1914, and upon con-
viction to be fined £100 or imprisoned for six
months or, where the disobedience was of an
aggravated kind, to suffer both penalties.

It should also be noted that failure to obey
orders may necessitate the seizure and deten-
tion of the vessel, when found in any port of
the United Kingdom subsequently to the time
at which the act of disobedience was com-
mitted.

(8) Use of Mine Protection Gear by Vessels.

Notice is given that, under the Defence of
the Realm Regulations, the following Regula-
tion has been made by the Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty with a view to pro-
tecting vessels navigating within certain areas
from the risk of damage by mine, and is now
in force:—

No British vessel equipped as directed by

the Admiralty or Shipping Controller with the
© ““Otter’’ protective gear shall, while navigat-
ing within the 60-fathom line off the United
Kingdom or in any waters less than 60 fathoms
deep where mines have been reported or may
with reasonable probability be encountered.
or in less than 80 fathoms in the Mediterranean
Sea, neglect to have such protective gear pro-
perly adjusted and actually running outboard
and adequately manned to secure the efficient
working of the apparatus; and the.Master or
other person in command or charge of any
British vessel who neglects to see that such
apparatus is so adjusted, running, manned and
worked shall be guilty of an offence against the
Defence of the Realm Regulations.

(4) Procedure for Visit und Search of Vessels
by H.M. Ships.

In view of the danger of H.M. Ships closing
vessels, apparently Neutral, British or Allied
-traders, but which are in reality German raid-
ing cruisers, it is necessary to adopt a special
Boarding procedure as a measure of precau-
tion,

When it is desired to put into force the
special Boarding procedure it will be as fol-
lows:—

A red pendant of a specially large size
will be hoisted by the man-of-war exercising
the right of visit and search. The hoisting
of this pendant will be accompanied by the
firing of a rocket. This will signify that the
merchant ship is to close the boat lowered by
the man-of-war, whether the man-of-war re-
maing in the vicinity of the boat or not.
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(5) Regulations with regard to Vessels’ Lights.

Notice is hereby given that, under the De-
fence of the Realm (Consolidation) Regula-
tions, 1914, the following Orders have been
made by the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty and are now in force:—

In areas in which submarines or raiders may
be met vessels are to be carefully darkened from
sunseb to sunrise, and are to proceed without
navigation lights. These lights must be so
arranged that they can be instantly shown to
avoid collision and extinguished as soon as the
danger of collision is past. Navigation lights
when specially ordered to be shown must be
dimmed to a visibility of less than two miles—
(Admiralty War Instructions for British Mer-
chant Vessels).

1. Masthead Lights.—No Masthead Light
of a brilliancy exceeding 24-candle power is to
be exhibited, Lights are to be shaded with
plain opal glass and the reflectors are to be
“removed from the lanterns. Masthead Lights
are never to be used unless the Master con-
siders it absolutely necessary. The use of
Masthead Lights is to be discontinued until pro-
vision has been made for their being dimmed
in accordance with this Order.

2. Side Lights.—No Side Light of a brilli-
ancy exceeding 8-candle power shall be
exhibited.

In clear weather, and when specially
ordered, 5-candle power lamps are to be ex-
hibited.

Plain coloured glass is to be fitted to the
lanterns, but where already placed dioptric
lenses may be continued in use until the plain
glasses can be fitted. :

Oil Side Lamps are only to be exhibited if
electric lights are not available.

Reflectors are to be removed from the
lanterns. ’

3. Stern Lights.—No Stern Light is to be
exhibited except to avoid danger of collision,
and such light is to be extinguished as soon as
the danger is past.

Such light shall be electric of 2§-candle
power shaded with a.plain opal glass and is to
be controlled from the bridge.

In vessels where electric light 1s not installed,
an oil lamp or electric torch of equivalent
brilliancy may be substituted.

Vessels in Convoy which on occasion neces-
sarily have to exhibit a Stern Light are to have
such lights screened so as to show not more
than three points from right astern on each
quarter.

This Order applies—subject to any direc-
tions that may be given in any particular cir-
cumstances by the Commanding Officer of the
Convoy or Senior Naval Officer present—to all
British Merchant Vessels, and if

(a) the owner of any British Merchant
Vessel, or where such owner is a Company,
the Managing Director or other responsible
person, fails to provide such vessel with the
lights hereby prescribed and/or the means
of shading the same; or if

(%) the Master or other person in.com-
mand or charge of such vessel so provided
fails to comply with any of the directions
in this Order stated or referred to; then
such Owner, Managing Director, or other
responsible person, and such Master or other
person in command or charge shall respec-
tively be guilty of an offence against the
Defence of the Realm Regulations.




