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WEDNESDAY, 1 MAY, 1918
A Memstry, less of s own personal satety, and

? lst May, 1918
His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to award the Victoria Cross to the
andermentioned Officers of the Royal Air
Force, for services displaying outstanding
bravery :— J
Lt. Alan Jerrard, Royal Air Force (for-

merly of the South Staffordshire Regiment)

When on an offensive patrol with two
other officers he attacked five enemy aero-
planes and shot one down 1n flames, follow-
g it down to within one hundred feet of
the ground.

He then attacked an enemy aerodrome
from a height of only fifty feet from the
ground, and, engaging single-handed some
nmneteen machines, which were either land-
mg or attempting to take off, succeeded
in destroying ome of them, which crashed
on the aerodrome. A large number of

_machines then attacked him, and whilst thus
fully occupied-he observed that one of the
pilots of his patrol was in difficulties. - He

went immediately to his assistance,-regard- | .

destroyed a third enemy machine.

Fresh enemy aeroplanes continued to rse
from the aerodrome, which he attacked one
after another, and only retreated, still
engaged with five enemy machines, when
ordered to do so by his patrol leader
Although apparently wounded, this very
gallant officer turned repeatedly, and
attacked single-handed the pursuing
machines, until he was eventually over-
whelmed by numbers and driven to the
ground

Lt. Jerrard had greatly distinguished
himself on four previous occasions, within a
period of twenty-three days, in destroying
enemy machines, displaying bravery and
abihity of the very highest order

’ -L‘

2nd Lt Alan Arnett McLeod, Royal Air
Force

Whilst flying with his observer (Lt. A
W. Hammond, M C.), attacking hostile for-
mations by bombs and machine-gun fire, he
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was assailed at a heightof 5,000 feet by eight
enemy triplanes, which dived at him from
all directions, finng from their front guns
By ekilful manceuvring he enabled his
observer to fire bursts at each machine in
turn, shooting three of them down out of
control By this time Lt McLeod had re-
ceived five wounds, and whilst continuing
the engagement a bullet penetrated his petrol
tank and set the machine on fire

He then climbed out on to the left bottom
plane, controlling his machine from the side
of the fuselage, and by side-shpping steeply

kept the flames to oue side, thus emabling |

Prnted for-His Majesty’s Stationery O

the observer to continue firing until the
ground was reached

The observer had been wounded six times
when the machine crashed in ‘“ No Man’s
Land,” and 2nd Lt McLeod, notwithstand-
ing his own wounds, dragged him away from
the burming wreckage at great personal risk
from heavy machine-gun fire from the
enemy’s hnes This very gallant pilot was
aggin wounded by 2 bomb whilst engaged in
this act of rescue, but he persevered until he
had placed Lt Hammond in comparative
safety, before falling himself from exhaus-
tion and loss of blood
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