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this sector early in the year, the weather
had been exceptionally dry, and prepara-
tions for an attack by the enemy astride the
Menin Road were known to be in an ad-
vanced state.

(ii) In the central portion lie the northern
collieries of France and certain important
tactical features which cover our lateral
communications.

Here also little or no ground could be
given up, except in the Lys Valley itself.

(iii) In the southern portion of the British
area south-east of Arras, in contrast «to the
central and northern portions, ground could
be given up under great pressure without
serious consequences, the forward area of
this sector consisting chiefly of a wide ex-
panse of territory devastated by the enemy
last spring in hisi withdrawal.

Ae shown in paragraph (8) it was evident
that the enemy was about to make a great
effort south of Arras. An attack on this
front would undoubtedly h.ave <is its object
the separation of the French and British
armies and the capture of the important
centre of communications of Amiens. «To
meet this eventuality more than half my
available troops were allocated to the defence
of this sector, together with the whole of
the cavalry. In addition, as previously
stated, arrangements had been made for the
movement of a French force to the southern
portion of the British area north of the
River Oise in case of need.

(iv) Arrangements were made in detail
for the rapid transport by rail or bus of a
force of such British divisions as could be
held back in reserve to meet any emergency
on any sector of the British front.

The Situation on the Eve of the Attack.
(10) On the 19th March my Intelligence

Department reported that the final stages of
the enemy's preparations on the Arras-St.
Quentin front were approaching completion,
and that from information obtained it was
probable that the -actual attack would be
launched on the 20th or 21st March. On our
side our dispositions to meet the expected
offensive were as complete as the time and
troops available could make them.

The front of the Fifth Army, at that date
commanded by General Sir H. de la P. Gough,
K.C.B., K.C.V.O., extended from our junc-
tion with the French just south of Barisis to
north of Gouzeaucourt, a distance of about
forty-two miles, and was held by the III.,
XVIII., XIX. and VII. Corps, commanded
respectively by Lieut.-General Sir R. H. K.
Butler, K.C.M.G., C.B., Lieut.-General Sir I.
Maxse, K.C.B., C.V.O., D.S.O., Lieut.-
General Sir H. E. Watts, K.-C.B., C.M.G.,
and Lieut.-General Sir W. N. Congreve, V.C.,
K.C.B., M.V.O. Over 10 miles of this front
between Amigny Rouy and Alaincourt were
protected by the marshes of the Oise River and
Canal, and were therefore held more lightly
than the remainder of the linej but on the
whole front of flbie Army the number of divi-
sions in line only allowed of an average of one
division to some 6,750 yards of front.

The Third Army, under the command of
General the Hon. Sir J. H. G. Byng, K.C.B.,
K.C.M.G., M.V.O., held a front of about
27 miles from north of Gouzeaucourt to south
of Gavrelle with the V., IV., VI. and XVII.

Cqtrps, under the respective commands of
Lieut.-General Sir E. A. Fanshawe, K.C.B.,
Lieut.-General Sir G. M. Harper, K.C'.B:,
D.S.O., Lieut.-General Sir J. A. L. Haldane,
K.C.B., D.S.O., and Lieut.-General Sir C.
Fergusson, Bt., K.C.B., K.C.M.G., M.V.O.,
D.S.O. The average length of front held by
each division in line on the Third Army front
was about 4,700 yards.

The general principle of our defensive
arrangements on the fronts of these Armies.
was the distribution of our troops in depth..
With thisi object three defensive belts, sited at
considerable distances from each other, had
been constructed or were approaching comple-
tion in the forward area, the most advanced
of which was in the nature of a lightly held
outpost screen covering our main positions.
On the morning of the attack the troops de-
tailed to man -these various .defences were all
in position.

Behind the forward defences of the Fifth
Army, and in view of the smaller resources
which could be placed at the disposal of that
Army, arrangements had been made for the
construction of a strong and carefully sited
bridgehead position covering Peronne and the
crossings of the River Somme south of that
town. Considerable progress had been made
in the laying out of this position, though at
the outbreak of the enemy's offensive its de-
fences were incomplete, '

The Enemy's Dispositions.
(11) From the information at my disposal,,

it was expected that the enemy's heaviest
attack would fall between the Sensee River
and the neighbourhood of the Bapaume-
Cambrai road, and on this front of some 16,000'
yards eighteen German divisions are known to
have been employed in line and in immediate
reserve on the 21st March. It was correctly
anticipated that the Flesquieres salient itself
would not be directly attacked in strength,
But that the attack would be continued in
great force from the southern flank of the-
salient to iSt. Quentin. On this front of some
48,000 yards, from Gouzeaucourt to the Oise-
River at Moy, forty German divisions were set
in motion on the first day.

An event which, having regard to the nature-
of the ground, was not considered probable,
was that the enemy would be able to extend
the flank of his attack in any considerable
strength beyond Moy. The rapid drying of
the marshes, due to an exceptionally dry
spring, in fact enabled the enemy to attack
this lightly held front with three fresh divi-
sions, in addition to the three divisions already
in line.

Comparison of Forces Engaged.
(12) In all at least sixty-four German divi-

sions took part in the operations of the first
day of the battle, a number considerably ex-
ceeding the total forces composing the entire
British Army in France. The majority of
these divisions had spent many weeks and even-
months in concentrated training for offensive
operations, and had reached a high pitch of
technical excellence in the attack.

To meet this assault the Third Army dis-
posed of eight divisions in line on the front of
the enemy's initial attack, with seven divisions
available in reserve. The Fifth Army dis-
posed of fourteen divisions and three cavalry


