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No. 203329 Pte. Samuel Needham, Bedf. R.
(Eull).

For most conspicuous bravery and initia-
tive when with a strong patrol which was
heavily attacked by the enemy and forced
back in confusion, At this critical moment
Pte, Needham ran back and fired rapidly at
a body of the enemy at point-blank range.

His action checked the enemy and enabled
the patrol commander to reorganise his men.

12805

The patrol had many casualties, but success-
fully got back all their wounded, and it was
due to the action of individuals, of which this
is the most outstanding, that the entire patrol
was not cut off. Pte. Needham’s example
was of the greatest value at a critical
moment, and the bold and determined stand
made by him did more than anything to
inspire confidence, and undoubtedly saved a
critical situation.
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