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pansion of the Army, and the length of the
war, necessitated an ever-increasing demand
being made on them for filling responsible
positions in command, staff and administrative
appointments. The call has been met most
efficiently. The longer the war continued, the
greater became the part played in it by the
new Armies of the Empire.

PART III.
My Thanks to Commanders and Staffs.

(24) In the body of previous Despatches I
have found a welcome opportunity to mention
by name many distinguished officers, Com-
manders of Corps and Divisions, whose high
soldiery qualities, powers of leadership -and
knowledge of men have largely influenced the
course of the operations with which those
Despatches have dealt. I have also been able
t> refer to some few of the many able and ex-
perienced Staff officers by whom I have at all
times been so greatly assisted. It is not prac-
ticable, in the text of this Despatch, to set out
the full list of those to whom I am indebted.
I would say, however, of all those already men-
tioned, as well as of those whose names appear
below and the many others whom the limits of
space compel me to exclude, that no Com-
mander has ever had or ever could wish for
more loyal assistance given more ungrudingly,
or with a more complete devotion to the noble
cause for which we have worked in common.

My thanks are especially due to the five
Army . Commanders—General Sir Herbert
Plumer, General Sir Henry Rawlinson, General
Sir Henry Horne, General the Hon. Sir Julian
Byng and General Sir William Birdwood—
whose names have become household words
throughout the length and breadth of our
* Empire. I desire to associate with them the
names of General Sir Charles Monro, who left
the command of the First Army to assume the
Chief Command in India; of General Sir Ed-
mund Allenby, who, after conducting the
operations of the Third Army in the battle of
Arras, 1917, has since led our arms to victory
in Palestine; and General Sir Hubert Gough,
who, after distinguished service as a Brigade,
Divisional and Corps Commander, commanded
the Fifth Army (first known as the Reserve
Army) during the Battles of the Somme and
Ancre in 1916, east of Ypres in 1917, and
finally in the great and gallant fight of March,
1918, the story of which is fresh in the minds
of all.

To the Heads of the Sections of my General
Staff Branch at Headquartes, both past and
present, I owe and readily acknowledge a great
debt of gratitude for the energy, ability and
loyalty with which they have discharged their
important duties. Throughout the long and
difficult period of the wearing out battles of
1916 and 1917, my former Chief of the General
Staff, Lieut.-General Sir Lancelot Kiggell,
gave his great abilities and deep military learn-
ing to the service of his country with a loyalty
and devotion which never spared himsélf, and
in the end made demands upon his health which
compelled him to retire under medical advice
from the responsible position he had so ably
held. His successor, Lieut.-General the Hon.
Sir Herbert Lawrence, has continued his work
with a like ability and with an unfailing in-

sight, calm resolution and level judgment-

which neither ill-fortune nor good were able
to disturb.” My grateful thanks are due also

to Major-General Sir R. H. K. Butler, whoe
acted as Deputy Chief of my General Staff
until his appointment to the command of the
III. Corps 3t the beginning of 1918.

Under the able, energetic and successful
directions of Brigadier-General J. Charteris,

" the Intelligence Section of my General Staff

Branch was developed. into & far-reaching and
most efficient organisation for the rapid col-
lection, sifting and dissemination of informa-
tion concerning the disposition, movements and

" intentions of the enemy. The activities of the

Intelligence Section were incessant, and the
knowledge obtained thereby of the utmost
value. On the transfer of General Charteris to
other duties, his work was carried on with great
ability by Brig.-Gener'al E. W. Cox, and after
the regrettable accident resulting in the death
of that distinguished officer, by Brig.-General
G. 8. Clive.

Since the appointment of Lieut.-General Sir
Nevil Macready to be .Adjutant-General at
home early in 1916, the work of my Adjutant-
General’s Branch has been most efficiently
conducted under the direction of Lieut.-
General Sir George Fowke. The problems of
organising the supply of 1einforcements to meet.
the needs of our Armies while active operations
were in progress, of dealing with casualties and
matters of discipline, have been succeeded or
supplemented since the vonclusion of the '
Armistice by the scarcely less difficult question
of demobilisation. These different tasks have

zen performed by all ranks of the Adjutant-
General’s Branch with great ability and
success, despite the fact that in each instance
they were confromted by conditions without
precedent in the history of our Army.

Throughout 1916 and 1917 the duties of the
Quartermaster-General’s Branch were ably
directed during a period of constant expansion
by Lieut.-General Sir Ronald Maxwell.
Since his retirement the control of the vast
organisation, some of the broad outlines of
which are described in paragraph 19 of this
Despatch, has been exercised by Lieut.-General
Sir Travers Clarke, who has carried on the
same task in the most efficient manner.

The Director-General of Transportation’s
Branch was formed under the brilliant direc-
tion of Major-General Sir Eric Geddes during
the autumn of 1916, as above stated. To the
large number of skilled and experienced
civilians included by him on his Staff, drawn

from the railway companies of Great Britain

and the Dominions, the Army is deeply in-
debted for the general excellence of our trans-
portation services. Since the transfer of Bir
Eric Geddes to other duties his work has been
ably conducted by his successors, Major-
Generals Sir F. A. M. Nash and 8. D’A.
Crookshank.

The important work of the Military
Secretary’s Branch has been admirably carried
out under the direction of Major-General Sir
W. E. Peyton and his successor, Major-General
H. G. Ruggles-Brice.

The steady increase of our sirength in
artillery and the development of the use of
that important arm upon sound and successful
iines has been due in great measure to the
efforts of my artillery adviser, Lieut.-General
Sir J. F. N. Birch and the able Staff working
under him. among them Colonel J. T. Dreyer
and Colonel 8. W. H. Rawlins.

The wide range of services performed by
the Royal Engineers were successfully directed



