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to Bear-Admiral Sydney R. Fremantle,
M.V.O., for his conduct of the Second Cruiser
Squadron patrol.

I submit, for the favourable notice of their
Lordships, the ability and sound judgment dis-
played by Captain Francis M. Leake, R.N., of
" Achilles," and Commander Selwyn M. Day,
K.D., R.N.R., of " Dundee," in rounding up
and destroying the vessel which was capable of
doing such damage to our commerce.

The Rear-Admiral Commanding, 'Second
Cruiser Squadron, is -being furnished with a
copy of this letter, and will submit, in due
course, a list of recommendations of other
Officers and Men whose services he considers
special noteworthy.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

The .Secretary
of the Admiralty.

David Beatty,
.Admiral.

H.M.S. " Achilles,"
17th March, 1917.

Sir,—I have the honour to report that on the
16th March, when patrolling in accordance
with orders from t!he Rear-Admiral Command-
ing Second 'Cruiser Squadron,, in latitude 64.42
north, longitude 0^56 west, at 11.45 a.m., a
steamer was sighted steering 66°, bearing N. 84
E, distance about nine miles. Weather at the
time being!: Wind south-easterly, force 4 to 5,
snow and rain squalls, sea moderate.
" Achilles " was steering N. 15 W., and altered
course N. 84 E., to close steamer, and directed
" Dundee " to conform. Speed of advance 15
.knots.

At 1.00 p.m., finding, a very small gain,
" Achilles " increased speed to 18 knots, and
at 1.45 p.m. course was altered to S. 87 E., to
avoid following directly astern.

At 2.00 p.m. steamer was overhauled and
directed to stop, which signal she obeyed. She
was then directed to steer W. by •&., and at
2.35 p.m. was again stopped for " Dundee " to
examine her. " Achilles " manoeuvring at a
distance of two and & half to three miles.

At 3.45 p.m. " Dundee " and raider com-
menced an 'action simultaneously. " Achilles "
at once joined in, at a range of 5,300 yards,
raider firing at !her, but with more intensity at
"Dundee," whose safety was due to the
prompt manner in which Commander Selwyn
Mitchell Day, R.N.R., answered the raider's
first hostile act, and the initial success she
gained in getting raking hits; hers was the dan-
gerous position, and she extracted herself with
the utmost credit.

On opening fire the raider at once enveloped
•herself in smoke of a light colour. At 3.55
p.m. she fired a torpedo at " Achilles," which
broke surface off the port quarter. A submarine
was reported at the same time in this direction,
and speed was increased from 16 to 20 knots.
Hats were now toeing obtained, and the raider

. was on fire forward. About this time she was
hit in the bow (on the gripe) by a torpedo from
"Achilles."

About 4.00 p.m. firei was checked, the raider
being well on fire, with occasional explosions
forward. Soon after this, " Dundee " took
station astern of "Achilles," and was then
ordered to steer west. At 4.23 p.m. she re-

ported a submarine between herself and the
raider. 'Consequently, fire was again opened
on the raider and continued until, at
4.33 p.m., she listed to port and sank, more or
less horizon tally, a mass of flames, and red hot
forward, leaving no visible survivors.

The position of this action, was latitude 64.54
north, longitude 0.22 east. The weather dur-
ing the time was: Wind south-easterly, force
three to four, with continuous rain and mode-
rate sea.

The loss of the " Dundee " boarding party is
greatly regretted. The actual movements of
this boat could not be seen from " Achilles,"
but she was apparently alongside the raider
when the action commenced. An overturned
boat was sighted from " Achilles." Excepting
this, at no time was anything resembling a boat
seen.

List of '' Dundee'' boarding party attached
I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

F. M. Leake,
Captain.

H.M.S. " DUNDEE " BOARDING PARTY.
Lawson, Frederick Herman, Lieutenant,

R.N.R.
Anderson, Henry, Seaman, R.N.R., 2845 A.
Anderson, Henry James, Seaman, R.N.R.,

4911 B.
Anderson, Magnus John, Seaman, R.N.R.,

3936 B.
Anderson, Robert John, .Seaman, R.N.R.,

3717 C.
Birchall, Alfred, Able Seaman, R.N.V.R.,

Mersey, 1/150.

Sir,

H.M.S. "Dundee,"
llth March, 1917.

Re Action with German twin-screw Armed
Merchantman, approximately 7,000 tons—
Seven or eight guns—Complement unknown—
Flying Norwegian colours—With "Rena,"
Norge, painted on each side—in 64.50 N.,
0.32 E., on Friday, March 16th, 1917.

I have the honour to report that whilst
patrolling with H.M.S. " Achilles " on Friday,
March 16th, p.m., I proceeded to the
examination of the above steamer bound East
(Mag.), which had been overhauled and
stopped by " Achilles " for that purpose.

At 2.42 p.m. " Dundee " lowered a boat
with Lieut. F. H. Lawson, R.N.R., and five
R.N.R. Seamen forming the boarding and boat
party. vThe boat was towed towards the inter«
oepted vessel, at that time about two miles
distant and steaming slowly towards us.

The following signals were then ex-
changed : —

"Dundee." "Sena."
2.40. " What ship is that ? " No reply.
2.45. "Stop instantly." Answered

by A.P.
2.50. " Pay attention to my No reply.

signals."
Blank round fired.
2.59. " What is your cargo ? " " General."
3.10. " Where are you from? " " Mobile."
3.30. " When did you leave ? " No reply.


