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Her size, manoeuvres, and the information in
confidential books supplied convinced me
eventually she was a raider, and it was obvious
he was trying to defeat my object of main-
taining a position (for attack) close up to the
weather quarter and heading across ihis stern,'
and he constantly moved the propellers, slew-
ing to port or starboard. Keeping station thus
we awaited some sign from tine boarding Officer
or the boat, which was, of course, on the lee
side, and could not be seen by us.

At 3.40 I heard the noise of the large Nor-
wegian flag painted on her port quarter fall
outboard, being hinged on the lower side, and
I gave the orders "Fire" and "Half speed
ahead " to keep station, the raider now slewing
rapidly to port with slight, if any, headway.
Twol torpedoes followed from her in quick
succession, passing from 20 to 50 feet astern.
The Norwegian flag remained hoisted on the
ensign staff throughout and no other flag was
seen. Our guns were already firing, and every
shot was a hit. The first (from our aft 4")
raked her port battery deck, causing an ex-
plosion and volumes of smoke. The fore gun
fired through the deck into her engine-room,
and volumes of steam spread with intense
smoke and flames, caused by further hits, so as
to completely hide the ship from us from bridge
to stern. The 3-pdr. gun fired at her bridge.

Forty-four 4", and twenty-five 3-pdr. rounds
were fired at about 1,000 yards' range before
the raider fired her first gun. " Dundee " was
then in the smoke (-wind south-easterly, force
4 to 5) to leeward, and both ships practically
obscured from each other in consequence.

Observing "Achilles" on almost opposite
bearing, I turned, and went full speed and
down tiie lane of smoke so as to clear the range
for the cruiser. On turning, one torpedo was
fired at us, and also three salvoes, two short
and one over of three or four guns by her port
broadside. Then followed some very wild
single shots, including shrapnel, fragments of
the latter only hitting ship. The aft gun was
bearing the whole time, and made consistently
excellent hitting on any visible part of the
enemy. Ignited oil was observed streaming
from her port beam.

At 4.10, when out of torpedo range, we again
engaged enemy in company with " Achilles '
already firing, and ceased fire at 4.15, having
no more ammunition. The raider was a mass
of flame, and obviously a doomed ship, although

she continued to fight with apparently but one
gun. Enemy sank wihilst under fire of
"Achilles," 4.35p.m.

We saiw a submarine about half a mile from
the raider, of which fact I immediately advised
"Achilles."

I desire to submit the names of the follow-
ing Gunlayers: —

W. Lee, P.O.I, R.F.R., Off. number, Po.
129854;

J. M. Cullen, A.B., R.N.V.R., Off. number,
Mersey 35, 1/30;

J. L. Arthurson, Ldg. Sea., R.N.R., Off.
number, B.3673;

J. G. Anderson, Sea., R.N.R., Off. number,
C. 2485;;
for favourable consideration, because with no
Officers of Quarters available (two were absent
on duty), they calmly and skilfully controlled
the guns' crews and their own firing, doing
their own spotting and judging point of aim
to the most vital places about the raider's decks
and hull, so that the enemy, who was approxi-
mately three times our size, complement and
armament, was made by their marksmanship
incapable o>f inflicting tne smallest damage to
usi within the same period. In fact, the enemy
ship at this time was stopped, disabled, and in
time would have been entirely consumed by th<
fire then, raging.

With tihe utmost regret I have to report that
Lieut. Lawson, R.N.R., and the boat's crew
who volunteered to accept tihe extreme risk
entailed -by a .boarding operation under such
conditions, are missing, having undoubtedly
been forced into the raider and lost with her.
The .boat was observed empty at the commence-
ment of the action as we followed round the
stern of tihe enemy. Other than the boarding
party, we suffered no casualties nor any damage
to the ship.

I have the honour to be,
iSir,

Your obedient servant,

Selivyn M. Day,
Commander, R.N.R.

The Rear-Admiral Commanding
Second iCruiser Squadron,

H.M.S. "Minotaur."
Copy to Commanding Officer,

H.M.iS. "Achilles."

LONDON:
PUBLISHED BY HIS MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICE.

To be purchased through any Bookseller or directly from
H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE at the following addresses:

IMPERIAL HOUSE, KINOSWAY, LONDON, W.C. 2, and 28, ABINGDON STREET, LONDON, S.W. 1;
37, PETER STREET, MANCHESTER; 1, ST. ANDREW'S CRESCENT, CARDIFF;

23, FORTH STREET, EDINBURGH;
or from E. PONSONBY, LTD., 116, GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN.

Printed for His Majesty's Stationery Office by WTMAN & SONS, Ltd., Fetter Lane. Fleet St . London, B.C. 4>
F.iday, 16 April, 1919.

Price Four Pence Net


