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Arrival of "Syren" and "Elope" Forces.
On June 23rd the " Syren " and " Elope "

staffs and forces arrived—the former under
Major-General Maynard, C.M.G., D.S.O.,
with, a small force of one company Infantry,
one machine gun company, and .ctae company
R.E. This force was detailed to remain iii'
Murmansk, and General Maynard was' to take
over command of the troops in this area
under my general supervision. Meanwhile
the " Elope " Force, which consisted of Staff
and Instructors under Brigadier-General
Finlayson, C.M.'G., D.S.O., was destined to
accompany me to Archangel, which was the
main base of operations.

Opposition from Central Government.
On the 28th June the intentions of the

Central Government to eject us by force from
Murmansk became evident. Agitation against
the Allies wast openly carried out and I found
it necessary to take measures to disarm Red
Guards who were being despatched against
Murman from Kem and Kandalaksha. This
work 'was admirably carried out under the
supervision of General Maynard and Colonel
Marsh, and the whole disarmament in this
district was carried out with practically no
opposition. -Some 3,000 rifles, 1,000,000
rounds S.A.A., and seventeen machine guns
were taken. I received news that %Nat-
zaremus, with 1,500 men, was advancing from
Petrozavodsk against me, and I made arrange-
ments to.oppose him south of Kem.

Murman Soviet Declares itself Pro-Ally, and
Breaks Off Relations with Central
Government.

The immediate result of these events was
that the Murman Sovdep now definitely
decided to adhere to the Allied cause, and to
sever relations with the Central Government
at Moscow. Their reason was that they
realised that the action of the Bolshevik
Government was solely and simply at the
bidding of Germany. They realised that
Lenin and Trotsky had definitely thrown, in
their lot with Germany against the Allies.

At a mass meeting on 30th June it was
proposed, and unanimously carried, that
Murman and -District would not obey the
orders1 of the Central Soviet to drive us out of
the country. They decided that they would
defend Murmansk against the Germans, and
they invjited the 'Allies to co-operate and
assist' them. To this request the Allied
Representations agreed.

Position at Archangel.
News received during the past few weeks

from Archangel showed very clearly that
• German propaganda had made headway
there, and that our landing would
undoubtedly meet with opposition. . Mines
were laid at the entrance to the channel and the
fortification of the: Island of Modyugski was
vigorously taken in hand. As my available
troops were not sufficient to justify any attempt
to hold Archangel in face of opposition, I de-
cided to make no attempt until I was reinforced
by the French battalion which was under orders
to embark.

Situation in Kem and Sdroka.
By the end of the first week of July the situa-

tion in Kem. and Soroka was well in hand. The

garrison of Kem had been reinforced and the
populace reassured. H.M.iS. " Attentive " had
been sent into the White Sea, and Captain
Altham, R.N., by his energy and tact, had
worked wonders. The Red Guards .advanced
north along the railway to within 15 versts of
Keni, and then retreated southwards, burning
the bridges .behind them. We occupied Soroka
with a small detachment from H.M.IS. " Atten-
tive," and the armoured train. After this I
handed over the conduct of military operations
in this area to General Maynard, whose report
on his operations is attached. (Appendix I.).

Occupation of Archangel.
The entrance to the White Sea now being

free from ice, I made all my plans for the occu-
pation of Archangel at 'the earliest possible
moment after the arrival of the French (bat-
talion, which, reached Murm'an on 26th July.

By arming every possible officer and man of
the " Elope " force, and with the French bat-
talion and details borrowed from " Syren," I
had for my landing force almost 1,500, which
were, I -considered, sufficient for the task. It
was, naturally, a considerable risk; but as I
could expect no more reinforcements before the
end of August, and as the opposition to us was
daily .growing stronger, I considered that the
risk was justifiable and decided to take it. . I
decided to commence-with the capture and occu-
pation of Modyugski Island, and then to_push
up the channel, via, Economy, Solombola, Alroh-
angel, to Bakharitza, with my main force. I
detailed Colonel Thornhill to proceed to Onega
with a small force of Serbs and Russians, and
to proceed by road on Oboserskaia, which he
was instructed to reach at the same time as I
entered Archangel, thus cutting the line and
preventing the evacuation of rolling stock
southwards. This force was unable to reach,
its destination, owing to the severe oppo-
sition encountered; but it fought most
gallantly against great odds, and eventu-
ally withdrew to Onega, after having in-
flicted severe casualties on the enemy.
It succeeded, however, in diverting a con-
siderable force from my part, and thus was
of considerable assistance to my operations.

I had decided to embark from Murman for
this expedition on August 3rd; but on July
30th I received information from Mr. Lindley,
who had just reached Kandalaksha, that the
state in Archangel was .so desperate that our
friends there had decided that it was impossible
to delay any longer, and that they had arranged
for a revolution against the Government to start
on the 31st, and that unless we could arrive
very shortly after the outbreak it would
be certainly suppressed. As I was most anxious
to take advantage of any internal disturbances,
I decided, after consultation with the 'S.N.O.
—Admiral Kemp—that we would start the
same night, with H.M.S. "Attentive,"
H.M. aircraft carrier, " Nairana," the French
armoured cruiser, " Amiral Aube," the
Trawler Fleet, and 400 soldiers, and that
the remainder of the -force shonid follow
by midday on 31st. Wlith this force I
counted upon being able to overcome tii€
opposition at Modyugski, considering that
my seaplanes would very .soon .be able to
silence the batteries should they open fire.
Brigadier - General Finlayson proceeded in
charge of the military portion of this force-
with Admiral Kemp,- S.N.O., .in H.M.S.


