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reduced to about ten knots, one good hit on
the Destroyer at any rate was observed, but
under the circumstances I did not consider it
.advisable to run in over the minefields and
under the guns of the shore batteries in order
to obtain a decision, and s¢ these craft made
good their escape. .

21. To the Eastward, but not taking part in
the action, was a three-funnelled Cruiser, the
* Oleg,’’ and to the Eastward of her again was

.smoke—and it was reported that the Bolshevik
.“Dreadnought Battleship ‘‘ Petropavlovsk ™
" was alsoout %

29. On the 24th May General Sir Hubert
Gough arrived in ‘‘ Galatea ’’ on a special
Mission to Finland and the Baltic States, and
I accompanied him over to Helsingfors to assist
at his ceremonial landing, and to salute him
there, and went with him to interview the
Finnish authorities, thereafter leaving again
for the Eastward, leaving ‘' Galatea’ ab
Helsingfors. '

23. On the 31st May, whilst still lying off
‘Seskar in ‘¢ ‘Cleopatra,’”’ with ‘ Dragon ”
(Captain Francis Arthar Marten, C.M.G.,
C.V.0.), “ Galatea ’ (Captain Charles Mor-
ton Forbes, D.8.0.), ‘‘ Wallace ”’ (Captain
George  William  McOran  Campbell),
‘“ Voyager ’’ (Lieutenant-Commander Charles

Gage Stuart, D.S.C.), ‘‘ Vanessa’’ (Lieu-

_tenant-Commander Edward Osbhorne Broadley,

D.8.0.), “ Wryneck ’’ (Commander Ralph
Vincent Eyre, R.N.), ‘ Versatile’ (Com-
mander Gerald Charles Wynter, O.B.E.}),
“ Vivacious ’ (Commander Claude L. Bate,
R.N.), and with ‘* Walker >’ and two Sub-
marines on patrol, a Bolshevik Destroyer was
sighted coming West with a Dreadnought
Battleship_and two other small craft behind
_the minefields. The Destroyer was engaged by
‘ Waalker * and chased Eastwards, the Battle-
ship opening a heavy and well-controlled fire at
the same time.

24. On the first report I weighed and
“steamed East, a Bolshevik aeroplane appearing
averhead and dropping bombs among my force
as it advanced, but it flew off Eastwards on
-being- fired at. :

25. The Destroyer fell back on the battle-
ship, which manceuvred behind the minefields
and kept up a heavy and well-disciplined fire
on “‘ Walker ’ as she fell back to meet me;

. Fort Krasnaya Gorks having a kite balloon up
and firing also.

26. I stood up and down the edge of the
minefield, but the Bolshevik Force showed no
intention of coming on, and retired Eastwards
after a few salvoes had been fired.

27. * Walker *' was hit twice, but no appre-
ciable damage was done, and there was one
slight casualty only.

28. It now became apparent to me thab with
the small forces at my disposal it would be
necessary, in order to keep an effective watch
on Bolshevik Naval movements, and in par-
ticular to, if possible, ensure that no mines
-were laid to the Westward of the existing fields
across the entrance tc Petrograd Bay, that I
should. have a Base nearer to Kronstadt than
Reval. . )

29. "1 therefore moved to Biorko,

and
‘required certain assistance from the Finns in’
the way of patrols'and accommodation on shore

for aircraft, which assistance was at omnce
agreed to by them,

30. It was evident by then that the Bolshevik
Active Squadron consisted of : —— | . -

2 Battleships. (1 Dreadnought *‘ Petro-
pavlovsk ’’), ‘

1 Cruiser, and o

6 Large Destroyers.

31. Up to about thie end of June there were
constant attempts by Emnemy Liglt Craft to
break out on the Northern side at night, and
both to sweep and lay mines—and a’ good deal
of shooting, though little hitting, went on
between the Patrols—also, there is no doubt
more mines were laid by. the Bolsheviks to the
Southward of Stirs Point, and to the Eastward
of the existing Mine Barrier, .

32. On the 13th June very heavy firing
broke out between Fort Krasnaya Gorka and
the forts and ships ab Kronstadt—Fort
Krasnaya Gorka having suddenly turned over
to the °‘ Whites,”” who, however, were nob
strong enough to hold it—the forces imme-
diately available being ouly a hundred or so of
badly-aimed and much-exhausted Ingerman-
landers, who, owing to the fire from the
Bolshevik Heavy Ships, were unable to occupy
the Fort long enough either to effectively man
the guns, or destroy them—and so, after
changing hands twice, Krasnaya Gorka
remained in Bolshevik hands. ’ -

33. These Ingermanlanders were fighting
under the direction of the Esthonian Com-
mand, and were armed and equipped by them,
chiefly from supplies captured from Bolsheviks,
and had done very well ever since these opera-
tions started, and were fighting with the more
enthusiasm as it was their own country they
were freeing. - -

Apparently, however, their sucoesses aroused
the suspicion and jealousy of the Russians of
the Northern Corps, who, equipped: and sup-
ported in every way by the Esthonians, had by
then begun to become -a considerable fighting
force, and were holding the line on the right of
the Esthonian-Ingermanland -Force—whose
left flank rested on the sea, and had pushed
forward as far as Krasnaya Gorka..

34, In order to deal with any attempt by
heavy ships to break out—as well as to main-
tain an effective patrol on the entrance to
Petrograd Bay, I considered it advisable telay
mines so as to restrict.the movements of the
enemy, and this was done by “‘ Princess Mar-
garet >’ (Captain Harry H. Smyth, C.M.G.,
D.8.0.) and the 20th Destroyer Flotilla (Cap-
tain (D) Berwick Curtis, C.B., D.8.0.).,

35. On 17th June our lookouts reported a
Cruiser (‘“ Oleg ’’) and two Destroyers ait
anchor West of Kronstadt, and also & Sub
marine moving Westward. .

36. A few minutes after midnight a sudden
burst of firing was heard our outpost
Destroyers, which as suddénly ceased, and next
day Lieutenant Augustine W. 8. Agar, R.N.,
informed me that he had torpedeed the Cruiser
“Oleg ’ at anchor, the torpedo hitting her
about: the foremost funnel, and came under
heavy fire from the Destroyers on retiring.

37. On the 6th July ¢ Vindictive,”” on pas-
sage from England to join me in the Gulf of
Finland, ran aground outside Reval on the
Middle Ground Shoal, and remained there for
eight days. e ' i




